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

A
Abandanes, royal secretary of Khusro, 

ii..–   
Abraham (Abrames), father of Nonnosus; 

despatched by Justin I to al-Mundhir to 
rescue two captured Roman commanders, 
§; sent on another embassy to Qays, §  

Abramus, king of the Homerites, i..–; 
hollow commitment to Justinian to invade 
Persia, i..

Abu Karib, ruler of the Saracens inhabiting the 
Arabian Palm Groves, i..–

Acacius, appointed governor of Armenia after 
denouncing and killing his predecessor, 
ii..–; killed by subjects because of his 
cruelty and avarice, ii..–; father of 
Adolius, ii..

Adergudunbades, appointed kanarang by 
Khusro, i..–; foils Khusro’s plan to 
murder Kavadh; betrayal by his son leads to 
his death, i..–

Adolius, son of Acacius; slanders Sittas’s 
handling of the Armenian campaign, ii..; 
formerly a silentarius, made joint commander 
of a cavalry detachment, ii.., –; 
arrives at Citharizon in preparation for 
invasion of Persarmenia, ii..; killed in 
Persarmenia, ii..

Adonachus, commander of Roman forces 
stationed at Chalcis, ii..

Aeimachus, Antiochene youth who kills Persian 
noble, ii..–

Agamemnon, father of Iphigenia, i..
Aigan, Massagetae commander; serves with 

the Romans at the battle of Dara, i..; 
i.., 

Alexander, member of embassy despatched to 
Khusro, i..

Alexander the Macedonian, son of Philip; 
construction of the Caspian Gates along with 
a nearby fortress, i..; comparison with 

Justinian and Cyrus, ii..; foundation of 
Seleucia and Ctesiphon and Macedonian 
dominance over region, ii..

Amazaspes, nephew of Symeon; appointed 
ruler of the Armenians by Justinian; later 
denounced and murdered by his relative 
Acacius with the approval of the emperor, 
ii..– 

Ambazuces, a Hun; friendly to the Romans 
and in possession of the fortress and 
Caspian Gates; offer to cede control of the 
aforementioned to Anastasius I politely 
refused, i..– 

‘Amr, a Saracen Christian under al-Mundhir’s 
command; betrays the Persians by foiling 
their attempts to capture Sergiopolis, 
ii..–

‘Amr (Ambrus), brother of Qays; receives half 
of Qays’ phylarchate, §  

Anastasius I (Roman emperor, –), 
refuses Kavadh’s request for a loan to pay 
the king of the Hephthalites; his generosity 
towards the Amidenes following the sack of 
their city by Kavadh, i.., ; despatches 
Roman army to aid Amida prior to its 
fall; among those accompanying the army 
are Justin I and Vitalian, the former his 
successor, the latter a usurper, i..–; 
declines offer from Ambazuces to purchase 
control of the Caspian Gates and its nearby 
fortress; his fortification of Dara draws 
the ire of Kavadh, whom he successfully 
placates; fortifies �eodosiopolis as well, 
i..–; succeeded not by a relative, but 
by Justin I; embassy despatched to Kavadh 
includes his nephew Hypatius, i.., ; his 
nephew Probus sent to Bosporus to recruit 
Huns, i..; Justinian’s magister officiorum, 
Hermogenes, was previously the assessor of 
the Vitalian, a usurper during Anastasius’ 
reign, i..; Kavadh refers to Anastasius I’s 
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unwillingness to purchase the Caspian Gates, 
i..; his nephews Hypatius and Pompey 
are sent home from the palace by Justinian 
during the Nika revolt, i..; omen 
regarding Antioch occurs during his reign, 
ii..; Peter of Arzanene, Justin I’s secretary, 
becomes a general following the latter’s 
succession of Anastasius I, ii..; sends 
Nonnosus’ grandfather to Arethas (al-Harith) 
and establishes peace treaty, §

Anastasius (of Dara), assists in the overthrow 
of the tyranny set up by John in the city of 
Dara, i..; entrusted with delivering a 
letter from Justinian to Khusro; the latter 
neither responds to the letter nor allows 
Anastasius to leave, ii..–, ; after 
the capture of Sura, at which Anastasius 
was present, he is sent back to Justinian to 
inform him about Khusro’s whereabouts, 
ii.., ii.. 

Anatolius, magister militum per Orientem under 
�eodosius II; sent by latter as ambassador 
to invading Persian army; averts further 
conflict by negotiating a peace treaty with 
King Bahram, i..–; treaty of Anatolius 
referred to by Kavadh, i..

Andreas, member of Buzes’ entourage at Dara; 
his single-combat exploits, i..–

Aniabedes, Persian general sent by Khusro 
to capture Lazic Petra; possibly impaled 
by Khusro for failing to take the city, 
ii..–

Antonina, wife of Belisarius; orchestrates the 
downfall of John the Cappadocian with the 
connivance of �eodora, i..–

Apion, an Egyptian; appointed by Anastasius I 
as the treasurer for the expenses of the army 
mustered to lift the Persian siege of Amida; 
given complete authority over the direction 
of finances, i..

Aratius, a Persarmenian; he and his brother 
Narses defeat Sittas and Belisarius during an 
engagement in Persarmenia; both desert to 
the Romans and campaign with Belisarius 
in Italy; they are well received by Narses, a 
compatriot, as well as Justinian’s treasurer; 
his younger brother Isaac also defects to the 
Romans, betraying the border fortress of 
Bolum, i..; i.. 

Arcadius (Roman emperor, –), father 
of �eodosius II; ensures the safety of his 
son and heir by placing him under the 
guardianship of the Persian king Yazdgerd 
I; the Persian king upholds Arcadius’ 
arrangement, i..–

Areobindus, magister militum per Orientem 
under Anastasius I; one of four supreme 
commanders in charge of the Roman army 
despatched to Amida; encamps his forces 
at Arzamon near Constantia, but flees with 
them to the latter at the news of Kavadh’s 
advance; summoned to Byzantium, i.., 
–; i.. 

Argek, a Hun and guardsman of the Roman 
general Peter; distinguishes himself in 
combat at the siege of Edessa, ii..

Arsaces (Armenian king), ruler of Armenia 
during the reign of the Persian king Pacurius; 
at first enemies, the two peoples become 
friends and allies through the efforts of 
the Armenians; rumours of rebellion lead 
Pacurius to summon and detain Arsaces 
despite his protests of innocence; Pacurius 
avails himself of a stratagem of the magi to 
have Arsaces indict himself; imprisoned in 
the infamous prison of Oblivion where he 
commits suicide, i..ff. 

Arsaces (Roman commander), an Armenian; 
commands the soldiers stationed at Sura; 
killed while defending the city against 
Khusro’s army, ii..

Arsaces I (Armenian king), progenitor of the 
Armenian Arsacid dynasty; reigns during 
the time of Parthian hegemony over Persia, 
ii..

Arsaces III (Armenian king), last of the 
Armenian Arsacid kings; in exchange for 
familial favours, he resigns his kingship to 
the Roman emperor �eodosius I, ii..

Arsacid, ruling dynasty of the Armenians, 
i..; the family of John and Artabanes, 
ii..,  

Artabanes (the Arsacid), son of John; kills 
Sittas in battle, although another possibility 
is recorded by Procopius, ii..– 

Ascan, a Massagete (Hun); co-commander of 
a cavalry unit for Belisarius at the battle 
of Dara, i..; i..; killed in battle 
while fighting against the Persians near the 
Euphrates, i..–

Aspebedes, shares command of Persian army 
invading Mesopotamia, i..

Aspebedes (Khusro’s uncle), negotiates a truce 
between Persia and Rome with Celer, i..; 
Khusro’s maternal uncle, i..; among those 
killed by Khusro in the aftermath of an 
abortive coup, i..

Abgar, toparch of Edessa; his friendship with 
the Roman emperor Augustus and his 
stratagem to persuade Augustus to permit 
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him to return to his toparchy, ii..–; 
purported correspondence with Christ results 
in his recovery from a severe attack of gout; 
Christ’s promise about the impregnability of 
Edessa, ii..–

Augustus, title of the Roman emperor; bestowed 
upon Justinian by his uncle Justin I, i..

Augustus, priest in Byzantium; charged with 
guarding the treasures of the church of 
Sophia; prophecy that John the Cappadocian 
would don the robe of the ‘Augustus’ fulfilled 
when given this priest’s cloak and tunic, 
ii..–

Augustus (Roman emperor,  BC – AD ), 
story of his great affection for Abgar, the 
toparch of Edessa, ii..–

Azarethes, Persian in command of army 
invading Roman territory; guided by the 
Saracen al-Mundhir; novelty of invasion 
route; Azarethes and al-Mundhir retreat 
before the army of Belisarius, which 
continues to shadow the Persian army, 
i..; i..–, ; emerges victorious from 
an engagement with Belisarius’ forces by 
the Euphrates; Kavadh reproaches him 
for the losses sustained in his victory over 
Belisarius, i..–; fights with his 
men at the Soinae gate during the siege of 
Edessa, ii.. 

B
Bahram V (Persian king, –), succeeds 

Yazdgerd I; invades Roman territory, but 
makes peace with Anatolius, magister militum 
per Orientem, i..– 

Baradotus, bishop of Constantia; dissuades 
Kavadh from attacking the city, ii..–

Baresmanas, Persian commander at the battle 
for Dara; placed in command of the army’s 
left wing; killed while attempting to reach 
the location of his fallen standard-bearer, 
i..; i.., – 

Basilides, replaces Tribonian as quaestor in an 
attempt by Justinian to placate the people of 
Byzantium, i..

Basil, father of John, a notable of Edessa, 
ii..

Bassaces, John the Arsacid’s son-in-law; 
accompanies John on his mission to meet 
with the Roman general Buzes; upon 
realizing the meeting is a trap, Bassaces flees 
but is unable to persuade John to join him; 
leads an embassy comprised of prominent 
Armenians to Khusro, ii..–; switches 
his allegiance back to Rome, ii..

