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In Black Political Thought: From David Walker to the Present, 

Sherrow 0. Pinder has brought together the writings and discourses 

central to black political thought and African American politics, 

compiling a unique anthology of speeches and articles from over 

150 years of African American history.

Providing in-depth examinations and critical analyses of topics 

such as slavery, reconstruction, race and racism, Black Nationalism 

and Black Feminism – from a range of perspectives – students are 

equipped with a comprehensive and informative account of how 

these issues have fundamentally shaped and continue to shape 

black political thinking. Each of the six thematic parts is framed by 

an introduction written by black scholars working in the field, and 

a list of further readings is provided. Individual chapters are then 

enhanced by end of chapter questions and author biographies.

Written for the interdisciplinary field of Black Studies, and other 

social science and humanities disciplines, this textbook offers a 

unique resource for political scientists, sociologists, historians, 

feminists, and the general reader of black political thought.

Sherrow O. Pinder, Professor of Political Science at California State 

University, Chico is the author of several books and serves as the 

“Race Politics in the United States” Book Series Editor at Anthem 

Press, London. She works primarily in the areas of race, gender, 

and ethnic politics in the United States, social welfare policy, black 

political thought, globalization studies and whiteness studies. In 

2018, Pinder was invited to present her work, “The Liminality of 

Whiteness and its Problematics for Race Politics in the United 

States,” at the Newberry Scholarly Seminar in American Literature.

www.cambridge.org/9781316648995
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-64899-5 — Black Political Thought
Sherrow O. Pinder
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Black Political Thought
From David Walker to the Present

Edited by

Sherrow O. Pinder

California State University, Chico

www.cambridge.org/9781316648995
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-64899-5 — Black Political Thought
Sherrow O. Pinder
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, 

a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of 

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781316648995

DOI: 10.1017/9781108185875

© Sherrow O. Pinder 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions

of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take 

place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2020

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data

Names: Pinder, Sherrow O., editor.

Title: Black political thought from David Walker to the present / edited by

Sherrow O. Pinder, California State University, Chico.

Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY, USA : Cambridge University Press,

[2020] | Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2019019741 | ISBN 9781107199729 (hardback) |

ISBN 9781316648995 (paperback)

Subjects: LCSH: African Americans – Politics and government – Sources. |

African Americans – Social conditions – Sources. | United States – Race relations – Political

aspects – Sources.

Classification: LCC E185.61 .B594 2020 | DDC 305.896/073–dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019019741

ISBN   978-1-107-19972-9   Hardback

ISBN   978-1-316-64899-5   Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence

or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this 

publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will 

remain, accurate or appropriate. 

www.cambridge.org/9781316648995
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-64899-5 — Black Political Thought
Sherrow O. Pinder
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

  Notes on the Contributors page viii

  Preface xi

  Acknowledgments xiii

   Introduction: Key Concepts, Ideas, and Issues that have Formed Black 

Political Thought

  Sherrow O. Pinder 1

Part I Slavery and Its Discontents

 Brenda E. Stevenson 13

Questions 22

Further Readings 22

 1 Our Wretchedness in Consequence of Slavery 24

  David Walker

 2 An Address to the Slaves of the United States 33

  Henry Highland Garnet

 3 What to the Slave is the Fourth of July? 40

  Frederick Douglass

 4 Comparative Condition of the Colored People of the United States 45

  Martin Robison Delany

 5 Why Sit Ye Here and Die 54

  Maria W. Stewart

Part II Reconstruction

  Nikki L. M. Brown 59

Questions 66

Further Readings 66

 6 Of the Dawn of Freedom 68

  W. E. B. Du Bois

Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781316648995
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-64899-5 — Black Political Thought
Sherrow O. Pinder
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

vi  Contents

 7 Political Independence of the Negro 83

 T. Thomas Fortune

 8 The Case of the Negro 92

 Booker T. Washington

Part III Black Nationalism

 Babacar M’Baye 107

Questions 117

Further Readings 117

 9  A Vindication of the Capacity of the Negro Race for  

Self-Government, and Civilized Progress 119

 James Theodore Holly

 10 The True Solution of the Negro Problem 150

 Marcus Garvey

 11 Toward Black Liberation 152

 Stokely Carmichael

Part IV Race and Racism

 Charisse Burden-Stelly 163

Questions 172

Further Readings 172

 12 The Race-Problem in America 174

 Alexander Crummell

 13 The Conservation of the Races 184

 W. E. B. Du Bois

 14 Lynch Laws in all its Phases 193

 Ida B. Wells

Part V Feminism and Difference

 Sherrow O. Pinder 209

Questions 218

Further Readings 218

www.cambridge.org/9781316648995
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-64899-5 — Black Political Thought
Sherrow O. Pinder
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

