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Preface

The Cambridge Habermas Lexicon is intended to be the “go to,” indispensable, and leading
research tool for scholars, students, and general readers interested in the work of Jürgen
Habermas. It is without doubt the most up-to-date resource on Habermas’s by now massive
oeuvre, which spans nearly seven decades of philosophical and intellectual productivity. The
Lexicon also aims to be an important bibliographical resource for those trying to make sense of
the impact and reception of Habermas’s thought in twentieth- and early twenty-first-century
European, North Atlantic, and global contexts. The editors are particularly honored and proud
to include some of the topHabermas scholars from across the world. Habermas’s work has had a
global reception, and the Lexicon aims to reflect this fact.

Habermas’s thought has revolutionized our philosophical, social-theoretical, and, most
importantly, modern political vocabulary. He has fashioned new philosophical, sociological,
political, legal, and moral concepts, which have enabled us to understand differently what it
means to be moral agents, citizens, speakers, gendered, racialized, modern, and postsecular
subjects. As a Lexicon, this book is meant first and foremost to give readers a synoptic,
comprehensive, historical, and conceptual understanding of Habermas’s key concepts. It thus
aims to archive, survey, and elucidate the grammar of Habermas’s transformative language; a
language that the editors and contributors of this volume think has become part of our lingua
franca. Entries range from the most pivotal and well known of Habermas’s keywords – such as
“public sphere,” “communicative rationality,” “deliberative democracy,” “discourse ethics,”
“critical hermeneutics,” “Frankfurt School,” and “Critical Theory” – to some less obvious,
possibly even obscure ones – such as “all-affected rule,” “civil disobedience,” “knowledge
anthropology,” “postcolonial/decolonial,” “principle of self-reconstruction” (Selbsteinholungs
prinzip), “counterfactual presupposition,” “race,” and many others that are also key to
Habermas’s vocabulary but which are often neglected or missed.

The Lexicon also includes eighty-one entries on those figures who are central to Habermas’s
intellectual development, production, and/or reception. First, there are those who influenced
his philosophical development, such as his primary philosophical influences and his teachers
and university colleagues and cohorts. Second, there are contemporary philosophers who
served as important interlocutors for the articulation and defense of his ideas. Third, there
are thinkers who have been deeply influenced by Habermas and further developed his core
ideas. And fourth, there are thinkers who have taken up Habermas’s work in surprising and
generative directions. Among entries, readers will find not only expected names – Kant, Hegel,
Marx, Weber, Wittgenstein, Heidegger, Adorno, Horkheimer, Apel, Foucault, Arato, Cohen,
Benhabib, and Fraser – but also some figures not often associated with Habermas, such as
Dussel, Gehlen, Jonas, Löwith, Plessner, Rothacker, and Tomasello.

Each entry aims to present the concept, figure, or philosopheme in question in a language
that is thoroughly researched yet jargon-free, lucid, and comprehensive. In some cases, entries
trace the development of terms or concepts that were eventually abandoned. In those dealing
with figures, the goal is to chart clear lines of influence, relevance, impact, and generative
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developments that show both the rich background of Habermas’s own intellectual trajectory
and the profound direct and not-so-direct influence he has had on a great number of thinkers.
Within each entry, the reader will find definitions, structures, genealogies, and descriptions of
key concepts and figures based on Habermas’s works, a list of abbreviations of which can be
found at the front of the volume. By consulting each entry, the reader will be able to identify
which of Habermas’s texts is/are most directly relevant to the term under study, and in this way
can be directed to Habermas’s works for further research. For readers who want to learn more
about the topic or figure under discussion, each entry is followed by an indispensable and
immediately relevant Suggested Reading list of secondary texts that will provide additional
information, the full details of which are located in the Bibliography at the end of the book.

Evidently, this book is not meant to be read sequentially, from cover to cover. Instead, it is
meant to guide the reader and researcher across key words and figures in lines of dependence,
influence, correlation, and relevance. To this end, at the end of each entry there is a list of other
key words or names that intersect with the term under consideration. And finally, at the end of
the volume there is an index (of key words and names) that aims to be as comprehensive as
possible. Through these three systems of cross-referencing readers will be able to develop a
synoptic and deep overview of Habermas’s thinking.