Bassicius, general and adviser to Armenian king 
Arsaces; both accused by the Persian king 
Pacurius of breaking their oaths; flayed by 
Pacurius, i..–, 

Belisarius, Procopius chosen as adviser, 
i..; i..; he and Sittas command 
army invading Persarmenia; defeated by 
Narses and Aratius in second invasion 
of Persarmenia; appointed commander 
of the troops at Dara by Justinian, 
i..–; ordered to construct fort at 
Minduos; Persians prevent him from doing 
so; appointed magister militum per Orientem 
and ordered to campaign against the 
Persians; learns of Persian plan to capture 
Dara; Persian army arrives and the mirranes 
taunts Belisarius; arranges army to meet the 
Persians in battle, but only minor skirmishes 
occur; exchange of correspondence between 
Belisarius and the mirranes; addresses and 
arranges the Roman army before the battle 
at Dara; wins a decisive victory, i.–ff; 
reference to Belisarius’ conflict with Narses 
and Aratius, i..; Persians remain in 
area of Dara despite being defeated, i..; 
marches to confront the Persian army of 
Azarethes; his presence causes Azarethes to 
withdraw from Roman territory; Belisarius’ 
army shadows the retreating Persians; 
pressured by his men to engage Azarethes’ 
army; failing to dissuade his soldiers, he 
prepares for battle; defeated by Azarethes 
at the battle on the Euphrates, i..ff; 
summoned to Byzantium to campaign 
against the Vandals, i..; entrusted by 
Justinian with crushing the Nika revolt, 
i..–; summoned to Byzantium after 
subduing Italy and despatched to the East; 
hated by John the Cappadocian, Belisarius’ 
wife effects John’s demise at Rufinianae, 
i..–; once more appointed magister 
militum per Orientem and despatched 
to Libya, i..; absence from the East 
motivates Khusro to violate the treaty, ii..; 
absence in Italy used by envoys to persuade 
Khusro to attack the Romans, ii..; 
returns to Byzantium with Vittigis, ii..; 
shares the eastern command with Buzes, 
ii..; summoned to Byzantium and sent 
to the East to confront Khusro, ii..–; 
assembles an army in Mesopotamia in 
expectation of a Persian invasion; Khusro’s 
absence motivates him to invade Persian 
territory; dismisses the concerns of officers 
hesitant to join his invasion force, ii..ff; 
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having invaded Persia, he pitches camp 
some distance from Nisibis; Peter and John 
disregard Belisarius’ plan and are attacked 
by the Persian garrison of Nisibis; Belisarius 
prevents their complete slaughter, ii..ff; 
orders al-Harith to plunder and reconnoitre 
Assyria while he besieges the fortress 
Sisauranon; having captured the fortress, 
Belisarius waits in vain for the return of 
al-Harith; following a consultation with 
his officers, he decides to return to Roman 
territory; Khusro informed of Belisarius’ 
actions; summoned to Byzantium, ii..ff; 
sent by Justinian to meet Khusro’s invasion; 
disregarding the plan of Justus and Buzes, 
he assembles an army at Europus, ii..ff; 
Abandanes, Khusro’s envoy to Belisarius, 
advises the king to withdraw after witnessing 
Belisarius’ display of confidence; ensures that 
Khusro crosses the Euphrates unhindered; 
sends Khusro a hostage to guarantee the 
latter’s safe passage through Roman territory; 
Justinian despatches Belisarius to Italy, 
ii..ff; Justinian fails to uphold Belisarius’ 
promises to Khusro, ii..

Bessas, a Goth; accompanies Roman army 
mustered by Anastasius I to aid Amida, i..; 
stationed with Buzes at Martyropolis, i..

Blases, brother of Persian king Peroz; chosen to 
replace the deposed Kavadh; holds a council 
to determine Kavadh’s fate, i..–; deposed 
by Kavadh, blinded, and imprisoned, i..

Bleschames, Persian commander of the soldiers 
stationed at Sisauranon, ii..; following 
the capture of the fort, he and his soldiers 
are sent to Byzantium, and later to Italy, 
where they fight with the Romans against the 
Goths, ii..– 

Boes, Persian general sent by Kavadh to 
campaign against Gurgenes and the Iberians, 
i.. 

Boraides, cousin of Justinian; he and Justus take 
Hypatius captive, following the slaughter of 
the latter’s supporters, i..

Buzes, a �racian; co-commander with his 
brother Cutzes of the soldiers stationed in 
Lebanon; ordered by Justinian to reinforce 
Belisarius’ army at Minduos; commander 
of a cavalry force at the battle for Dara; 
exploits of his bath attendant Andreas at 
Dara, i.., ff; stationed with Bessas at 
Martyropolis, i..; sent by Justinian against 
the Armenians following the death of his 
predecessor Sittas; his overtures dismissed 
by most Armenians except John the Arsacid; 

the latter is treacherously killed by Buzes, 
ii..–; Justinian divides the eastern 
command between him and Belisarius; at 
Hierapolis when news arrives of the fall of 
Sura; devises defense strategy for the citizens 
of Hierapolis, but then abandons the city, 
ii..–; Roman soldiers fleeing the siege of 
Antioch exclaim that Buzes had arrived with 
his army, ii..; desire for personal gain 
prompts Buzes to prohibit the Edessenes 
from ransoming the captive Antiochenes, 
ii..; insists that Belisarius invade 
Persian territory after the latter solicits his 
commanders’ opinions, ii..; unwilling to 
confront Khusro’s invasion force; takes refuge 
in Hierapolis; sends word to Belisarius, 
requesting that he help defend Hierapolis, 
ii..–

Braducius, interpreter for the Persian 
ambassador Yazdgushnasp, ii..

C
Caesar, title used by the Persians to refer to the 

Roman emperor, ii..; ii.., 
Candidus, bishop of Sergiopolis; unable to pay 

ransom demanded by Khusro for the captives 
of Sura; signs a promissory note agreeing to 
pay the amount owed in a year, ii..–; 
detained and tortured by Khusro for failing 
to fulfil his promise; surrender of his church’s 
treasures does not satiate Khusro’s avarice 
and he remains his captive, ii..–

Celer, magister officiorum under Anastasius I; 
one of four supreme commanders in charge 
of the Roman army despatched to Amida; 
delay of his forces in the invasion of Persian 
territory; crosses the Nymphius river and 
invades Arzanene, i.., , ; following 
the recapture of Amida, a seven-year truce 
between Rome and Persia effected by Celer 
and Aspebedes, i..; Peter’s enslavement by 
Justin I during Celer’s invasion of Arzanene, 
ii..

Christ, portion of the Cross deposited at 
Apamea, ii..; incarnate son of God; 
miraculous works among the Palestinians; 
correspondence with Abgar, toparch of 
Edessa, ii..–

Constantianus, an Illyrian and rhetor; sent with 
Sergius on an embassy to Khusro; falls ill 
along the way, ii..–; made a general by 
Justinian and sent once more with Sergius as 
an envoy to Khusro, ii..– 

Cutzes, a �racian; co-commander with his 
brother Buzes of the soldiers stationed in 
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Lebanon; ordered by Justinian to reinforce 
Belisarius’ army at Minduos; captured by the 
Persians during an engagement at Minduos, 
i.., 

Cyril, Roman co-commander of a cavalry unit 
at the battle of Dara, i..

Cyrus, ancient king of Persia; compared with 
Justinian, ii..

D
Dagaris, bodyguard sent by Dorotheus and 

Sittas to spy on enemy camp; captured on 
his return by enemy Huns, i..; returned 
by the Persians to the Romans in a prisoner 
exchange; inflicts multiple defeats on the 
Huns, i..– 

Dagisthaeus, Roman commander despatched 
by Justinian to assist the Lazi; lays siege 
to Lazic Petra with Gubazes, king of the 
Lazi; confers with Gubazes upon hearing 
of the approach of a Persian army under 
Mihr-Mihroe; instructed by Gubazes 
to continue siege of Petra as well as to 
guard a pass near the Phasis river; fails to 
accomplish either objective, ii..–, 
–; misled by Mirranes, the Persian 
commander at Petra; abandons the siege of 
Petra and hastens to the river Phasis after 
Mihr-Mihroe overwhelms his defenses 
at the pass; Phubelis, a Lazic noble, and 
Dagisthaeus ambush some of Mihr-
Mihroe’s forces; joins forces with Gubazes 
and destroys Persian force left behind by 
Mihr-Mihroe, ii..–, –

Diocletian (Roman emperor, –), re-
configures Roman boundary in Egypt and 
orchestrates the re-settlement of the Nobatae; 
yearly payments to the Blemmyes do not 
prevent raiding; erects religious structures 
and a fortress called Philae on an island in 
the Nile, i..–

Diogenes, one of Belisarius’ bodyguards; he 
and Adolius placed in charge of a cavalry 
force and tasked with preventing the Persians 
from crossing the Euphrates; later told by 
Belisarius to stand down, ii.., –

Domentiolus, officer in the Roman army 
ordered by Justinian to invade Persarmenia, 
ii..

Dorotheus (Roman commander), at the battle 
of Dara, i..

Dorotheus (Roman general), magister 
militum per Armeniam and an experienced 
commander; he and Sittas launch a surprise 
attack upon a Persian camp, after infiltrating 

it with spies; at the battle at Satala, stationed 
by Sittas in the town with the majority of 
their forces, i..– 

E
Ephraem, chief priest (bishop) of Antioch; 

accused of treason by Julian, Justinian’s 
private secretary; fearing the Persian 
advance upon Antioch, he retires to Cilicia, 
ii..– 

Esimiphaeus, a Homerite and Christian; 
established by the Ethiopian king 
Hellesthaeus as the ruler of the Homerites; 
deposed and imprisoned by a cabal of 
malcontents; attempts by Hellesthaeus to 
re-establish him as king fail; while still king, 
Esimiphaeus asked by Justinian to provide 
military aid against the Persians; does not 
keep promise to help Rome, i..– 

Euphemia (captive of Sura), married to 
Khusro, ii..

Euphemia (John the Cappadocian’s 
daughter), inadvertently party to her father’s 
downfall through the machinations of 
Antonina, i..–

Eusebius (bishop of Cyzicus), murdered 
by some Cyzicenes because of his harsh 
demeanor; John the Cappadocian suspected 
of being behind the killing; subsequent 
investigation does not lead to a conviction, 
i..–

Eusebius (Roman envoy), ambassador 
despatched by Zeno to the Persian king 
Peroz; present during the king’s expedition 
against the Hephthalites; fearing Peroz, the 
Persians ask Eusebius to speak on their behalf 
and advise the king to exercise caution in his 
invasion, i..– 

Euaris, builder of the sanctuary of the archangel 
Michael, ii..

F
Florentius, a �racian; Roman commander of 

a cavalry unit; his daring exploit at the battle 
of Satala results in a Roman victory, i..

G
Gelimer, brought as a captive by Belisarius to 

Byzantium, ii..
George, confidant of Belisarius; persuades the 

inhabitants of Sisauranon to surrender to 
Belisarius’ army, ii..–; informed by a 
deserter of Yazdgushnasp’s plan to capture 
Dara surreptitiously; foils the Persian 
ambassador’s plan, i..–
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Germanus (Roman commander), present at 
the battle of Dara, i.. 