 Contents vii

 15 The Progress of Colored Women 220

 Mary Church Terrell

 16 WHAT’s In A NAME? Womanism, Black Feminism and Beyond 228

 Patricia Hill Collins

 17  To Be Black, Male, and “Feminist” – Making Womanist  

Space for Black Men 242

 Gary L. Lemons

Part VI Past, Present, and Future Issues

Erica F. Cooper 261

Questions 271

Further Readings 271

 18 Whiteness as Property 272

 Cheryl I. Harris

 19 Whiteness, Racism, and Identity 281

 Barbara J. Fields

 20 The Antidemocratic Power of Whiteness 291

 Kathleen Neal Cleaver

Glossary 303

Index 348

www.cambridge.org/9781316648995
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-64899-5 — Black Political Thought
Sherrow O. Pinder
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Nikki L. M. Brown is the Raphael Cassimere Professor of History at the University 

of New Orleans. Brown’s first book, Private Politics and Public Voices: African 

American Women’s Politics from World War I to the New Deal (2006), explored 

the attempts made by African American women to shape public policy between 

1915 and 1920.  Private Politics and Public Voices was awarded the 2007 Letitia 

Woods Brown Memorial Book Prize as best book in African American women’s 

history. Brown has written several articles on African American women and polit-

ical reform in the Progressive Era, African American men and masculinity in New 

Orleans, and the impact of racial segregation laws on contemporary American pol-

itics.  Her second book is on the photographs of Louisiana’s civil rights movement.

Charisse Burden-Stelly is an Assistant Professor and Mellon Faculty Fellow of 

Africana Studies and Political Science at Carleton College. She is a scholar of polit-

ical theory, political economy, and intellectual history with a substantive focus 

on racial capitalism and the black radical tradition. She has just completed W. 

E. B. Du Bois: A Life in American History,  a co-authored book project with 

Gerald Horne, and is working on a single-authored manuscript titled The Radical 

Horizon of Black Betrayal: Antiradicalism, Antiblackness, and the U.S. Capitalist 

State.  She received the National Conference of Black Political Scientists’ Alex 

Willingham Best Political Theory Paper Award in 2017 and in 2018 she became 

a regular contributor to  Black Perspectives,  the blog of the African American 

Intellectual History Society.  Dr. Burden-Stelly’s published work appears in jour-

nals including Souls, The CLR James Journal, The International Journal of Africana 

Studies, The Du Bois Review, and Socialism & Democracy.

Erica F. Cooper is a co-director of the African and African American Studies pro-

gram at East Carolina University.  Previously, she was an Associate Professor of 

Communication Studies at Roanoke College. She received her PhD from Indiana 

University in Communication and Culture, with a special emphasis in Law. Her 

research examines the interracial communication and identity formation as well as 

examining the methods of argumentation in legal and political discourse. Recent 

works include a rhetorical history of the development of the one-drop rule in US 

jurisprudence.

Notes on the Contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781316648995
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-64899-5 — Black Political Thought
Sherrow O. Pinder
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

 Notes on the Contributors ix

Babacar M’Baye is a Professor of English at Kent State University.  A native of 

Senegal, Professor M’Baye received his PhD from Bowling Green State University 

in Ohio. His research interests vary from Pan-African literatures, cultures, music, 

films, gender expressions, and sexualities to black Atlantic studies, transnational-

ism, and postcolonialism. Professor M’Baye is the author of Black Cosmopolitanism 

and Anticolonialism: Pivotal Moments (2017), The Trickster Comes West: Pan-

African Influence in Early Black Diasporan Narratives (2009), and the co-editor of 

Crossing Traditions: American Popular Music in Local and Global Contexts (2013). 

He is also the co-editor of Lexington Books’ Critical African Studies in Gender and 

Sexuality Series.

Brenda E. Stevenson is the Nickoll Family Endowed Chair and Professor of History 

and African American Studies at UCLA.  Her book length works include:  The 

Journals of Charlotte Forten Grimke (1988), Life in Black and White:  Family 

and Community in the Slave South (1996), The Contested Murder of Latasha 

Harlins:  Justice, Gender and the Origins of the L.A. Riots (2013), and What is 

Slavery? (2015).   She is a past John Simon Guggenheim Fellow, a recipient of 

the  Organization of American Historian’s Rawley Prize for the best book on 

race;  the Carter G. Woodson Medallion from the Association for the Study of 

African American Life and History; and the John Blassingame Award from the 

Southern Historical Society.