The Bibliography does not cover the entirety of the extensive secondary literature on
Habermas’s work, but does give some indication of Habermas’s substantial impact on the
humanities and social sciences.

Lastly, we provide a Chronology of JürgenHabermas, which was compiled with the generous
input of Professor Habermas himself while also drawing on the following biographies and
introductory works: Hauke Brunkhorst (2006), Mattias Iser and David Strecker (2012), Martin
Matuštík (2001), and Stefan Müller-Doohm (2016a).

We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the incredible work that our two
graduate research assistants, Benjamin Randolph and Emma Velez, have done to make the
Lexicon possible. Both have been superlative: absolutely dependable, extremely hard working,
thoroughly organized, and unflappably good natured throughout a long and complex process.
We also have to thank our editor at Cambridge University Press, Hilary Gaskin, who enthu-
siastically embraced the project, and who has been a most attentive and conscientious editor.

In the speech Habermas delivered on the occasion of his acceptance of the Kyoto Prize in
2004, one of his most autobiographical and moving texts, he remarked that the conceptual triad
of “public sphere,” “discourse,” and “reason” have dominated his scholarly and public life.
Indeed, Habermas has not only been the supreme philosopher of communicative reason, but
also a generous and solicitous practitioner of reciprocal, engaged, responsive discourse. His
scholarly and public interventions have had their own communicative effects. Like no one else,
Habermas has modeled how the public use of reason generates an enlightened and enlightening
reason. It is in this spirit that we hope the Lexicon will have its own communicative power.

xxii / Preface
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Chronology of Jürgen Habermas

1929 Friedrich Ernst Jürgen Habermas, the second of the three children of Grete
and Ernst Habermas, is born in Düsseldorf on 18 June. Childhood and youth
in Gummersbach (Oberbergisches Land), where he attends primary and
secondary school.

1949–54 Completes final exams (Abitur) at the end of secondary school, and begins to
study philosophy, psychology, German literature, history, and economics in
Göttingen. Studies for one term in Zurich. From winter term 1950/51 con-
tinues and completes his studies in Bonn. Friendship with Karl-Otto Apel,
Wilfried Berghahn, and Günther Rohrbach.

1954 Completes his doctorate under the supervision of Erich Rothacker with a
thesis entitled “Das Absolute und die Geschichte: Von der Zwiespaltigkeit in
Schellings Denken” [The absolute and history: On the ambivalence in
Schelling’s thought].

1954–6 Works as a freelance journalist for various daily and weekly newspapers and
cultural journals. Grant from the German Research Association. July 1955:
Marries Ute Wesselhoeft.

1956–9 Assistant at the Institute for Social Research in Frankfurt am Main. First
encounter with Theodor Adorno and his wife Gretel, as well as with
Ludwig von Friedeburg. Involvement in various empirical research projects,
for instance Student und Politik [Students and politics]. 1956: Birth of son
Tilmann.

1959–61 Grant from the German Research Foundation for Habilitation. Hands in
notice at the Institute for Social Research and works on habilitation, The
Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere, with Wolfgang Abendroth in
Marburg. July 1959: Birth of daughter Rebekka.

1961–4 Becomes extraordinary professor of philosophy at the University of
Heidelberg. Meets Hans-Georg Gadamer, Karl Löwith, and Alexander and
Margarete Mitscherlich. “Positivist dispute”: controversy over the logic of
the social sciences with Karl Popper and Hans Albert.

1963 Publication of Theorie und Praxis: Sozialphilosophische Studien [Theory and
practice: studies in social philosophy].

1964 SucceedsMaxHorkheimer as full professor of philosophy and sociology at the
University of Frankfurt am Main in the summer term.

1965 First study visit to the USA, where he meets Leo Löwenthal, Siegfried
Kracauer, and Herbert Marcuse.

1967 Birth of daughter Judith. Autumn: Visiting professor at the New School for
Social Research in New York (Theodor Heuss Chair). After that, numerous
visiting professorships at Wesleyan University, University of California
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(Berkeley and Santa Barbara), Northwestern University, and Collège de
France (Paris), among others.