Germanus (Justinian’s cousin), sent by 
Justinian to meet the Persian advance; 
discovers vulnerability in the circuit wall of 
Antioch; realizes that Justinian’s promise of 
a large army is unlikely to materialize and 
fears that his very presence is detrimental 
to the city’s safety, i..–; hears 
accusation of treason against Ephraem, the 
bishop of Antioch; leaving the majority 
of his men in Antioch, he flees to Cilicia, 
ii..–

Glones, a Persian; in charge of the garrison 
left at Amida, i..; his son surrenders 
Amida to the Romans as Glones had died; 
digression follows, detailing how Glones 
was led into a trap and killed; under Glones’ 
command no structure within or without 
Amida is deliberately destroyed; Glones’ 
strict rationing; food shortage of the Persians 
apparent only after the Romans pay the 
garrison to return Amida, i..– 

Godidisclus, a Goth; experienced in military 
matters; accompanies army despatched to 
Amida by Anastasius I, i..

Gubazes (Lazic king), surrenders himself and 
his people to Khusro, ii..; Khusro plots 
to have him killed, ii..; attempt by 
Vahriz to kill Gubazes thwarted by the Lazic 
nobleman Pharsanses; in response, Gubazes 
revolts and begs for Justinian’s forgiveness 
and aid; Justinian sends a force under the 
command of Dagisthaeus to assist Gubazes; 
upon Dagisthaeus’ arrival, both men lay 
siege to Petra; Gubazes plans to continue 
the siege of Petra while also addressing 
the threat of Mihr-Mihroe’s approaching 
Persian army, ii..–, –; despite 
Dagisthaeus’ setbacks, Gubazes remains 
unperturbed, believing the terrain to be 
in his favour; Gubazes receives Justinian’s 
promised financial aid, but further help 
does not arrive; Gubazes and Dagisthaeus 
join forces and destroy Persian force left 
on the Lazic border by Mihr-Mihroe, 
ii..–

Gurgenes (Iberian king), following Kavadh’s 
order to comply with Persian customs, the 
king seeks an alliance with the Romans; 
unable to withstand the Persian army sent 
against him, he flees along with the leading 
Iberians to the borders of Lazica, i..–; 
reference to the revolt of Gurgenes, ii.. 

Gusanastades, Persian general or kanarang; 
advises the usurper Blases to execute Kavadh, 

i..–; following Kavadh’s resumption 
of the throne, he is killed; his relative 
Adergudunbades, the first Persian to swear 
allegiance to Kavadh, assumes Gusanastades’ 
office, i..–

H
al-Harith, son of Jabala; ruler of the Saracens 

in Arabia; made king by Justinian over 
many tribes in order to match the strength 
of the Persian-allied al-Mundhir; unable 
to prevent al-Mundhir’s incursions into 
Roman territory, i..–; his forces 
join Belisarius’ army and are present at the 
battle by the Euphrates river; suspected 
of treachery, i.., –; boundary 
dispute with al-Mundhir, ii..–; leading 
a large Saracen force, he joins Belisarius in 
Mesopotamia, ii..; sent by Belisarius to 
plunder Assyria and to assess the military 
situation therein; fearing the loss of his 
plunder, he avoids rejoining Belisarius and 
returns to Roman territory via another 
route; escapes punishment despite Belisarius’ 
learning of his disobedience; Khusro 
informed of al-Harith’s depredations, 
ii..–-, –; engages in a war with 
al-Mundhir, gaining a victory over the 
latter, ii..–; his descendant Caïsus 
(Qays); receives Nonnosus’ grandfather and 
concludes a peace treaty, §

Hellesthaeus (Elesbaas), Christian king of the 
Ethiopians; launches expedition against the 
Homerites to prevent planned persecution of 
Christians; defeats Homerites in battle and 
places a Christian Homerite, Esimiphaeus, 
on the throne as his client king; Esimiphaeus 
soon deposed, and despite multiple 
attempts, Hellesthaeus is unable to restore 
him; agrees to aid Justinian against the 
Persians by providing an alternative source 
for the purchase of silk; unable to keep his 
promise, i..–; king of the Auxomitae 
(Axumites), §

Hermogenes, magister officiorum under 
Justinian; formerly assessor of Vitalian; sent 
by emperor to Dara to assist Belisarius 
and his army; prepares for and participates 
in the battle for Dara, i.–; returns to 
Byzantium, i..; supports Belisarius in 
his desire to avoid battle with the Persians 
by the Euphrates, i..; following the 
battle at the Euphrates, he unsuccessfully 
treats with Khusro concerning peace, 
i..; despatched on another embassy, 
he accompanies Sittas’ army as it marches 
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against the Persian army at Martyropolis; 
both fear for Martyropolis’ security, having 
occupied it after the abortive Persian siege, 
i.., ; sent on multiple embassies with 
Rufinus to Khusro, i.., 

Hestia, identified with the Persian fire-divinity, 
ii..

Honorius (Western Roman emperor, –
), his support in securing �eodosius II’s 
future unlikely, given trouble in Italy, i..

Hypatius, magister militum praesentalis under 
his uncle Anastasius I; one of four supreme 
commanders in charge of the Roman army 
despatched to Amida; he and Patricius 
encamp with their forces at Siphrios, some 
distance from Amida; defeat an advance force 
of Hephthalites only to have their own forces 
destroyed by the Persian army, i..–; sent 
to Kavadh as part of a Roman delegation; his 
character questioned by Persian and Roman 
ambassadors alike, leading to his removal from 
office, i..–; dismissed unwillingly from 
the palace during the Nika revolt; forcefully 
removed from his home by the insurrectionists 
and proclaimed emperor; captured and 
handed over to Justinian, following the defeat 
of his supporters in the hippodrome; remains 
defiant in the face of death, maintaining 
his innocence; his privileges and wealth are 
restored to his offspring, i..ff

I
Ildiger, in the army of Martin, the magister 

militum per Orientem, ii..
Iphigenia, daughter of Agamemnon; her flight 

from the temple of Artemis with Orestes 
and Pylades; temple built for her by Orestes, 
i..– 

Irenaeus, Roman general sent to Lazica by 
Justinian, i..

Isaac, Narses’ and Aratius’ youngest brother; 
deserts to the Romans, betraying the fortress 
of Bolum to them, i..–; commands 
army units at �eodosiopolis, ii..; 
rescues his brother Narses at the battle of 
Anglon, but is mortally wounded in the 
process, ii..–

Isis, revered by the Blemmyes and Nobatae, 
i..

J
Jabala, father of al-Harith, i..
Jacob, ascetic residing at Endielon; miraculous 

encounter with certain Hephthalites; 
granted any request by Kavadh, he receives 

permission to shelter any war-time fugitives, 
i..–

Jason, tale of Medea and Jason set in the middle 
of Colchis, ii..

Jesus, see Christ 
John (father of Artabanes), son slays Sittas in 

battle; member of the Arsacid family; slain 
by his supposed friend Buzes, ii..–

John (son of Basil), Edessene noble; given as a 
hostage to Khusro by Belisarius, i..–

John (son of Lucas), Roman commander 
captured and ransomed by al-Mundhir, 
i..; released by Almundarus (al-
Mundhir) to the ambassador Abrames 
(Abraham), §

John (son of Nicetas), Roman co-commander 
at the battle for Dara, i..; urges 
Belisarius to retire from his invasion of 
Mesopotamia, ii..–; encamps with his 
troops at Phison, a fort near Martyropolis, 
ii..

John (son of Rufinus), sent on an embassy to 
Khusro, ii..

John (tyrant of Dara), stationed among the 
regular infantry at Dara; seizes control of the 
city for himself, but soon deposed and killed, 
i..–

John Guzes, an Armenian; son of �omas; 
exploits at the siege of Petra, ii..–

John the Cappadocian, praetorian prefect 
under Justinian; his background and 
character; deprived of office during the 
Nika revolt, but soon restored, i. .–; 
i..; account of his downfall at the hands 
of Antonina, �eodora, and his unwitting 
daughter Euphemia; deprived once more of 
prefecture and ordained a priest at Cyzicus 
against his will; despite these setbacks, he 
bides his time until he can return to office; 
having been suspected of killing the bishop 
of Cyzicus, he is imprisoned and flogged; 
escorted to Antinous, where he is once more 
imprisoned, i..ff; summoned by Justinian 
to Byzantium, where he remains a priest; tale 
of Augustus’ robe, ii..– 

John the Glutton, bodyguard of Belisarius; 
co-commander of the Roman forces 
accompanying al-Harith’s army into Assyria; 
deceived by al-Harith, ii..–, –; 
encamps with his troops at Phison, a fort 
near Martyropolis, ii..

John Troglita, commander of troops in 
 Mesopotamia; captures the interpreter 
of Vitigis’ envoys and imprisons him at 
Constantia, ii..; ill-prepared for an 
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attack, he is defeated by the Persians at 
Nisibis, ii..ff

John Tzibus, Roman commander sent to 
Lazica; character and origins; convinces 
Justinian to construct Petra, from where 
he establishes a monopoly on all trade in 
the region, ii..–; protects Petra from 
Persian attack but is eventually killed in 
battle; Khusro seizes John’s considerable 
wealth, ii..–, ; reference to John’s 
monopoly on trade and to his responsibility 
for the Lazic revolt, ii.. 

