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1
Hugo, Charlie and Jack lived with their parents next to a large lake. Hugo and Jack 

were boys, of course, but Charlie was a girl. Her real name was Charlotte but the 

family usually called her Charlie or Lotty because those names were shorter. 

The children lived in the countryside so there were no cinemas or exciting skate 

parks near their home and there were no concerts or festivals or restaurants to go 

to. But the three children didn’t mind because they all loved sailing. Their father 

taught them to swim and sail when they were very young. Hugo and Charlie were 

brilliant at sailing. But Jack needed more practice. 

There was an island in the middle of the lake. The children called it Swan Island 

because once, only once, they found a swan’s nest there. They often sailed across 

the water to it. When they got to the island, they sometimes made a ire there 

and cooked meatballs or sausages. Some nights they stayed on the island in their 

father’s old tent. They were never afraid of sailing to the island by themselves or 

frightened of sleeping there alone on dark, cold nights. 
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While they were having breakfast last Sunday, the children decided to take a picnic 

to Swan Island. Hugo carried a backpack that was full of food and Charlie and Jack 

carried everything else they needed down the steps to the water. 

‘It’s quite windy today, isn’t it?’ Jack said. 

‘Yes, but the wind’s coming from the north. It’s OK,’ Charlie whispered to Jack. 

Jack was the youngest and Charlie liked looking after him. She didn’t want him to 

worry about anything or think that a storm might come.  

The children took of their shoes and threw them into the boat. Then they carefully 

put the backpack on one of the seats and pushed the boat into the water. When 

the water came up to their knees, they jumped in. They pulled up the sails, which 

soon illed with wind, and sailed towards the island.   

Two bluebirds lew over their heads 

and disappeared around a corner in 

the lake. ‘That’s unusual,’ thought 

Hugo but he didn’t say anything. 

Then something more unusual 

happened. The wind changed. It began 

to come from the west and suddenly 

got very strong. Hugo said, ‘Sit on the 

other side of the boat. Quickly!’ Charlie 

did, but Jack didn’t and he fell into the 

water. 
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Jack was quite good at swimming but 

the waves were getting higher every 

minute. ‘Come on, Jack! Swim to the 

boat! You can do it!’ Charlie shouted. 

Jack tried and tried, but Hugo could 

see that his younger brother was 

getting tired. He looked at Charlie. 

‘I don’t want my sister to be alone 

in the boat,’ he thought. ‘But, but …’ 

Then, ‘HELP!’ Charlie shouted. 

Suddenly, a huge pirate ship appeared from behind Swan Island! It was moving really 

fast. Hugo and Charlie could only see two pirates on the ship. Both pirates quickly 

jumped into the water and helped Jack get back into the children’s sailing boat.

‘All right now, Jack?’ they asked. 

‘Yes. I’m sorry for falling in! Thank you so much!’ Jack said.

The wind stopped blowing so hard and changed again. 

‘It’s coming from the east. No! It’s coming from the north again.’ Hugo said. 

The taller pirate looked up at the lag to see and the shorter pirate put her inger 

up in the air to feel the wind. ‘Yep! You’re right, Hugo,’ they said together. 

Hugo wanted to ask the two pirates lots of questions. 

‘How did they sail their ship to their lake? The sea was 200 kilometres away! 

Where were the other pirates? The ship was too big for only two people to sail. And 

how did the pirates know their names?’

But Hugo kept quiet. 
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‘We’re going to have a picnic on Swan Island,’ Charlie said. ‘Would you like to eat 

with us?’ 

‘Sure, Charlie,’ the shorter pirate said. ‘We can bring our food, as well.’

The pirates’ food was diferent from the children’s. They brought fat black olives 

and green limes and dry biscuits, but everyone enjoyed the picnic. While they were 

eating, the pirates taught them pirate songs and told the children some scary pirate 

stories. They all laughed and laughed. 

When it began to get dark, the taller pirate stood up, smiled (some of his teeth were 

missing!) and said, ‘We have to go now. But remember … when the wind suddenly 

changes and comes from the west, strange things can happen.’