1968 In lectures and articles, promotes a fundamental democratization of German
universities. Engages in debates with representatives of the student move-
ment. Publication of Technik und Wissenschaft als “Ideologie” [Science and
technology as “ideology”] and Knowledge and Human Interests.

1969 Publication of Protestbewegung und Hochschulreform [Protest movement and
reform of the university].

1970 February–March: Delivers the Christian Gauss Lectures at Princeton
University under the title “Vorlesungen zu einer sprachtheoretischen
Grundlegung der Soziologie” (published in English in 2001: “Reflections on
the Linguistic Foundation of Sociology,” in On the Pragmatics of Social
Interaction: Preliminary Studies in the Theory of Communicative Action).

1971 Debates with Niklas Luhmann on systems theory and critical social theory.
From October: Director at the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Living
Conditions in the Scientific and Technical World.

1972 July: Presents a paper at the symposium in honor of Walter Benjamin:
“Consciousness-Raising or Rescuing Critique – The Actuality of Walter
Benjamin.” October: The family moves into their new home in Starnberg.

1973 February: Publication of Legitimation Crisis. November: The philosophical
faculty of the University of Munich rejects Habermas’s application for an
honorary professorship.

1974 Receives Hegel Prize of the city of Stuttgart.
1975 Honorary philosophy professorship at the University of Frankfurt am Main.
1976 Publication of Zur Rekonstruktion des HistorischenMaterialismus [On the recon-

struction of historical materialism].
1977 Disputes over terrorism and state of national emergency. December: First

visit to Israel, on the occasion of Gershom Sholem’s eightieth birthday.
1980 January–April: Visiting professor at Berkeley. 11 September: Receives the

Theodor W. Adorno Prize of the city of Frankfurt am Main. Honorary
doctorate from the New School for Social Research in New York.

1981 Spring: Resigns as director at the Max Planck Institute in Starnberg.
Publication of The Theory of Communicative Action. From October: Professor
of philosophy, in particular social philosophy and philosophy of history, at the
Johann Wolfgang Goethe University in Frankfurt am Main. Series on
“Theorie der Modernitat” [Theory of modernity]. Becomes a member of
the German Academy for Language and Literature.

1985 Publication of Die neue Unübersichtlichkeit [The new obscurity] and The
Philosophical Discourse of Modernity. Receives Hans and Sophie Scholl Prize
of the city of Munich and theWilhelm Leuschner medal of the state of Hesse.

1986 “Historians’ debate”: controversy over the question of the uniqueness of the
Holocaust. Leibniz Prize of the German Research Association. Research
projects on legal theory with financial support from the Leibniz program.

1987 Publication of Eine Art Schadensabwicklung [A kind of settlement of damages].
Sonning Prize of Copenhagen University.
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1988 February: Publication of Postmetaphysical Thinking. September: Howison
Lectures at the University of California, Berkeley. Paper at the congress
“The Contemporary German Mind” at Johns Hopkins University in
Baltimore. Paper at the 18th World Congress of Philosophy in Brighton,
England, on “Individuation through Socialization.”

1989 Honorary doctorate from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Festschrift on
the occasion of his sixtieth birthday: Zwischenbetrachtungen im Prozeß der
Aufklarung. Several lectures at the Law School of New York University.
Publication of Die nachholende Revolution [The belated revolution]. Debate
over German unification.

1990 April: Wittgenstein Conference in Frankfurt am Main.
1991 March: Publication of Justification and Application: Remarks on Discourse Ethics.
1992 Publication of Between Facts and Norms.
1994 22 September: Official retirement. Made “permanent visiting professor” at

Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois.
1995 Karl Jaspers Prize of the city of Heidelberg. Honorary doctorate from the

University of Tel Aviv.
1996 Publication of The Inclusion of the Other: Studies in Political Theory. May: Goes

on a lecture tour in Hong Kong and South Korea. Lecture at the Korean
Society of Philosophy, Seoul, on “Konzeption der Moderne: Ein Riickblick
auf zwei Traditionen” [The conception of modernity: looking back at two
traditions].

1998 Debate over cloning, genetic engineering, and freedom of the will.
Publication of The Postnational Constellation. May: Lecture tour in Egypt.
June: Paper at the Cultural Forum of the SPD, discussion with Chancellor
Gerhard Schröder. September: Paper at the Congress of Sociology in
Freiburg, organized jointly by the Swiss, Austrian, and German associations.
Habermas’s contribution titled “Nach dreißg Jahren: Bemerkungen zu
Erkenntnis und Interesse” [Thirty years on: remarks on Knowledge and Human
Interests].