Julian, brother of Summus, ii..; sent by 
Justinian as an envoy to both the Ethiopians 
and Homerites, i..; Justinian’s private 
secretary; sent on an embassy with John, son 
of Rufinus, to Khusro; arrives at Antioch 
where he forbids any financial transactions 
with Khusro and accuses Ephraem, the city’s 
bishop, of treason, ii..– 

Justin I (Roman emperor, –), uncle 
of Justinian, i..; accompanies the army 
sent by Anastasius I to Amida; will succeed 
Anastasius I as emperor, i..; acquires the 
purple despite the presence of Anastasius I’s 
relatives; dissuaded from adopting Kavadh’s 
son Khusro by his quaestor Proculus; 
counter-proposal delivered by his envoys 
Rufinus and Hypatius not well received; 
Rufinus denounces Hypatius to Justin I, 
prompting the emperor to strip him of his 
command, i..ff; promises to support the 
Iberian king Gurgenes’ revolt against the 
Persians; despatches Probus to Bosporus to 
recruit a Hunnic army to aid the Iberians; 
sends the general Peter to help Gurgenes; 
following the flight of the leading Iberians 
to Byzantium, Peter instructed to defend 
Lazica; sends an army under Irenaeus to 
Lazica; order to garrison two Lazic fortresses 
on the border with Iberia disregarded; 
Justinian shares the imperial power with 
his uncle; appoints Belisarius commander 
of the troops at Dara and Procopius chosen 
as his adviser, i..ff; dies after declaring 
Justinian co-Augustus; his nephew becomes 
sole emperor, i..; during Justin I’s reign, 
a devastating earthquake shakes Antioch, 
ii..; digression on Justin I’s relationship 
with the Roman general Peter, ii..–; 
commissions the ambassador Abrames 
(Abraham) to rescue John and Timostratus, 
§

Justinian (Roman emperor, –), his 
wars recorded by Procopius, i..; nephew 
of Justin I; his uncle’s expected successor, 

i..; Sittas and Belisarius in his personal 
bodyguard, i..; succeeds Justin I as 
emperor; orders Belisarius to construct a fort 
at Minduos; having appointed Belisarius 
magister militum per Orientem, he orders him 
to campaign against the Persians i..–; 
has reigned for four years, i..; appoints 
al-Harith king over numerous Saracen 
tribes, i..; his bodyguard Peter is the 
infantry commander at the battle by the 
Euphrates, i..; desire to secure an alliance 
with both the Ethiopians and Homerites; 
inhabitants of Iotabe become Roman 
subjects; appoints Abu Karib phylarch of the 
Saracens in Palestine; gifted the Palm Grove 
by the phylarchate; orders the destruction 
of the temples at Philae, i..–, ; 
despatches Julian to arrange an economic 
and military alliance with the Ethiopians 
and Homerites, i..ff; orders Belisarius 
to campaign against the Vandals; appoints 
Sittas to replace Belisarius in the East; 
receives information from a Persian spy and 
uses him to spread disinformation amongst 
the Persians, i..–; falsely believed to 
have executed his envoy Rufinus; rescinds 
decision to surrender Lazic fortresses; 
‘Endless Peace’ made in the sixth year of 
his reign, i..–; receives the supposed 
grandson of Kavadh, i..; his actions 
during the Nika revolt, i..ff; his high 
opinion of John the Cappadocian; slandered 
by Antonina during her plot to effect the 
downfall of John the Cappadocian, i.., 
; sends gifts to Khusro following the 
latter’s tongue-in-cheek claims of facilitating 
Justinian’s victories, i..–; Belisarius’ 
campaigning in Italy motivates Khusro to 
violate his treaty with Justinian; delegates the 
resolution of the Strata dispute to Strategius; 
accused of violating the treaty by Khusro, 
ii..ff; denounced by Vitigis’ envoys before 
Khusro, ii..ff; makes Symeon master 
of certain Armenian villages; following 
Symeon’s murder, he bestows the villages 
and the rulership of the Armenians upon 
Amazaspes; makes Acacius ruler of Armenia 
after he accuses Amazaspes of treachery 
and kills him; denounced by the Armenian 
envoys before Khusro; thirteenth year of 
his reign, ii..–, ff; sends Anastasius 
of Dara to dissuade Khusro from waging 
war, ii..ff; near the end of Justinian’s 
thirteenth year, Khusro violates the ‘Endless 
Peace’; Anastasius of Dara sent to Justinian 
to inform him of Khusro’s location, ii.., 
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; hearing of Khusro’s invasion, he sends 
his cousin Germanus eastward, ii..; 
sends an embassy to Khusro, ii..; his 
name shouted by the young Antiochenes 
during the siege of the city, ii..; Khusro 
shifts the blame for the atrocities at Sura 
to Justinian, ii..; accused by Khusro 
of breaking the truce despite the Roman 
envoys’ claims to the contrary; envoys sent 
to Justinian to reach a final peace settlement, 
ii..ff; Justinian’s devotion to the Greens, 
ii..; agrees to the arrangements made 
between the Roman envoys and Khusro; 
refuses to adhere to the agreement after 
Khusro’s abortive attack on Dara, ii.., 
; sends John Tzibus to Lazica; convinced 
by Tzibus to build Petra; Justinian fortifies 
the city, ii..–; ii..; ignores 
Candidus’ supplications; sends Belisarius 
against Khusro’s army; failure to protect 
the emperor’s lands used as leverage by 
Belisarius to encourage the Roman officers at 
Hierapolis to join him, ii.., ff; accused 
by Khusro of failing to treat for peace, 
ii..; orders Valerian, Martin, and others 
to invade Persarmenia after learning of 
Persia’s internal problems, ii..; Khusro’s 
fourth invasion motivated not by animosity 
towards Justinian, but towards the Christian 
God; Justinian fails to uphold his generals’ 
promises to Khusro, ii..; ; appoints 
Marcellus and Constantianus generals; 
despatches the latter and Sergius to Khusro 
to treat for peace; sends money and Tribunus 
to Khusro as part of a five-year truce; truce 
arranged in his nineteenth year; treats the 
ambassador Yazdgushnasp well, ii..–, 
–; at Gubazes’ request, he sends aid to 
the Lazi; reference to his founding of Petra; 
Gubazes implores Justinian for financial 
assistance, ii..–, –; his name 
acclaimed at the siege of Petra; money 
promised to Gubazes and the Sabirs arrives, 
but not the army sent to Lazica; victory 
of Gubazes and Dagisthaeus occurs in the 
twenty-third year of Justinian’s reign, ii.., 
–, ; rules the Roman empire at the 
time of the phylarchate of Caïsus (Qays), 
§; sends Nonnosus’ father to make a peace 
treaty with Qays; Mavias (Mu‘āwiya), the son 
of Qays taken to Byzantium as a hostage, §

Justus, cousin of Justinian; helps deliver 
Hypatius to Justinian, i..; following 
Khusro’s entry in Euphratesia, he takes 
refuge with Buzes in Hierapolis; they urge 
Belisarius to come and help defend the 

city; Justus remains behind in Hierapolis 
after Belisarius summons everyone to 
gather at Europus, ii..–; he and his 
fellow officers bivouac with their troops 
at Phison in preparation for an invasion 
of Persarmenia; unable to join forces with 
those already in enemy territory; invades and 
plunders Taraunon, ii..–; ii..; 
dies by illness, ii..

K
Kaoses, eldest son of Kavadh; by law his 

successor, but disapproved of by his father, 
i..; prevented from claiming the throne by 
Mebodes; his brother Khusro is made king, 
i..–; reference to Kavadh’s hatred for 
him, ii.. 

katholikos, title for Dvin’s bishop, ii..
Kavadh (Persian king, –/, /–

), son of Peroz; does not accompany 
his father on the expedition against 
the Hephthalites; said to have received 
Peroz’s pearl; as Peroz’s only surviving 
son, he succeeds him; stops paying yearly 
tribute to the Hephthalites, i.., , 
–; disaffection with his rule leads to 
his deposition; incarcerated in the prison of 
Oblivion, i..–; escapes from Oblivion 
with the assistance of his wife and friend 
Seoses; flees to the Hephthalites and, 
having returned with an army, reclaims 
his throne, i..ff; Anastasius I denies his 
request for a loan to repay the Hephthalite 
king; invades Roman territory and besieges 
Amida; interaction with the Syrian ascetic 
Jacob; siege and capture of Amida; kindness 
towards Amidene prisoners, i..ff; defeats 
the army of Patricius and Hypatius near 
Amida; retires homeward to meet invading 
Huns, i..–; reference to his treatment 
towards Amida, i..; seizes control of the 
Caspian Gates; displeased with the building 
of Dara but mollified with gifts of money 
from Anastasius I, i..–; wants Khusro 
to succeed him; proposes that Justin I adopt 
Khusro as his son in return for peace in the 
hope that this will secure Khusro’s position; 
negotiations between Roman and Persian 
envoys break down and his proposal comes 
to naught; Seoses, his friend and one of the 
envoys, accused of sabotaging the peace talks; 
does not prevent the downfall and death of 
Seoses, i..ff; attempt to impose Persian 
customs upon the Iberians motivates their 
king to seek Roman assistance; despatches 
Boes with a Persian army against the 
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Iberians, i..–; sends an army to invade 
Roman-controlled Armenia; deprived of gold 
supply from mine at Pharangium, i.., 
–; informs Rufinus of the concessions 
necessary for peace, i..ff; punishes Peroz 
for his defeat at Dara; accepts al-Mundhir’s 
advice on invading Roman territory, 
i..–; implements al-Mundhir’s 
advice for his next invasion of Roman 
territory; Belisarius garrisons the towns 
of Mesopotamia to protect them; Persian 
custom of the arrows and baskets illustrates 
Kavadh’s displeasure with Azarethes, the 
commander of the Persian army; i..–, 
–; Hermogenes fails to reach a peace 
agreement with Kavadh; having fallen ill, 
he consults Mebodes about the succession 
of Khusro; Persian nobles accept Kavadh’s 
will, which designates Khusro as his heir; 
news of Kavadh’s death reaches the Persian 
army at Martyropolis, i.., –; 
instability of his son Khusro; plot to replace 
Khusro with another of Kavadh’s line fails; 
Kavadh’s grandson received by Justinian, 
i..–, ; Kavadh’s son Khusro invades 
Roman territory and destroys Sura, ii.., 
; reference to Kavadh’s hatred of Kaoses, 
ii..; envoys address Khusro as the son 
of Kavadh, ii..; reference to Kavadh’s 
desire to capture Edessa and Constantia; 
deterred from attacking Edessa by the magi 
and decides to spare Constantia, ii..–; 
Gubazes performs obeisance to Kavadh’s son 
Khusro, ii..; Kavadh’s son invades Roman 
territory, ii..; Kavadh’s son invades 
Roman territory for the fourth time; Kavadh 
once healed by the Roman doctor Stephanus, 
ii..,  

Kavadh (son of Zames), grandson of Kavadh; 
plot to depose Khusro and place him on 
throne fails; Adergudunbades disregards 
Khusro’s order to kill Kavadh and raises him 
in secret; given resources to flee when no 
longer able to be hidden; Adergudunbades’ 
own son Varrames betrays his father’s secret 
to Khusro; man claiming to be Kavadh 
arrives at Byzantium and is well received by 
Justinian i..–, – 

Khanaranges, co-commander of an invading 
Persian army; lays siege to Martyropolis; 
deceived into believing a hostile Hunnic 
army was on its way to attack him, i..– 

Khusro I (Persian King, –), favourite 
son of Kavadh; desiring to ensure Khusro’s 
succession, Kavadh proposes to Justin I that 
he adopt Khusro as his son; the quaestor 

