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Tamta’s World

The Life and Encounters of a Medieval Noblewoman from the
Middle East to Mongolia

This book tells the compelling story of a Christian noblewoman
named Tamta in the thirteenth century. Born to an Armenian family
at the court of Queen Tamar of Georgia, she was ransomed in mar-
riage to nephews of Saladin, after her father was captured during a
siege. She was later raped and then married by the Khwarazmshah and
held hostage by the Mongols, before being made an independent ruler
in eastern Anatolia under them. Her tale stretches from the Mediter-
ranean to Mongolia and reveals the extraordinary connections across
continents and cultures that one woman could experience. Without a
voice of her own, surviving monuments — monasteries and mosques,
caravanserais and palaces — build up a picture of Tamta’s world and
the roles women played in it. It explores how women’s identities
changed between different courts, with shifting languages, religions
and cultures, and between their roles as daughters, wives, mothers and
widows.

ANTONY EASTMOND is A. G. Leventis Professor of Art History at
the Courtauld Institute of Art, University of London. He has published
extensively on the world of eastern Christianity and its connections
with the Islamic world around it, especially in Georgia and the Cauca-
sus, and Trebizond. He has also published on Late Antique and Byzan-
tine art, with a particular interest in ivories and the visual power of
inscriptions. Notable among his works are Royal Imagery in Medieval
Georgia (1998), Art and Identity in Thirteenth-Century Byzantium:
Hagia Sophia and the Empire of Trebizond (2004), The Glory of Byzan-
tium and Early Christendom (2013) and Viewing Inscriptions in the Late
Antique and Medieval World (ed., 2015).
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123-1322). Photo: Vram Hakobyan [267]

Crusader doorway from Acre, re-used as the entrance

to the madrasa—mausoleum complex of the Mamluk Sultan
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al-Nasir Muhammad in Cairo, Egypt; 1296-1303. © Antony
Eastmond [269]

95. Back of the astrolabe of al-Ashraf, made by ‘Abd al-Karim,
Mesopotamia. Brass with gold and silver inlay; 1227 (Oxford,
Museum for the History of Science, inv. 37148; diameter: 27.7 cm;
weight: 3.75 kg). © Museum of the History of Science [274]

96. Aries from a Georgian astrological treatise, 1188 (National
Manuscripts Centre, Tbilisi, MS A-65, fol. 352; 23 x 30.5cm).
© National Manuscripts Centre, Tbilisi. Courtesy Zurab
Samarghanishvili [276]

97. The preparation of the theriac of Aflaguras from the Kitab al-Diryaq
[Book of antidotes], written and illustrated in Mesopotamia; 1199
(Paris, BNE, arabe 2964, fol. 15; 36.5 x 27.5 cm). © Bibliothéque
nationale de France [278]

98. Detail of the celestial globe of Frederick II, Holy Roman Emperor, a
gift from al-Kamil Ayyub, showing Gemini and Cancer, with Orion
and Hydra below. Brass with gold and silver inlay; 1225/6 (Naples,
Museo di Capodimonte; diameter 22.1 cm). Museo di Capodimonte,
Napoli. Photo © Luciano Pedicini/Archivio dellArte  [280]

99. North portal of the Alaeddin Camii, Konya, Turkey; 1219-20.
© Antony Eastmond [284]

100. Portal of the Sultan Han near Aksaray, Turkey; 1229 (photo by
Gertrude Bell, 1907). Gertrude Bell Archive, Newcastle University.
1196 [285]

101. Sitte Melik, Divrigi, Turkey, tomb of Shahanshah, Mengujekid ruler
of the city; 1196. © Antony Eastmond  [289]

102. Tomb of Mumine Khatun, Nakhchivan, Azerbaijan, built for the
first wife of Jahan Pahlavan, atabeg of Azerbaijan; 1186. © Steve
Rapp [290]

103. Portal of the mausoleum of Mama Khatun, Tercan, Turkey; early
thirteenth century. © Antony Eastmond [291]

104. Ground plan of the mausoleum of Mama Khatun, Tercan, Turkey,
early thirteenth century [292]

105. Tomb of Mama Khatun, Tercan, Turkey; early thirteenth century.
© Antony Eastmond [294]

106. Convent of the Virgin, Ani, Turkey, from the north; early thirteenth
century. © Antony Eastmond  [295]

107. Ground plan of the convent of the Virgin, Ani, Turkey; early
thirteenth century [296]
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Mugqarnas stonework in the central vault of

the zhamatun of the monastery of Harichavank, Armenia;

c. 1224. © Antony Eastmond  [297]

Mugqarnas stonework in the central vault of the Yakutiye Madrasa,
Erzurum, Turkey; 1310. © Antony Eastmond  [298]

West facade of the chapel of St Gregory, Goshavank, Armenia; 1237.
© Antony Eastmond [299]

Tympanum over the west door of the zhamatun, Harichavank,
Armenia; 1234. © Antony Eastmond  [300]

Cantilevered staircase in the main church at Harichavank, Armenia;
1201. © Antony Eastmond  [301]

Armenian inscription on east facade of main church at Harichavank,
Armenia; 1201. © Antony Eastmond  [302]

East facade of the zhamatun of the church of the Holy Apostles, Ani,
Turkey; before 1217. © Antony Eastmond  [302]

Polychrome vaulting in the zhamatun of the church of the Holy
Apostles, Ani, Turkey; before 1217. © Antony Eastmond  [303]
Polychrome vaulting in the mosque of Minuchihr, Ani, Turkey;
twelfth—thirteenth century. © Antony Eastmond [304]