1999 Theodor Heuss Prize in Stuttgart. Publication of Truth and Justification.
Debates over the war in Kosovo and over genetic engineering. July:
Interdisciplinary symposium on “Die Öffentlichkeit der Vernunft und die
Vernunft der Öffentlichkeit” [The public sphere of reason and the reason of
the public sphere] at the Goethe University on the occasion of Habermas’s
seventieth birthday. Receives Hesse’s Cultural Prize.

2000 Resident visitor at the Law School of New York University. June: Visits Iran
for a week.

2001 April: Visit to China. Lectures at the universities of Beijing and Shanghai and
at the Academy of Social Science. Debate over the public use of religion.
October: “Faith and Knowledge,” acceptance speech upon receiving the
Peace Prize of the German Publishers and Booksellers Association.

2002 June: Visit to Iran, where he delivers a lecture on “Sakularisierung in der
postsakularen Gesellschaft” [Secularization in a postsecular society] at
Tehran University. Lecture at the European University Viadrina in
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Frankfurt an der Oder on “Religious Tolerance as Pacemaker for Cultural
Rights.”

2003 Publicly criticizes the IraqWar and unilateral US hegemony. October: Prince
of Asturias Award in Orviedo. September: Paper at the Adorno Conference in
Frankfurt amMain: “‘IMyself am Part of Nature’ –Adorno on the Intrication
of Reason in Nature: Reflections on the Relation between Freedom and
Unavailability.”

2004 Beginning of debates over naturalism and freedom. January: Paper and dis-
cussion, jointly with Cardinal Ratzinger, at the Catholic Academy in Munich.
May: Publication of The DividedWest.November: Kyoto Prize of the Inamori
Foundation, where he gives a speech on “Public Space and Political Sphere –
The Biographical Roots of Two Motifs in my Thought.”

2005 Publication of Between Naturalism and Religion. November: Awarded the
Holberg Prize in Bergen. Acceptance speech on “Religion in the Public
Sphere.”

2006–7 March: Awarded the Bruno Kreisky Prize in Vienna. November: State Prize
of North Rhine-Westphalia. December: Speech at the Bielefelder Stadthalle:
“Wer kann wen umarmen: Konsenssuche im Streit: Lobrede auf Ronald
Dworkin, den Philosophen, Polemiker und Burger” [Who can take whom
in his arms: speech in honor of Ronald Dworkin, the philosopher, polemicist
and citizen].

2008 Publication of Europe: The Faltering Project. March: Lectures at the Nexus
Institute in Tilburg, the Netherlands, and at the University of Aarhus on
the theme of “The Post-Secular Society: What Does it Mean?” September:
Made honorary member of the German Society for Philosophy and gives
an address at the 21st German Congress for Philosophy on the topic of
“Von den Weltbildern zur Lebenswelt” [From world pictures to the
lifeworld].

2009 February: Publication of Philosophische Texte: Studienausgabe in fünf Banden
[Philosophical texts: collected edition in five volumes]. May: Conference on
“Auslaufmodell Demokratie? Problem und Moglichkeiten demokratischer
Selbstbestimmung in der postnationalen Konstellation” [Democracy – a
model to be discontinued? Problems and possibilities of democratic self-
determination within the postnational constellation] at the University of
Zurich on the occasion of Habermas’s eightieth birthday. June: “… die Lava
des Gedankens im Fluss” [The lava of thought in flow], a display of
Habermas’s work at the German National Library in Frankfurt marking his
eightieth birthday. October: Conference on “Rethinking Socialism” in New
York. Meets for a public dialogue with Judith Butler, Charles Taylor, and
Cornel West to debate “The Power of Religion in the Public Sphere.” A
seminar with international scholars is hosted by the Institute for Public
Knowledge, Social Science Research Council, New York University and
Stony Brook, to discuss “Habermas and Religion.”
November: Lecture at the UNESCO conference on “Philosophy in the
Dialogue of Cultures” in Moscow.
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