Proculus advises Justin I and Justinian 
against this proposal; an alternative solution 
put forth by the Roman envoys incenses 
their Persian counterparts and Khusro; 
Seoses denounced to Kavadh for conspiring 
with his counterpart Hypatius to sabotage 
the peace and Khusro’s adoption, i..–; 
named in Kavadh’s will as his heir; succeeds 
to the throne with the assistance of Mebodes; 
his succession announced to the Persian 
army at Martyropolis, i..ff; receives a 
Roman embassy despatched to negotiate a 
peace; refuses to ratify the treaty after 
Justinian’s about-face regarding a term of the 
treaty; persuaded by the envoy Rufinus to 
postpone further fighting; receives another 
Roman embassy and agrees to a peace treaty, 
known as the ‘Endless Peace’, i..ff; 
instability of Khusro; uncovers a plot to 
depose him; kills the usurper Zames; his 
kanarang Adergudunbades disregards 
Khusro’s order to kill Zames’ son, Kavadh; 
informed of Adergudunbades disloyalty by 
the latter’s son, Varrames; devises a plan to 
kill Adergudunbades and appoints Varrames 
in his place; misled by Zabergan into killing 
Mebodes, i..ff; his tongue-in-cheek 
claims of facilitating Justinian’s victories in 
Libya, i..–; wants to attack the Romans 
because of Belisarius’ absence in Italy; 
accuses Justinian of violating the peace 
treaty, ii..ff; receives the envoys of Vitigis, 
who urge him to attack the Romans; 
motivated by their speech to break the treaty 
with Rome, ii..ff; receives an Armenian 
embassy asking for aid against the Romans; 
determines to resume hostilities with the 
Romans, terminating the ‘Endless Peace’, 
ii..ff; Anastasius of Dara sent to Khusro 
by Justinian to deter him from waging war; 
detains Anastasius and sends no reply to 
Justinian, ii..ff; invades Roman territory 
near the end of Justinian’s thirteenth year as 
emperor; besieges Sura and captures it 
through subterfuge; sends Anastasius back to 
Justinian to report on Khusro’s whereabouts; 
takes Euphemia, a captive from Sura, as his 
wife; has Candidus sign a promissory note to 
pay for the freed captives of Sura, ii..ff; 
Khusro’s invasion leads Buzes to devise a 
defensive strategy for the city of Hierapolis; 
Germanus fears his presence at Antioch will 
draw undue attention from Khusro; the 
Antiochene council decides to pay Khusro; 
Megas sent by the Antiochenes to negotiate 
with Khusro; Khusro extracts a ransom from 
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the inhabitants of Hierapolis; persuaded by 
Megas to receive a set amount of gold in 
exchange for leaving Roman territory, 
ii..ff; departing from Hierapolis, Khusro 
proceeds to Beroea as Megas travels back to 
Antioch with his proposal; the Beroeans flee 
to their acropolis following their inability to 
pay in full the ransom demanded by Khusro; 
Khusro devastates the city and besieges the 
acropolis; embassy sent by Justinian to 
Khusro forbids Antiochenes from paying any 
money to the Persians; Ephraem, bishop of 
Antioch, accused by Roman envoy of 
intending to betray the city to Khusro; 
unsuccessful in his mission, Megas meets 
Khusro at Beroea and chastises the king for 
his actions; despite Khusro’s reproaches, 
Megas persuades him to spare the remaining 
inhabitants, ii..ff; Khusro lays siege to 
Antioch after his interpreter Paul is nearly 
killed; siege and fall of Antioch, ii..ff; 
dissimulation of Khusro in his interactions 
with the envoys from Antioch and its 
exposure after the fall of Sura; takes the 
surviving Antiochenes captive, seizes the 
city’s wealth, and sets Antioch ablaze, ii..ff; 
accuses Justinian of breaking the peace after 
having the same accusation leveled against 
him; Khusro’s demand of an immediate 
payment and a yearly sum in return for peace 
accepted by the envoys, ii..ff; visits 
Seleucia; Roman envoys suspect his desire to 
see Apamea is merely a pretext to plunder 
the city; orders the burning of the shrine of 
the archangel Michael following the killing 
of a Persian notable; arriving at Apamea, he 
meets �omas, the city’s bishop, who assures 
him that the Apameans will not resist; 
denudes the city of all its wealth contrary to 
his earlier promises; holds games in the city’s 
hippodrome; impales a Persian accused of 
rape, ii..ff; extracts a ransom from Chalcis 
despite his agreement; seized with a desire to 
capture Edessa; illness precludes him from 
besieging the city, but he still receives a 
payment from the Edessenes, ii..–, 
–; receives a letter from Justinian 
agreeing to ratify the peace; offers to ransom 
all his Antiochene captives; declines money 
from inhabitants of Carrhae because of their 
non-Christian beliefs; accepts money from 
Constantia; besieges Dara; having failed to 
capture the city, he negotiates a financial 
settlement; his conduct causes Justinian to 
reject the peace, ii..ff; builds a city in 
Assyria to house his Antiochene captives, 

calling it ‘Khusro’s Antioch’; Belisarius 
despatched to the East to thwart any further 
invasions by Khusro, ii..ff; at the 
invitation of the Lazi, Khusro marches to 
Lazica; disaffected with the Romans, the Lazi 
had sent envoys to Khusro to seek his help; 
Khusro agreed and gathered his invasion 
force under the pretext of marching against 
an enemy in Iberia, ii..ff; absence from 
Mesopotamia induces Belisarius to attack 
Persian territory, ii..; invades Lazica and 
accepts the surrender of Lazica and Gubazes, 
its king; sends most of his army to attack the 
Roman garrison at Lazic Petra; following the 
defeat of his general Aniabedes, Khusro 
himself besieges Petra and captures it, 
ii..ff; despite Khusro’s absence on 
campaign, Belisarius assumes that he has left 
his territory well protected, ii..–; having 
captured Petra, Khusro learns of Belisarius’ 
invasion, as well as the predations of 
al-Harith, ii..–; launches his third 
invasion of Roman territory; punishes 
Candidus, the bishop of Sergiopolis, for 
failing to pay what he had earlier promised; 
decides to seize Sergiopolis following the 
inability of its inhabitants to meet his 
demands; forewarned of his plan, the 
inhabitants foil his scheme; besieges 
Sergiopolis but lifts siege after his soldiers are 
overcome by thirst; having entered 
Euphratesia, he desires to plunder Palestine 
and Jersualem; fearing the advance of 
Khusro, Justus and Buzes urge Belisarius to 
join them at Hierapolis; Belisarius gathers his 
forces at Europus, intent on confronting 
Khusro, ii..ff; Khusro halts his advance 
upon learning of Belisarius’ presence at 
Europus; sends Abandanes to Belisarius 
under the pretext of discussing the 
agreed-upon peace but with the purpose of 
assessing his opponent; Abandanes informs 
Belisarius of Khusro’s grievances; the envoy 
returns to Khusro and urges him to 
withdraw, having been impressed by 
Belisarius’ demeanor; Khusro bridges the 
Euphrates and marches across with Belisarius 
following suit; receives envoys from 
Belisarius, promising safe passage through 
Roman territory and the ratification of the 
earlier peace agreement; as a guarantee, given 
John of Edessa as a hostage; violates the 
agreement by capturing Callinicum, 
destroying the city and enslaving those 
within; Khusro’s Armenian allies return to 
the Romans, ii..ff; marches to 
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Adarbiganon, intending to invade Roman 
territory through Persarmenia; awaits the 
arrival of Roman envoys; bishop of Dvin 
sent to Valerian to expedite the peace talks, 
assuring him of his influence over Khusro; 
the bishop’s brother tells Valerian that 
because of internal difficulties Khusro is 
eager to make peace; Khusro, in fear of the 
plague, marches back to Assyria, ii..–; 
invades Roman territory for the fourth time, 
motivated by his hatred of the Christian 
God; determined to capture Edessa, he 
marches to the city; fear of failing to capture 
the city motivates Khusro to demand a 
ransom; his interpreter Paul urges the 
Edessenes to send an embassy to Khusro; on 
their second visit to the Persian camp, 
Khusro demands the wealth of the entire 
city; he lays siege to Edessa, following the 
envoys’ refusal to agree to impossible 
demands; envoys despatched again to 
Khusro; once more he puts forth 
unreasonable demands; the siege continues; 
envoys sent to Khusro rebuffed; Edessenes 
ask Martin to treat for peace with the 
Persians; Martin told that it is not Khusro 
but Justinian who does not want peace, 
i..ff; siege of Edessa continues; Persians 
demand the resumption of peace talks; 
Khusro suspects the Romans of subterfuge 
and continues with his attack upon the city; 
Khusro’s interpreter Paul calls upon Martin 
to make a peace agreement; Khusro receives 
a ransom in return for promising no further 
harm to the Romans, ii..ff; receives the 
envoys Constantianus and Sergius to discuss 
peace; Khusro sets forth his demands; a 
five-year truce established; Khusro does not 
intend to abide by the truce; plots to seize 
Dara and re-populate Lazica with Persian 
settlers; his plans for Lazica driven by 
strategic concerns; Yazdgushnasp sent by him 
to carry out the plot to seize Dara, but is 
foiled in his attempt; Yazdgushnasp 
continues on to Byzantium where he 
presents Justinian with gifts and a letter from 
Khusro, ii..ff; timber sent to Lazica under 
the guise of being building material for 
Petra; despatches Vahriz to Lazica to kill 
Gubazes; sends Mihr-Mihroe to relieve the 
besieged garrison at Petra; reference to 
Khusro’s earlier invasion of Lazica; Gubazes 
informs Justinian that he had not received 
his salary since Khusro invaded Lazica, 
ii..–, –

L
Libelarius, a �racian; Roman commander 

of an abortive invasion of the territory 
surrounding Nisibis; aforementioned failure 
leads to his dismissal, i..– 

Longinus, co-commander of the Isaurians in 
Belisarius’ army, i..

Lucas, father of the John captured by al-
Mundhir, i..

M
Mamas, bishop of Dara; assists in the overthrow 

of the tyrant John, i..
Marcellus (Justinian’s nephew), appointed to a 

generalship by the emperor, ii..
Marcellus (Roman commander), at the battle 

for Dara, i..
Marcellus (Roman palace guard commander), 

sent by �eodora to Rufinianae with orders 
to kill John the Cappadocian if guilty of 
treason; wounded while attacking John by 
one of the latter’s bodyguards, i..–

Maria, wife of Hypatius; fails to stop the mob 
from proclaiming her husband emperor, 
i..–

Martin, given to the Persians as a hostage, 
i..; defends Dara against Khusro, 
ii..ff; returning to Byzantium from 
Italy, immediately sent to the East, ii..; 
ordered to invade Persarmenia, he encamps 
with his forces at Citharizon; invades enemy 
territory following the news that other 
Roman commanders had already done so, 
ii..–; holds the centre of the Roman 
army at the battle of Anglon, ii..; 
present at the siege of Edessa; misled by the 
besiegers during his peace talks with them; 
falls ill; arranges settlement with Khusro to 
end the siege, ii.., –; ii..–, 
, –

Mebodes, despatched as an envoy by Kavadh to 
discuss peace with his Roman counterparts; 
accuses his fellow envoy Seoses of sabotaging 
the peace talks, i..–; advises Kavadh 
on how to ensure the succession of his son 
Khusro; prevents Kaoses from claiming the 
throne and secures the election of Khusro, 
i..–; downfall and death during 
Khusro’s reign at the hands of Zabergan, 
i..–

Medea, tale of Jason and Medea set in the 
middle of Colchis, ii..