Ground plan of the mosque-hospital complex at Divrigi,

Turkey; 1229  [305]

North portal of the mosque at Divrigi, Turkey; 1229. © Antony
Eastmond [307]

Detail of rhombuses and foliate decoration on north portal of the
mosque, Divrigi, Turkey; 1229. © Antony Eastmond [308]

Detail of interlace medallions and palmettes on north portal of the
mosque, Divrigi, Turkey; 1229. © Antony Eastmond  [309]

Detail of the depth of carving of the decoration on the north portal
of the mosque, Divrigi, Turkey; 1229. © Antony Eastmond  [310]
West portal of the mosque, Divrigi, Turkey; 1229. © Antony
Eastmond [311]

West portal of the hospital, Divrigi, Turkey; 1229. © Antony
Eastmond [312]

Detail of a vault in the south-east corner of the mosque, Divrigi,
Turkey; 1229. © Antony Eastmond [313]

Iwan of the hospital, Divrigi, Turkey; 1229. © Antony

Eastmond [314]

Detail of a tombstone at Akhlat; late thirteenth century. © Antony
Eastmond [315]
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127. Side wall of the portal of the madrasa of the Mahperi Huand Hatun
complex, Kayseri, Turkey; 1237. © Antony Eastmond [316]

128. View from the south-west of Hovhannavank monastery, Armenia:
church (1215-21); zhamatun (1250-5). © Antony Eastmond [318]

129. Tympanum over the west entrance to the zhamatun at
Saghmosavank monastery, Armenia; 1250-5. © Antony
Eastmond [318]

130. Altar platform in main the church at Makaravank monastery,
Armenia; 1205. © Antony Eastmond  [319]

131. Mihrab commissioned by al-Muzaffar Ghazi in the Ulu Camii at
Mayyafariqin (Silvan), Turkey; 1227. © Antony Eastmond [320]

132. Roman temple at Garni, Armenia; first century AD (rebuilt 1960s).
© Antony Eastmond  [323]

133. Detail of the ornate brick and tile work on the south iwan of the
madrasa at Zuzan, Iran; 1218. © Sheila Blair and Jonathan
Bloom [332]

134. Copper ingot of Jalal al-Din Khwarazmshah counterstamped by
Queen Rusudan of Georgia; 1228 (Copenhagen, David Collection,
inv. C330; 49.2 g). The David Collection, Copenhagen. Photo:
Pernille Klemp [334]

135. Minai-ware dish showing a siege; c¢. 1210-20 (Freer Gallery of Art,
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC: purchase, F1943.3;
diameter: 47.8 cm). © Smithsonian Institution [334]

136. Black stone of Jalal al-Din Khwarazmshah; November 1230 (British
Museum, inv. ME OA 1990.6-12.1; 47 x 29 cm) [337]

137. The great Buddha at Bamiyan, Afghanistan; sixth century AD
(photo by Robert Byron, 1933/4). Image courtesy Conway Library,
Courtauld Institute of Art, London [354]

138. Guillaume Boucher’s drinks fountain at the Mongol court, as
imagined by Pierre Bergeron to accompany Illustrations de Voyages
faits principalement en Asie (Paris 1735). Muséum national d’histoire
naturelle (Paris) — Direction des bibliothéeques et de la
documentation [359]

139. Design for a peacock fountain for cleaning hands, from al-Jazari’s
Book of Knowledge of Ingenious Mechanical Devices; 1206 (TSMK.
Ahmet IT1, 3472, fol. 136a) [361]

140. Tiles from the summer palace at Takht-i Sulayman, Iran; 1270s (Los
Angeles County Museum of Art, Shinji Shumeikai Acquisition Fund,
AC1996.115.1-4; each tile 24.8 cm high). Image: Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, www.lacma.org [365]
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John, bishop of Grner and brother of King Hetum II, consecrating a
priest, from a Gospel book made in 1289 (Yerevan, Matenadaran
197, fol. 341v; 26.3 x 18 cm). © Matenadaran, Yerevan [366]

Coin of Tamta from Akhlat; ¢. 1250 (Tiibingen no. 99-14-54).
Tiibingen University coin collection, FINT inv. no. 99-14-54. [375]
Sts Constantine and Helena with Mongolian features, from a Syriac
lectionary, copied at the monastery of Mar Mattai, near Mosul, Iraq;
1219-20 (Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, Syr. 559, fol. 223v;

43.5 x 33.5 cm). © 2017 Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana [385]
Family mausoleum bell-tower for Zakare III and his wife Vaneni
Mgqargrdzeli at Kobayr, Armenia; 1279. © Antony Eastmond  [387]
Usta Sakirt Tiirbe, Akhlat, Turkey; 1273. © Antony Eastmond  [388]
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Transliteration

As anyone who has worked on materials that cross linguistic and alphabetic
frontiers knows, trying to impose consistency of spelling is well nigh impos-
sible, not helped by the absence of consistency in the primary sources. No
single system can cope with the diversity of names and sounds employed
by the peoples that Tamta met, spoke and wrote with, so I have preferred to
present names in ways that do not deter the casual reader. Whilst Halarc’in
or mcignobartuxucesi may please purists, they are not easy on the eye.
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Abbreviations

BEO Bulletin d’études orientales

BSOAS Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies

DopP Dumbarton Oaks Papers

RCEA Répertoire chronologique d’épigraphie arabe, 18 vols. (Cairo, 1936)
REArm Revue des études arméniennes

REB Revue des études byzantines

RHCHO  Recueil des historiens des croisades: historiens orientaux

TEI Thesaurus d’Epigraphie Islamique (http://www.epigraphie-islamique.

org/)
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