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       LEGAL AUTHORIT Y BEYOND THE STATE 

 In recent decades, new international courts and other legal bodies have 

proliferated as international law has broadened beyond the fi elds of treaty 

law and diplomatic relations. Th is development has not only triggered 

debate about how authority may be held by institutions beyond the state, 

but has also thrown into question familiar models of authority found in 

legal and political philosophy. Th e essays in this book take a philosophical 

approach to these developments, debates and questions. In doing so, they 

seek to clarify the relevant issues underpinning, as well as develop pos-

sible solutions to, the problem of how legal authority may be constructed 

beyond the state. 

  Patrick Capps  is a Professor of International Law at the University 

of Bristol. He teaches in the areas of Public International Law and the 

Philosophy of Law. He has held visiting positions at the University 

of Melbourne, the University of Cambridge and the University of 

Copenhagen. 

  Henrik Palmer Olsen  is a Professor of Jurisprudence at the Center 

of Excellence for International Courts (iCourts) at the University of 

Copenhagen. He is a leading expert in legal theory and has published 

foundational research within the areas of jurisprudence, the separation of 

powers and the relationship between institutional design and notions of 

justice, with a recent focus on international courts. 
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