Megas, bishop of Beroea; entreats Khusro to 
spare the Roman East from harm; witnesses 
the ransom paid to Khusro by the citizens 
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of Hierapolis; Khusro eventually agrees to 
leave Roman territory for a fixed sum of 
gold, ii..–; unable to persuade the 
Antiochenes to pay any money to Khusro; 
chastises Khusro for his cruel treatment 
towards the Beroeans and convinces him to 
spare the survivors from further harm, ii..–
; informs Khusro of the Antiochenes’ 
refusal to pay any ransom, ii..

Mihr-Mihroe, a Persian; commander of army 
tasked with invading Roman-controlled 
Armenia; camp in Persarmenia attacked and 
plundered by Roman forces; invades Roman 
territory and defeated at Satala, i..–; 
shares command of Persian army that 
invades Mesopotamia, i..; leads Persian 
army to lift the siege of Lazic Petra, ii..; 
having defeated the Roman force guarding 
the pass to Petra, he arrives to find the siege 
abandoned; after reinforcing the garrison 
and ordering the repair of the circuit wall, 
he departs with the remainder of his army 
by a different route; some of his troops 
ambushed by Phubelis and Dagisthaeus; 
having selected a force to supply the 
garrison with sufficient provisions, he 
withdraws from Lazica with the bulk of his 
army, ii..– 

mirranes, Persian name for the rank of 
‘commander in chief ’; held by the Persian 
Peroz at the battle for Dara; i..; i..ff; 
the mirranes Peroz punished by Kavadh for 
his failure to defeat the Romans at Dara, 
i..–; reference to the battle at Dara, 
i..

Mirranes, a Persian; commander of the garrison 
at Petra; deceives Dagisthaeus into believing 
that he will surrender the city, ii..

Molatzes, shares command with �eoctistus of 
the troops in Lebanon; arrives at Antioch to 
provide assistance againt Khusro; flees with 
soldiers during the siege, ii..,  

Mu‘āwiya (Mavias), the son of Qays; sent as a 
hostage to Byzantium, §

al-Mundhir, son of Sakkike; leads Saracens 
accompanying Persian army; king of the 
Saracens; advises Kavadh on invasion 
route into Roman territory; description 
of personality, i.., –; invades and 
withdraws from Roman territory along with 
Persian army, i..ff; dispute with rival 
al-Harith over territory; sought as ally by 
Justinian, ii..–; ii..; allegedly violates 
the peace between Rome and Persia, ii..; 
poses ongoing threat to Syria and the Levant, 

ii..; ii..; engages in conflict with 
his rival al-Harith, ii..–; phylarch of 
the Saracens in possession of two captured 
Roman commanders, §

Mundus, magister militum per Illyricum under 
Justinian; along with Belisarius, assists in 
suppressing the Nika revolt, i..–, 

N
Nabedes, general of the soldiers stationed in 

Nisibis; second only to Khusro in reputation 
and standing; defeats a Roman force near the 
city, having caught them ill-prepared to fight, 
ii.., ff; holds post of commander in 
Persarmenia; despatches the bishop of Dvin 
to press the Romans on the matter of peace, 
ii..; hearing of the Roman invasion of 
Persarmenia, Nabedes entrenches his forces 
at Anglon; inflicts defeat upon the Romans 
at Anglon, ii..–ff 

Narses (Justinian’s treasurer), a Persarmenian, 
i..; sent by �eodora with Marcellus 
to Rufinianae to discern John the 
Cappadocian’s intentions and, if necessary, 
kill him, i..–

Narses (Persarmenian defector), he and 
his brother Aratius defeat Sittas and 
Belisarius in battle; both men would later 
desert to the Romans, i..–; deserts 
along with Aratius and their mother; 
well received by the emperor’s treasurer 
Narses, a compatriot, i..; carries out 
the destruction of the temples at Philae on 
Justinian’s order, imprisoning the priests 
and sending the statues to Byzantium, 
i..; gathers soldiers for the planned 
invasion of Persarmenia; his brother 
Isaac in command of the army units at 
�eodosiopolis, ii..–; frustrated that 
Nabedes had withdrawn his entire force to 
Anglon; first to engage with the Persians at 
Anglon; dies in battle, i..–

Nicetas, father of the Roman commander John, 
i..; ii..; ii..

Nonnosus, his History in which he recounts 
his embassy to the Ethiopians, Amerites 
(Homerites) and Saracens, §; his 
grandfather sent by Anastasius I on an 
embassy to al-Harith; his father, Abrames 
(Abraham) sent by Justin I to rescue two 
Roman commanders from al-Mundhir, 
§; despatched to Caïsus (Qays) as an 
ambassador; his father had previously made 
a peace treaty with Caïsus, §; instructed 
to bring Caïsus to the emperor and to meet 
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the king of the Auxomitae (Axumites), §; 
throughout his mission, he endures many 
travails, §; states that Caïsus divided his 
phylarchate between his two brothers, 
§; states distance of Adulis from Axum; 
observes large herd of elephants, §; relates 
strange encounter with anthropomorphic 
beings on the last of the Farsan islands, §

O
Odenathus, husband of Zenobia; ruler of the 

Saracens situated in the area of the city 
Zenobia; as an ally of Romans, he recovers 
the eastern empire for them, ii..– 

Olybrius, emperor of the West; Areobindus’s 
father-in-law, i..

Orestes, digression on his flight from the temple 
of Artemis among the Taurians and his role 
in the building of the temple of Artemis at 
Golden Comana, i..–

Origen, senator of Byzantium; during the 
Nika revolt he advises his fellow senators to 
exercise caution, i..–

Osiris, revered by the Blemmyes and Nobatae, 
i..

Osrhoes, ancient king from the area of Edessa; 
Osrhoene’s name derived from him, i..

P
Pacurius, king of Persia during the time of a 

truceless war of thirty-two years with the 
Armenians and their king Arsaces; through 
efforts of the Armenians, the two peoples 
become allies; rumours of rebellion lead 
Pacurius to summon and detain Arsaces 
despite his protests of innocence; avails 
himself of a magi stratagem to have Arsaces 
indict himself; imprisons Arsaces in the 
prison of Oblivion; as a reward for his 
services, Pacurius grants the request of a close 
friend of Arsaces to minister to him for one 
day, despite this being against Persian law, 
i..ff

Patriciolus, father of Vitalian; accompanies the 
Roman army sent to Amida, i..

Patricius the Phrygian, magister militum 
praesentalis under Anastasius I; one of four 
supreme commanders in charge of the 
Roman army despatched to Amida; Patricius 
and Hypatius encamp with their forces at 
Siphrios, some distance from Amida; defeat 
an advance force of Hephthalites only to 
have their own forces destroyed by the 
Persian army, i..–; ambushes Glones 
near the village of �ilasamon, i..– 

Paul, interpreter of Khusro; Roman educated 
at Antioch; delivers Khusro’s demands 
to the citizens of Hierapolis, ii..–; 
despatched by Khusro to extort money 
from the Beroeans, ii..; delivers Khusro’s 
demands to the Antiochenes; nearly killed 
by them, ii..–; presents Khusro’s 
demands to the Chalcidians; extorts money 
from the Edessenes, ii.., ; at the siege 
of Edessa Peter relays Khusro’s wish to meet 
with some of the city’s notables, ii..; 
informs the Edessenes of Rhecinarius’ 
arrival; negotiates a peace agreement with 
Martin, ii.., 

Peranius, eldest brother of the Iberian king, 
Gurgenes; flees to the borders of Lazica with 
his brother, i..; bivouacs with troops 
at Phison in preparation for an invasion of 
Persarmenia; he and Justus plunder Taraunon 
ii..; ii..; at Edessa during Khusro’s 
siege of the city; Khusro demands that 
Peranius and Peter be surrendered to him; 
drives the Persians away from the area of 
Edessa known as the Tripyrgia, ii.., ; 
ii..; suffers a deadly fall from his horse 
while hunting, ii..

Peroz (Persian king, –), goes to war 
with the Hephthalites over boundary 
dispute; his army entrapped by the 
Hephthalites; extricates the army by agreeing 
to show obeisance to the Hephthalite king 
and by pledging never to campaign against 
them again; magi devise a way for Peroz only 
to appear to show obeisance to the king, 
i..ff; disregards his pledges and launches a 
second expedition against the Hephthalites; 
he and his army destroyed; digression on 
his famous pearl; Persia becomes a tributary 
of the Hephthalites, i..ff; having deposed 
his son Kavadh, the Persians elevate Peroz’s 
brother Blases to the throne, i..; reference 
to the doctor Stephanus curing his son 
Kavadh, ii..

Peroz (Persian general), commander in chief 
or mirranes of the Persian army marching 
against Dara; his arrogant missive to 
Belisarius, i..–; exchanges letters with 
Belisarius and Hermogenes; addresses his 
troops before battle; defeated by Belisarius, 
i..ff; punished by Kavadh for his defeat at 
Dara; his failure shatters Kavadh’s confidence 
in his generals, i..–, ; deprived of 
their ownership of certain Armenian villages, 
Peroz’s sons murder the new owner, Symeon, 
i..
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Peter (Roman general), despatched to Lazica 
to assist Gubazes; having been summoned 
back to Byzantium, instructed to guard 
Lazica from Persia, i..–; taken captive 
as a child from the region of Arzanene by 
the future emperor Justin I; his rise under 
Justin I and his character, ii..–; urges 
Belisarius to invade Persian territory, ii..; 
having disregarded Belisarius’ strategy 
regarding the capture of Nisibis, he and John 
Troglita defeated by Persians stationed there, 
ii..ff; Peter arrives at �eodosiopolis in 
preparation for the invasion of Persarmenia; 
invades without informing the other 
commanders, ii..–; commands the 
right wing of the Roman army at the battle 
of Anglon, ii..; present at Edessa during 
Khusro’s siege of the city; launches an attack 
against the builders of an artificial hill; his 
surrender demanded by Khusro, ii..–, 
 

Pharas, a Herul; fights for the Romans at the 
battle for Dara, i..–; i..–

Pharesmanes, a Colchian; accompanies the 
Roman army sent to Amida, i..