The pirates got into the children’s boat and because there was no wind now, Hugo 

started the engine. He took the pirates back to their ship, then returned to the island. 

‘Quick,’ he said to Charlie and Jack. ‘Let’s run up to the top of the hill to see where 

they go!’

The three children ran up and up the path through the trees to get to the top of 

Swan Island hill. Then they looked north, south, east and west but they couldn’t see 

the ship anywhere. 

‘It disappeared,’ Charlie said. 

‘Yes. And I didn’t ask my questions …’ 

Hugo said. 

‘Perhaps one day, we can have some 

more fun with them,’ Jack said. 

‘Perhaps,’ Hugo said quietly. 

And each time after that day, when 

Hugo sailed to Swan Island, as a boy 

AND as a man, he hoped to meet the 

pirates again. But he never did.
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1

A Complete the words. 

B  What do you hear about first? Order the actions. Then draw an 
action and write about it.

1  n    

7  s    2  w   

5  e   

3  p   

4  h   

6  w   

pulling up the sails 

falling into the water  

telling scary stories 

sleeping in a tent 1

running up a path  

pushing a boat  

1 2 3 4 5 6

yes

While I was 

 .

C  Can the children in the story already do these things? Write yes 
or don’t know. 
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D Complete the sentences with a word from the box.

of about at from for of to

1  I’m not frightened of   sleeping in a tent. Are you?

2  Is your sailing boat different  mine?

3  I hope you are kind  your little brother. 

4  I’m sorry  not saying thank you. 

5  You really are brilliant  sailing this boat.

6  Are you worried  travelling alone to the island?

7  My bag is full  things to take on our picnic. 

E  
03

  Listen and colour and write. 
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F  Read the story. Write some words to complete the sentences 
about the story. You can use 1, 2, 3 or 4 words.

The pirate’s scary story

Hugo, Charlie and Jack were sitting 

around the fire with the two pirates. One 

was tall and the other was short. ‘Tell us  

a story!’ Jack said. 

‘OK,’ said the taller pirate, whose name 

was Greyrock. ‘I’ll tell you a story about a scary storm. My father told me 

this story when I was the same age as you, Hugo.

It was a cold, dark night and high waves were hitting the front of a pirates’ 

ship every minute. Two of the pirates were speaking quietly in a corner. The 

sails above them were moving this way and that way very loudly.’ 

‘It’s that west wind!’ the shorter pirate whispered to the children. ‘It’s 

always the strongest and loudest.’ ‘And brings the worst problems!’ said 

the taller pirate.

‘It was frightening. The ship was lifting and falling as the waves got higher 

and higher. And in the light from the moon, the pirates could see seven 

sharks. They were swimming in circles around the ship …’ 

‘I don’t think I want to hear any more of your story,’ Jack said. ‘Let’s cook 

some sausages and make hot chocolate to drink instead!’

‘I agree!’ Charlie said. ‘Me too!’ said Hugo. ‘So do I!’ said the shorter 

pirate! 

‘All right!’ laughed Greyrock. 

So the children never knew the end of the story …

Examples

 The children and the two pirates were sitting by a fire  . 

 The taller pirate  was called Greyrock. 

Questions

1  Greyrock told the children a story about a frightening  . 

2  Greyrock’s  told him this story a long time ago. 

3  In the story, two pirates were   together quietly.

4  The waves were getting  . 

5   were swimming round and round the ship. 

6  Jack suddenly wanted to  some food instead!

7  The children and the shorter pirate never heard the  ! 

www.cambridge.org/9781316617250
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-61725-0 — Storyfun 6 Student's Book with Online Activities and Home Fun Booklet 6
Karen Saxby 
Excerpt
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

11

G Write words that have the same end sound.

bear caught go hurry these more eight shoe

1  know go

2  knees 

3  taught 

4  air 

5  worry 

6  sure 

7  threw 

8  skate 

H Complete the words and design weather symbols. 

I 
04

 Listen and draw the weather. 

4 5 6 7

2 31

w   d f  gr   n

i  e s    m s  n s   w

p.
68

p.
72
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