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sabina Ostrowska wrote two new units for the Third Edition: Unit 17, Your phone, and Unit 20,  

Online shopping. The publishers would like to thank sabina for her contribution to this 

new edition.

Thanks
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Introduction

To the student

This book will help you learn around 1, 250 new words and phrases. You can use the book 

yourself, without a teacher. You can do the units in any order you like. If you have the edition with 

the ebook, you can listen to the pronunciation of all the new vocabulary, and highlight text. see 

page 171 for more information about the ebook.

Here is what the pages look like:  

The Answer key at the end of the book is for you to check your answers to the exercises at er you 

do them. The Answer key sometimes has more than one answer. This is because there is ot en 

not just one correct way of saying something. The Answer key also has possible answers for most 

of the exercises which are open-ended, or where you are asked to talk about yourself.

The Index at the end of the book has all the important words and phrases from the let -hand 

pages. The Index also tells you how to pronounce words. There is a list of phonemic symbols to 

help you understand the pronunciation on page 158.

It is a good idea to have a dictionary with you when you use the book so you can check the 

meaning of something, or translate a word into your own language. sometimes, you will also 

need a dictionary for the exercises; we tell you when this is so. You also need a vocabulary 

notebook to write down new words. see page 170 for ideas on how to learn and remember 

these new words.

We hope you like this book. When you have finished all the units in this book, you can go to the next 

book in the series, English Vocabulary in Use: Pre-intermediate and Intermediate, and at er that, to the 

higher levels, English Vocabulary in Use: Upper-intermediate and English Vocabulary in Use: Advanced.  

90 English Vocabulary in Use Elementary

Come / came / come42
Come and go are dif erent:

Come in / out
We say ‘Come in!’ when someone knocks at the door of a room.

Then the person who knocked comes into the room.

A

go
com

e

Come out (of) is ot en the opposite of come in (to).

A woman came out of the shop with 

two big bags. (I was in the street.) 

You put your money in and the ticket

comes out of the machine. 

Come back and come home
Come back means ‘return to this place here’.

She went away for three days. She came back yesterday. 

(She is here again.)

Come back is ot en used with from.

They came back from Italy yesterday.

Come home is similar; ‘home’ is ‘here’ for the person speaking.

MUM: What time did you come home last night?

SADIE: Oh, about 3 o’clock.

MUM: What! That’s much too late!

Other important uses of come
A: What country do you come from? 

B: I’m from Poland. / I come from Poland. / I’m Polish.

We’re going clubbing tonight. Do you want to come along [come with us]?

Come and see me some time. [visit me]

B

C

Come in!

Common mistakes

I come from Poland [NOT I’m coming from Poland].

Tip

Write down any prepositions you find with come every time you see them.

Exercises

Fill the gaps in the sentences.

1 I put money in, but the ticket didn’t come  the machine.

2 A: I’m going to Thailand tomorrow.

 B: Oh! When are you coming  ?

 A: In two weeks.

3 The teacher came  the classroom and started the lesson.

4 A: Where do you come  ?

 B: I’m Spanish.

5 Come and  me at 5 o’clock; we can talk about it then.

6 The children come  school at 4 o’clock.

What do you think these people are saying? Use words from the box.

come from   come in   come along   come here

42.1

42.2

out of

Fill the gaps using come in the correct form.

1 Did you  for your letters? They’re on the table.

2 She  back yesterday.

3 He  here every Tuesday.

4  you  to the party tonight?

5 Pierre  from a small town in Luxembourg.

Answer these questions for yourself. 

1 What time do you come home every day?

2 What country do you come from?

3 What do you do when you come into your classroom?

42.3

42.4

1 

2 4 

3 Come in!

come

We’re going 
to a party. 
Do you want 
to  ?

I  
 France.

Come in!

Over to you

Look up these verbs in a dictionary. Write down the meaning and one example for each verb. Ater a 

week, cover the verbs and examples, look at the meanings and see if you can remember the verbs.

Verb Meaning Example 
come round  
come across  
come up  

The let -hand page presents 

the new vocabulary. 

Diagrams and pictures 

show the meaning.

The let -hand page is 

divided into sections. Example sentences show 

the words in context.

A lot of dif erent exercise 

types are used: gap-fills, 

answering questions, 

matching, etc. 

Common mistakes and 

learning tips are also given 

on the let -hand page.

The right-hand page 

practises the new 

vocabulary. 

Pictures, tables and 

diagrams give variety to 

the exercises.

Mini-dialogues show how 

people use the words in 

real situations.

Over to you tasks give you 

a chance to do more work 

on the topic of the unit.
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To the teacher

This book can be used in class or as a self-study book. It is intended for learners at A1–A2 levels 

of the Council of Europe scale. It aims to take learners with a very basic level of vocabulary to 

a point where they can use approximately 2,000 words and phrases and teaches them around 

1, 250 new words and phrases. The vocabulary has been chosen for its usefulness in everyday 

situations, and we consulted a written and spoken corpus of present-day English to help us 

decide on the words and phrases to be included. The new vocabulary (on average 20–30 items 

per unit) is presented with photos or illustrations and explanations on the let-hand page, and 

there are exercises and activities on the right-hand page. There is an Answer key and an Index 

with pronunciation for all the key vocabulary.

The book focuses not just on single words, but also on useful phrases and collocations. For 

example, dificult teaching points such as the diference between do and make are dealt 

with through collocation (we do our homework, but we make mistakes), and useful phrases 

(e.g. come along) are presented.

The book is organised around everyday topics, but also has units devoted to core verbs such 

as get and bring / take. Typical errors are indicated where appropriate, and the most typical 

meanings and uses are focused on for each key item. The units in the book can be used in any 

order you like, but it is oten a good idea to do blocks of units based round the same topic 

(e.g.  P eople, At home, Leisure).

The right-hand pages ofer a variety of diferent types of activities, including traditional ones such 

as gap-filling, but also more open-ended ones and personalised activities which enable learners to 

talk about their own lives. Although the activities and exercises are designed for self-study, they can 

easily be adapted for pairwork, groupwork or whole-class activities in the usual ways. For example, 

where there are dialogues, students can take the speaking parts and practise the conversations, 

and where the exercises have questions and answers, students can practise asking each other 

the questions and answering them. see who has the best ideas for recording vocabulary in their 

notebook. The Answer key sometimes gives alternative answers to the exercises, and also gives 

possible model answers for the more personalised ones.

When the learners have worked through a group of units, it is a good idea to repeat some of 

the work (for example, the exercises) and to expand on the meaning and use of key words and 

phrases by extra discussion in class, and find other examples of the key items in other texts and 

situations. This can be done at intervals of one to three months ater first working on a unit. This 

is important, since it is usually the case that learners need five to seven exposures to a word or 

phrase before they can really know it, and no single book can do enough to ensure that words 

are always learnt first time.

When your students have finished and reviewed all the units in this book, they can move on to 

the next book in this series: English Vocabulary in Use: Pre-intermediate and Intermediate, by 

stuart Redman.

Find more resources for teachers at www.cambridge.org

We hope you enjoy using the book.
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