Pharsanses, Colchian noble at odds with 
Gubazes; Vahriz enlists his aid in plotting 
against Gubazes, but Pharsanses betrays the 
plot to the latter, ii..– 

Philemuth, a Herul leader; he and Verus 
arrive at Khorzianene, near Martin’s camp; 
upon learning of Peter’s sudden invasion of 
Persarmenia, they follow him, ii..– 

Phocas, a patrician; replaces John the 
Cappadocian as praetorian prefect, i..

Phubelis, Lazic noble; he and Dagisthaeus 
ambush some of Mihr-Mihroe’s men, 
ii..

Pityaxes, Persian commander at the battle for 
Dara; in charge of the right wing of the 
Persian army; Kadiseni among those under 
his command, i..; i.., 

Pompey, nephew of Anastasius I; unwillingly 
sent home from the palace during the Nika 
revolt; he and Hypatius are handed over as 
prisoners to Justinian and are killed; their 
privileges and wealth restored to their sons, 
i..–, – 

Priapus, god revered by the Blemmyes and 
Nobatae, i..

Probus, patrician and nephew of Anastasius 
I; sent by Justin I to Bosporus to recruit a 
Hunnic army but is unsuccessful, i..–

Procopius (of Caesarea), author of the history; 
purpose of the work; his suitability for the 

task and his avoidance of bias and prejudice, 
i..–; chosen as Belisarius’ adviser, i..; 
witnesses the place among the Cappadocians 
that resembles that of the Taurians, i..; 
living in Byzantium when the plague reaches 
the city, ii.. 

Proculus, the quaestor of Justin I; dissuades 
the emperor and Justinian from adopting 
Khusro’s son Kavadh; fears that in doing so, 
the Persians will have a claim to the imperial 
throne, i..–

Pylades, flees with Orestes and Iphigenia, 
i..

Q
Qays (Caïsus), flees into exile after killing a 

relative of Esimiphaeus; Justinian’s intention 
to make him phylarch of the Maddeni, 
i..–; phylarch of the Saracens during 
the reign of Justinian; a descendant of al-
Harith, §; leader of the Khindeni (Kindites) 
and the Maadēni (Ma‘add); makes a peace 
treaty with Nonnosus’ father, an ambassador 
of Justinian; his son Mavias (Mu‘āwiya) 
taken as a hostage to Byzantium, §; to be 
brought to the emperor by Nonnosus, §; 
before going to Byzantium, he divides his 
phylarchate between his brothers Ambrus 
(‘Amr) and Iezidus (Yazid), §  

R
referendarius, official in charge of imperial 

responses; post held by �eodore under 
Justinian, ii..

Rhecinarius, envoy despatched from 
Byzantium to Edessa to discuss peace with 
the besieging Persians; initially his arrival is 
hidden from the Romans by the Persians, 
ii..–

Rhecithangus, a �racian and competent 
soldier, ii..; shares command of the 
troops in Lebanon with �eoctistus; both 
unwilling to leave the districts under their 
protection exposed to Saracen attack; their 
objections dismissed by Belisarius, ii..; 
with little achieved during the invasion, both 
commanders plead with Belisarius to permit 
them to return to Lebanon, ii..–, ; 
commands an army sent to Lazica to aid 
Gubazes, ii..

Rufinus, patrician; son of Silvanus; sent 
with Hypatius as envoys to discuss 
peace with their Persian counterparts; 
Rufinus denounces Hypatius to Justinian 
following the failure of the talks, i.., 
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; despatched to Hierapolis to await 
the possibility of further talks with the 
Persians, i..; Belisarius asserts the 
truthfulness of his claim that Rome desired 
peace by emphasizing the presence of 
the envoy Rufinus, i..; following the 
battle at Dara, Rufinus treats with Kavadh 
and returns to Byzantium with the king’s 
proposal for peace; his brother Timostratus’ 
capture and ransom, i..; sent on an 
embassy to Khusro; tasked with obtaining 
Justinian’s approval for one of the peace 
terms enumerated by Khusro; false rumour 
concerning his death nearly leads to a 
resumption of hostilities; peace talks break 
down; Rufinus still able to extract some 
concessions from Khusro; denounced 
before Justinian by his fellow ambassadors 
because of his successes; sent once more as 
an envoy to Khusro and the ‘Endless Peace’ 
established, i..ff; his son John sent on 
an embassy to Khusro, ii..

S
Sakkike, parent of al-Mundhir, i..
Senecius, bodyguard of Sittas given to the 

Persians as a hostage, i..
Seoses, friend of Kavadh; helps Kavadh escape 

from the prison of Oblivion; following 
Kavadh’s return to the throne, he is 
appointed adrastadaran salanes, an office 
only held by him, i..–, –; sent 
with Mebodes as an envoy to the Romans; 
accused by Mebodes of sabotaging the peace 
talks; his arrogance and unique office the 
real causes behind his downfall and death, 
i..–

Sergius (St), city of Sergiopolis named after this 
saint, ii..

Sergius, an Edessene and rhetor; sent with 
Constantianus on an embassy to Khusro, 
ii..–; both sent a second time to treat 
with Khusro, ii..–

Silvanus, father of Rufinus, i..; i..
Sittas, personal bodyguard of Justinian; he and 

Belisarius plunder Persarmenia; during a 
subsequent invasion, both defeated in battle 
by Narses and Aratius, i..–; holds 
the office of magister militum praesentalis 
and in command of the entire Roman army 
in Armenia; he and Dorotheus launch a 
surprise attack upon a Persian camp; they 
inflict a defeat upon a larger Persian force 
at Satala; his successes against the Tzani; 
reference to his conflict with Aratius and 

Narses, i..–; ordered by Justinian to 
guard the East; encamps with his forces 
at Attachas after the Persians lay siege to 
Martyropolis; negotiates with the besieging 
Persian army, apprising them of Justinian’s 
desire for a truce and urging them to lift 
the siege; offers hostages as a sign of good 
faith, i..–, –; sent against the 
Armenians after Acacius murdered; facing 
pressure from the emperor, he abandons his 
policy of rapprochement and prepares for 
war; death at the battle of Oenochalakon; 
encomium on Sittas; Buzes despatched to 
Armenia as his replacement; mentioned 
in the Armenian ambassadors’ speech to 
Khusro, ii..–,  

Solomon, an Armenian; may have killed Sittas, 
ii..

Stephanacius, shares command with Longinus 
of the Isaurians at the battle by the 
Euphrates, i..

Stephanus, doctor with ties to Khusro’s family; 
accompanies envoys sent to Khusro and 
entreats the king to spare Edessa, ii..–

Strategius, a patrician; oversees the imperial 
treasury; advises Justinian on the disputed 
ownership of the land called Strata, 
ii..– 

Summus, commands the soldiers in Palestine; 
brother of the envoy Julian; advises Justinian 
on the disputed ownership of the land 
called Strata; accused by Khusro of trying 
to persuade al-Mundhir to defect to the 
Romans, ii..– 

Sunicas, Massagete (Hun) commander; 
fights with the Romans at the battle for 
Dara, i..; kills the Persian commander 
Baresmanas and his standard-bearer during 
the battle, i..– 

Symeon, a Persarmenian; works the Persian 
gold-mine near the fortress Pharangium; 
defects to the Romans, handing over 
Pharangium as well, i..–; persuades 
Justinian to make him master of certain 
Armenian villages; killed by the former 
masters; following his murder, Justinian 
hands over the villages to Amazaspes, 
Symeon’s nephew, ii..– 

T
Tatian, steward in charge of the camp finances; 

witnesses the portent of the standards, 
ii..

�eoctistus, shares command with Molatzes 
of the troops in Lebanon; arrives at Antioch 
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to provide assistance againt Khusro; flees 
with soldiers during the siege, ii.., ; 
shares command of the troops in Lebanon 
with Rhecithangus; both unwilling to leave 
the districts under their protection exposed 
to Saracen attack in order to participate 
in Belisarius’ invasion; their objections 
dismissed by Belisarius, ii..; with 
little achieved during the invasion, both 
commanders plead with Belisarius to permit 
them to return to Lebanon, ii..–; 
accompanies Martin’s army to the fort of 
Citharizon, ii..

�eoderic (Gothic leader), departs �race for 
Italy, i..

�eodora, Justinian’s consort; advises against 
fleeing Byzantium during the Nika revolt, 
i..–; her hatred for John the 
Cappadocian, i..–; endorses Antonina’s 
scheme against John; denounces him 
before Justinian and entrusts Narses and 
Marcellus with executing him if necessary; 
John’s cowardice only aids �eodora’s plot, 
i..–; her death, ii..

�eodore (of Dara), trained in the science 
called mechanics; counters the tunnel efforts 
of the Persian besiegers, ii.. 

�eodore (referendarius), holds the office of 
imperial responses under Justinian; tasked 
with overseeing the burial of victims of the 
plague, ii..–

�eodosius I (Roman emperor, –), 
receives the abdication of the Armenian king 
Arsaces, ii..

�eodosius II (Roman emperor, –), 
son of Arcadius; his father secures his safety 
and succession by making him the ward 
of Yazdgerd I; the latter fulfils his role 
faithfully, i..–; his magister militum per 
Orientem, Anatolius, successfully arranges a 
peace with the Persian king Bahram, i..ff; 
city of �eodosiopolis named after him, 
i.. 

�omas (bishop of Apamea), displays the wood 
of the Cross at the behest of the citizenry; 
miracle occurs involving the Cross; greets 
Khusro and assures him that the Apameans 
will not resist; permitted by Khusro to retain 
the wood of the Cross, ii..–

�omas (father of John Guzes), commander of 
troops in Lazica and builder of many Roman 
fortifications in the area, ii..

Timostratus, brother of Rufinus; captured 
and ransomed by al-Mundhir, i..; 
released by Almundarus (al-Mundhir) to the 
ambassador Abrames (Abraham), §

Trajan, bodyguard of Belisarius; shares 
command of the Roman forces 
accompanying al-Harith’s army into Assyria; 
deceived by al-Harith, ii..–, –

Tribonian, a Pamphylian; Justinian’s quaestor; 
his background and character; relieved of 
his office but soon restored; his death and 
brief recapitulation of his background and 
character i..–; i..– 

Tribunus, doctor; befriended by Khusro; his 
presence requested by the Persian king as 
part of the terms of a truce, ii..–

V
Vahriz, Persian official with an infamous 

reputation; chosen by Khusro to effect his 
planned conquest and re-population of 
Lazica; tasked with killing Gubazes, the 
Lazic king; his plot foiled by the Lazic noble 
Pharsanses; having failed in his mission, he 
leaves Lazica after instructing the Persian 
garrison at Petra to prepare for a siege, 
ii..; ii..–; appointed co-commander 
of the forces left behind on the borders of 
Lazica by Mihr-Mihroe, ii..