Sherrow O. Pinder is Professor of Political Science and Multicultural and Gender 

Studies at California State University, Chico. She is the author of several books. 

Her latest book is Black Women, Work, and Welfare in the Age of Globalization 

(2018). Professor Pinder is also “Race Politics in the United States” Book Series 

Editor at Anthem Press, London. In 2018, Professor Pinder was invited to present 

her work, “The Liminality of Whiteness and its Problematics for Race Politics in 

the United States,” at the Newberry Scholarly Seminar in American Literature. Her 

present book project, Michael Jackson and the Quandary of a Black Identity is 

under contract with State University of New York Press.

www.cambridge.org/9781316648995
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-64899-5 — Black Political Thought
Sherrow O. Pinder
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Black Political Thought: From David Walker to the Present has two main goals. 

One is to offer a standard textbook for undergraduate students and faculty work-

ing in the field of Black Studies and African American Studies as well as other 

disciplines in the humanities and social sciences, including Political Science, 

American Studies, Ethnic Studies, Women’s Studies, and Sociology. The second 

is to provide the general reader with a collection that introduces the key concepts 

that have helped to shape and develop black political thought within the broader 

interdisciplinary field of Black Studies.

Black Studies represents an attractive and buoyant area of studies for students 

and scholars at American and international colleges and universities. However, 

there aren’t many scholarly works published on black political thought. This book 

aims to contribute as well as expand the scholarship available for anyone inter-

ested in Black Studies. In addition, it offers new pedagogical tools that will prove 

indispensable to enhance Student Learning Outcomes. Black Political Thought was 

prompted by the urgent need for a primary text for a class on Black Political 

Thought that I am developing and will teach at the university where I am at pres-

ent employed.

Black Political Thought is divided into six sections/parts: Part I, Slavery and Its 

Discontents; Part II, Reconstruction; Part III, Black Nationalism; Part IV, Race and 

Racism; Part V, Feminism and Difference; and Part VI, Past, Present, and Future 

Issues. Each part has a specific theme, which, all together describes and explains 

how blacks in the United States, as individuals and as a group, have, in various 

ways, addressed and responded to the unequal political, economic, and social 

underpinnings of the United States. While it draws on existing works that take into 

account the past, present, and future experiences of blacks in the United States, 

it opens up new ways to help in the analysis of the unequal positioning of blacks 

historically and at present.

The chief novelty of this textbook lies in its wide-ranging pedagogical approach 

to Black Studies. It begins with an introductory chapter titled “Key Concepts, 

Ideas, and Issues that have Formed Black Political Thought.” Each part of the 

textbook starts with an introduction of around 3500 to 4500 words written by 

black scholars Brenda E. Stevenson, Nikki L. M. Brown, Babacar M’Baye, Charisse 

Burden-Stelly, Sherrow O. Pinder, and Erica F. Cooper respectively, working in 

the field of Black Studies. The introduction provides an overview of the topic 

presented under the border heading of, for example, Slavery and Its Discontents 

Preface
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xii  Preface

by highlighting the most important concepts, ideas, and purpose of each of the 

chapters in the section. This provides students with the context they need to read 

effectively. Key concepts, facts, and ideas are stressed in the text, and referred back 

to a glossary, which is included before the index. Cross-referencing is thus used 

throughout the text.

In addition, a short biography of the authors of the chapters is included at the 

beginning of each chapter so that students can become acquainted with the author 

and his/her work and understand his/her importance in the area. The short biogra-

phy aims to encourage students to conduct their own research to learn more about 

an author and his/her other works. An annotated bibliography provided at the end 

of each part also guides students and instructors seeking additional information 

and lists further readings such as works of scholars that should be included in the 

book, but, because of limited space, could not be included.

Study questions at the end of each part and chapter are provided. The questions 

are, for the most part, conceptual and require answers that are provided in an 

essay format. Questions represent an important pedagogical tool. Many instructors 

find it very useful to have reflective questions following each part of a textbook 

that can help students think about the concepts and make meaningful connections 

with the materials provided in the book. Furthermore, the aim of these questions 

is to help students organize and process the objectives, ideas, argumentation, and 

concepts presented in the chapters. These questions will increase students’ compre-

hension of the material and help them think critically about Black Studies. Black 

Political Thought has a sequence and is organizational but instructors do not have 

to follow the sequence and will be able to select their own reading sequences. In 

short, this volume constitutes a standard textbook that will contribute to the dis-

semination of further knowledge of black political thought.
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