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Thanks
Sabina Ostrowska wrote two new units for the Fourth Edition: Unit 15, Higher Education, and Unit 36,
Social Media. The publishers would like to thank Sabina for her contribution to this new edition.

Enhanced ebook
You can buy this book with or without an ebook. The ebook has the same vocabulary explanations
as the book.

6
A

The weather
Cold weather
In Northern Europe, daytime1 temperatures are often
quite mild, even in late2 autumn. The days are often
misty3, foggy and damp4. Soon, winter arrives, with frost5,
icy roads and severe6 weather, including heavy snow.
As people expect the weather to be bad, they try and
keep warm so they don’t freeze! Freezing weather may
continue in the far north until May or even June, when the
ground starts to thaw /θɔ/7 and the ice melts8 again.
1

2
3
during the day
towards the end of a period of time
with clouds of small drops of water in the air,
4
making it difficult to see things in the distance
slightly wet, and not pleasant or comfortable
6
7
thin, white layer of ice on surfaces when the weather is very cold
extremely bad
change from hard,
8
frozen state to softer state
change from solid to liquid under heat

5

B

Warm/hot weather
In a tropical1 climate, the weather is often stifling2, muggy3 and
humid4. In other hot climates, there may be boiling5 hot days, and
heatwaves6 may be common.
1

very hot, as in countries near the Equator 2 hot, uncomfortable, you can hardly
breathe 3 very warm and a little damp 4 hot and damp, makes you sweat a
lot 5 extremely hot 6 very hot, dry periods

C

Exercises
6.1

shower

heavy
rain

pour
down

torrential
rain

flood

This wet weather scale gets stronger from left to right.
shower (noun) → heavy rain → pour down (verb) / downpour (noun) → torrential rain → flood
(noun and verb)

6.2

This rain won’t last long; it’s only a shower. [short period of rain]
There was quite heavy rain during the night. / It rained heavily during the night.
It was absolutely pouring down yesterday. / There was a real downpour.
In Malaysia there is usually torrential rain most days, and the roads sometimes get flooded. /
There are sometimes floods on the roads.
The sky’s a bit overcast; I think it’s going to rain. [very cloudy]
We had a drought /draυt/ last summer. It didn’t rain for six weeks.

D

Upper-intermediate

Wind
There was a gentle breeze on the beach, just enough to cool us.
There was a very strong/high wind and my umbrella blew away.
There was a gale that day, so we didn’t go sailing. [very high wind]
People stayed indoors because there was a hurricane on the way.
[extremely high, dangerous wind]

Answer the questions about the words in A opposite.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Wet weather

Which adjective could you use to describe something that is wet, but not very wet?
Which adjective would you use before ‘summer’ to refer to the end part of it?
Which verb means the temperature has gone up and there is no longer frost or ice?
Which word can be used to describe something that happens in the day?
What happens to ice cream on a very hot day?
If you see a thin, white covering on everything on a cold day, what is it?
If you can’t see things in the distance, what is the weather probably like?
Which two adjectives could you use to describe a wind that blows very hard?
Which adjective can you use to describe very bad weather?

What types of weather do these pictures suggest?

1

6.3

6.4

3

4

6.5

,

What kinds of weather do you think caused the following to happen? Write a sentence
which could go before each of these. Use words from the opposite page.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

ebook

2

I think it would be interesting to live in a hot tropical
climate. However, I don’t like
. I even dislike the days
weather that is hot and damp and makes you sweat
that are slightly warm and damp
which we get in the UK. Some people love
extremely
hot days, and I don’t mind very hot, dry periods
occasionally, but when it’s hot and uncomfortable and you can hardly breathe
it’s just impossible. Maybe I should stay at home and forget about moving to a hot climate!

Common mistakes

English Vocabulary in Use Upper-intermediate

hurricane

Rewrite the words in bold using words from B opposite.

The noun weather is uncountable. We say: We had bad weather that day. (NOT We had a bad weather.)
18

damp

The weather was stifling.

We had to use the air-conditioning every afternoon.
The sweat was pouring out of us.
It just cooled us nicely on the hot beach.
Cars were sliding everywhere out of control.
The postman had to use a boat to get around.
You couldn’t really see the trees in the distance.
The earth became rock hard and a lot of plants died.
It blew the newspaper right out of my hands.
My hair and clothes got soaking wet.
It looked as if it would rain at any minute.

Over to you
This chart shows anyone who wants to visit the West of Ireland what weather they can expect at
different times of the year. Make a similar chart for your country or home region.
Dec–Mar

April–June

coldest months; usually
wet; heavy rain; snow on
high ground

generally cool, often
wet and windy but
getting warmer

July–Aug

Sept–Nov

warmest months;
sunny, with showers;
cool sea breezes

often mild, becoming
cold; damp, misty and
foggy, often overcast

English Vocabulary in Use Upper-intermediate
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Using the ebook
You can use your ebook on an iPad, Android tablet, PC or Mac.
You can listen to the text on the left-hand page to help you with your listening and pronunciation.
Using the ebook, you can:
Listen to
examples

Make
notes

Highlight
text

Bookmark
pages

How to get your ebook
Follow the instructions in the inside front cover of this book.
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Introduction
To the student
This book has been written to help you learn new vocabulary. You already know a large number
of English words, but to express yourself more fully and in a more sophisticated way at the upperintermediate level, you will ideally need about 4,000 words, so increasing your vocabulary is very
important for your general progress in English. In this book, there are over 2,500 new words and
phrases for you to learn. You will find them on the let-hand page of each unit. Every new word or
phrase is used in a sentence, or in a conversation, or is in a table, or has a picture with it, or has
some explanation of what it means. On the right-hand page there are exercises and other activities
to help you practise using the words and to help you to remember them. The book has been written
so that you can use it yourself, without a teacher. You can do the units in any order you like, but we
believe it is a good idea if you do Units 1 to 4 first, as they will help you to work with the rest of the
book in the best possible way.
The Answer key at the end of the book is for you to check your answers to the exercises ater you do
them. The Answer key sometimes has more than one answer. This is because oten there is not just
one correct way of saying something. Where you are asked to talk about yourself, in the Over to you
exercises, we do not generally provide answers, since this is your opportunity to work completely
independently and in a very personal way, so everyone’s answers will be very diferent.
The Index at the end of the book has all the important words and phrases from the let-hand
pages. The Index also tells you how to pronounce words. There is a table of phonemic symbols to
help you understand the pronunciation on page 258.
You should also have a dictionary with you when you use the book. You can use a paper
dictionary or an electronic one, or you can go to Cambridge Dictionaries Online at
http://dictionary.cambridge.org. Access to a dictionary is useful because sometimes you may
want to check the meaning of something, or find a word in your own language to help you
remember the English word. Sometimes, you will also need a dictionary for the exercises; we
tell you when this is so.
To learn a lot of vocabulary, you have to do two things:
1 Study each unit of the book carefully and do all the exercises. Check your answers in the Answer
key. Repeat the units ater a month, and then again ater three months, and see how much you
have learnt and how much you have forgotten.
2 Develop ways of your own to study and learn new words and phrases which are not in this
book. For example, every time you see or hear an interesting phrase, write it in a notebook, and
write who said it or wrote it, and in what situation, as well as what it means. Making notes of
the situations words are used in will help you to remember them and to use them at the right
moment.
We hope you like this book. When you have finished it, you can go to the next book in the series,
English Vocabulary in Use Advanced. Along with this book, you can also use the more specialised
titles: English Idioms in Use, English Phrasal Verbs in Use and English Collocations in Use, all of
which are available at intermediate and advanced levels.
Find out more at http://www.cambridge.org/elt
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To the teacher
This book can be used in class or as a self-study book. It is intended to take learners from a
lower-intermediate level of vocabulary to an upper-intermediate level. The vocabulary has been
chosen for its usefulness in everyday situations, and we consulted the Cambridge International
Corpus (now known as the Cambridge English Corpus), a written and spoken corpus of presentday English, including a huge learner corpus, to help us decide on the words and phrases to be
included for students at B2 (CEFR) level. The new vocabulary (on average 25–30 items per unit) is
presented with illustrations and explanations on the let-hand page, and there are exercises and
activities on the right-hand page. There is an Answer key and an Index with pronunciation for the
target vocabulary. The Answer key at the end of the book is for students to check their answers to
the exercises ater they do them.
The book focuses not just on single words, but on useful phrases and collocations, and the
vocabulary is illustrated in natural contexts. The book is organised around everyday topics, but
also has units devoted to basic concepts such as time, number and movement, linking words,
word formation, multi-word expressions, pronunciation and varieties and style, as well as a set
of initial units concerned with ways of learning vocabulary. Typical errors are indicated where
appropriate, based on information from the Cambridge Learner Corpus, and the most typical
meanings and uses are focused on for each item. The units in the book can be used in any
order you like, but we would advise doing the initial units (Units 1 to 4) first, as these lay the
foundations for the rest of the book.
The right-hand pages ofer a variety of diferent types of activities, with some traditional ones
such as gap-filling, but also more open-ended ones and personalised activities which enable
learners to talk about their own lives. Although the activities and exercises are designed for selfstudy, they can easily be adapted for pairwork, groupwork or whole-class activities in the usual
way. The Answer key sometimes gives alternative answers to the exercises. This is because oten
there is not just one correct way of saying something. Where students are asked to talk about
themselves, in the Over to you exercises, we do not generally provide answers, since these
exercises give learners the opportunity to work completely independently and in a very personal
way, so everyone’s answers will be very diferent.
When the learners have worked through a group of units, it is a good idea to repeat some of
the work (for example, the exercises) and to expand on the meaning and use of key words and
phrases by extra discussion in class, and find other examples of the key items in other texts and
situations. This can be done at intervals of one to three months ater first working on a unit. This
is important, since it is usually the case that learners need five to seven exposures to a word or
phrase before they can really begin to know it, and no single book can do enough to ensure that
words are always learnt first time.
When your students have finished all the units in this book, they will be ready to move on to the
higher-level books in this series: English Vocabulary in Use Advanced, and the advanced levels of
English Idioms in Use, English Phrasal Verbs in Use and English Collocations in Use, by the same
authors as this book.
Find more resources for teachers at http://www.cambridge.org/elt
We hope you enjoy using the book.
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