Valerian, appointed commander of the forces 
in Armenia by Justinian, ii..; assured by 
the bishop of Dvin that a peace favourable 
to the Romans was attainable, given the 
bishop’s influence with Khusro; told by the 
bishop’s brother that Khusro’s desire for 
peace was motivated by domestic instability; 
ordered by Justinian to invade Persarmenia 
upon being informed of Khusro’s weakened 
position; encamps with his troops near 
�eodosiopolis; hearing of Peter’s sudden 
invasion of Persarmenia, Valerian and Martin 
also invade, ii..–; commands the left 
wing of the Roman army at the battle of 
Anglon, ii..;

varizes, rank of a Persian general, i..
Varrames, son of Adergudunbades; aware that 

his father did not kill Kavadh, the son of 
Zames, as ordered by Khusro; reveals his 
father’s secret to Khusro while campaigning 
with the king in Colchis; following the 
betrayal and death of his father, given the 
office of kanarang, i..–, 

Verus, a Herul leader; he and Philemuth arrive 
at Khorzianene, near Martin’s encampment; 
upon learning of Peter’s sudden invasion of 
Persarmenia, the Herul leaders follow him, 
ii..– 

Vesta, See Hestia.
Vitalian, son of Patriciolus; accompanies army 

despatched to Amida by Anastasius I; takes 
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up arms against the latter, i..; his assessor 
Hermogenes, i..

Vitigis, leader of the Goths; surreptitiously 
despatches ambassadors to Khusro to 
encourage him to campaign against the 
Romans; addressed as ‘king of the Goths 
and Italians’ by his envoys in their speech 
to Khusro; Vitigis’ proposal pleases Khusro 
and the latter informs the Persian nobility of 
Vitigis’ message, ii..–; ii..; brought 
as a captive to Byzantium by Belisarius; 
remains there while the remaining captive 
Goths accompany Belisarius’ army to the 
East; death of one of his ambassadors in 
Persia, ii..; ii..–; episode of Vitigis’ 
capture and transport to Byzantium brought 
Belisarius great renown, ii.. 

Y
Yazdgerd I (Persian king, –), appointed 

guardian of �eodosius II in Arcadius’ will; 
faithfully fulfils the obligation assigned to 
him in Arcadius’ will, i..–

Yazdgushnasp, important Persian official 
with an infamous reputation, ii..–; 
ostensibly despatched by Khusro to 
Byzantium on an embassy, but in reality 
tasked with capturing Dara; plan thwarted 
through the efforts of Belisarius’ confidant 

George; despite this failure, he maintains 
his cover by proceeding to Byzantium 
where he is well received by Justinian, 
ii..– 

Yazid (Iezidus), brother of Qays; receives half 
of Qays’ phylarchate, §  

Z
Zabergan, maligns Mebodes before Khusro, 

i..–; dissuades Khusro from meeting 
with ambassadors during the siege of 
Antioch, ii..; receives Edessene envoys 
at the Persian camp during the city’s siege, 
ii..–

Zames, second son of Kavadh; highly admired 
by his fellow Persians, but physical 
deformity precludes him from succeeding 
to the throne, i..–; involved in plot to 
overthrow Khusro and rule Persia through 
his own son; plot uncovered and among 
those put to death; Zames’ son appears 
to have fled to Byzantium, i..–, ; 
reference to Zames’ ineligibility for the 
throne, ii..

Zeno (Roman emperor, –), Roman 
emperor at the time of the Persian king 
Peroz, i..

Zenobia, wife of Odenathus; founder of the city 
of Zenobia, ii..–
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A
Abasgi, people dwelling near the Caucasus, 

ii..
Abydus (City of ), on the Asian side of the 

Hellespont, ii..
Adarbiganon, location of a Persian fire-

sanctuary, north of Assyria, ii..–, 
Adulis (City of ), in Ethiopia, i..; i..; 

distance from Axum; Awē situated between 
it and Axum, §

Adulitans, inhabitants of Adulis, §
Aela (City of ), on the Red Sea, i..ff
Alans, their location ii..; neighbours of 

the Sunitae, i..; form an alliance with 
Gubazes, ii..

Albania, traversed by the Taurus mountain 
range, i..

Alexandria (City of ), plague descends upon it, 
ii.. 

Alexandrians, some citizens accused of owing 
money to the state, i.. 

Amida (City of ), in Mesopotamia; besieged 
by Kavadh after plundering Armenia; 
distance from Endielon and the story of 
the holy man Jacob; siege goes poorly for 
the Persians; Kavadh reverses decision to 
abandon the siege after the magi claim that 
the city will fall; old tunnel leading into the 
circuit wall discovered by a Persian soldier; 
Amidenes attempt to repel the Persians 
from their walls after the latter capture a 
tower through the old tunnel; following 
the capture of the city, the Amidenes 
explain to Kavadh why they chose to fight; 
Kavadh leaves a garrison in the city before 
returning homeward, i..ff; news of the 
siege impels Anastasius I to despatch an 
army to Amida, but it does not arrive in 
time; eager to invade enemy territory and 
confronted by a well-provisioned garrison, 
the Roman commanders forgo re-capturing 

Amida; distance from Siphrios, where two 
of the Roman commanders are encamped; 
distance from the river Nymphius, i..–, 
; Romans lay siege to Amida; both sides 
are eager to bring an end to the siege; short 
on provisions, the Persians are nonetheless 
able to conceal this shortage and persuade 
the Romans to purchase the city; digression 
on the death of Glones, the garrison’s 
commander, at �ilasamon, i..ff; course 
of the Tigris river; land as far as the city 
designated by some as Armenia, i.., ; 
distance from Martyropolis, i..; after the 
city’s fall, Kavadh desires to capture Edessa 
and Constantia, ii..; reference to Justin I’s 
invasion of Persian territory after the fall of 
Amida, ii..

Amidenes, great slaughter follows the city’s fall 
to the Persians; few remain in the city as 
most are taken prisoner, i..–

Ammodius, place near Dara, i.., ; ii..
Anglon (Village of ), some distance from Dvin, 

where the Persians rout a Roman army, ii..
ff

Antinous (City of ), in Egypt, i..
Antioch (City of ), See also Khusro’s 

Antioch, its status and importance; carefree 
citizenry; exposure to Persian attack, 
i..–; Azarethes’ failure to capture it, 
i..; Justinian’s cousin Germanus sent 
to the city with the promise of a large army 
to follow; vulnerability discovered in its 
fortifications; with no army in sight and his 
presence possibly attracting undue attention, 
Germanus departs from Antioch, ii..–; 
Khusro’s interpreter, Paul, educated at 
Antioch, ii..; Megas travels to the city 
to raise ransom for entire Roman East; 
distance from Beroea; Megas’ mission foiled 
by Justinian’s envoys, Rufinus and Julian; 
Ephraem, Antioch’s bishop, flees to Cilicia; 
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Megas, returning from Antioch empty-
handed, chastises Khusro for deceiving him, 
ii..–, –; during the siege, many 
citizens are trampled to death by their own 
soldiers as they rush to the city’s gates; the 
Roman soldiers and their commanders 
flee to the city’s suburb Daphne, ii.., 
; Antioch’s destruction leads Procopius 
to question the role of God’s providence, 
ii..; distance from Seleucia where Khusro 
travels next; the Persian king then proceeds 
to Daphne, ii..–; Edessene envoys offer 
to pay what they had previously given to the 
Persians when Antioch fell, ii.. 

Antiochenes, with news of his approaching 
army, the council decides to pay Khusro a 
ransom, ii..; Megas confronts Khusro 
after returning from his failed mission to 
Antioch, ii..; in response to Megas’ 
failure, Khusro marches to the city and 
demands a ransom; following the near 
death of his envoy Paul, Khusro lays siege to 
Antioch; inhabitants fated to be destroyed 
by the Persian army; youths engage in 
combat with the Persians; the Antiochenes 
suffer many misfortunes, ii..ff; Khusro 
places blame for the slaughter on the 
city’s inhabitants; remaining Antiochenes 
enslaved by Khusro, ii.., ; Aeimachus 
kills a Persian notable at Tretus, ii..; 
Khusro willing to ransom the captives taken 
from Antioch, ii..; settles the captives 
at Khusro’s Antioch, ii..–; during 
Anastasius I’s reign, an omen foretells 
Antioch’s destruction; the deadly earthquake 
under Justin I, ii..– 

Apamea (City of ), Khusro desires to see the 
city in order to plunder it, ii.., ; portent 
involving a piece of Christ’s cross allays 
the inhabitants’ fears over the approaching 
Persian army; Procopius claims God 
prevented Khusro from plundering and 
enslaving the entire city, ii..–

Apameans, citizen’s daughter violated by a 
Persian, ii..

Arabia, its Saracen inhabitants ruled by al-
Harith, i..; location, i..

Arabian Gulf, its location and derivation of 
name, i..–

Arabs, king’s royal palace at Petra, i..
Archaeopolis (Town of ), in Lazica, ii..
Ares (House of ), part of the imperial courtyard 

in Byzantium, i..
Armenia, its soil part of magi’s scheme to 

have Arsaces condemn himself, i..–; 

invaded and plundered by Kavadh before 
besieging Amida, i..; traversed by the 
Taurus mountains, i..; Belisarius and 
Sittas invade Persian-controlled Armenia, 
i..; Kavadh invades Armenia again; 
Sittas holds overall command of the Roman 
army stationed there; location of Tzani 
relative to Armenian territory, i..–, ; 
course of the Euphrates and Tigris, i..–
; Symeon persuades Justinian to give him 
mastery over certain Armenian villages; 
Symeon’s successor killed and replaced by 
Acacius after the he accuses the successor of 
treachery; Sittas attempts to repair relations 
between the Romans and Armenians, 
following their murder of Acacius, ii..–, 
; Valerian given command of Roman 
forces in Armenia, ii..; weakness of 
Khusro’s position relayed to Valerian; at 
Justinian’s command, the various Roman 
commanders join forces in Armenia to 
invade Persarmenia, ii..–

Armenians, account of Arsaces, king of 
the Armenians, and the Persian prison 
of Oblivion, i..ff; large number of 
Persarmenians enslaved by Belisarius and 
Sittas, i..; harassed by the Tzani, 
i..; source of both the Euphrates and 
Tigris within their territory, i..; envoys’ 
speeches easily persuade Khusro, ii..; 
series of rulers appointed by Justinian, 
none of whom are able to retain power; the 
murder of Acacius, the last of the appointed 
rulers, brings the Armenians and Romans 
into conflict; failure of Sittas and then Buzes 
to resolve the conflict with the Armenians 
leads to the latter entreating Khusro for 
aid, ii..ff; serve with Belisarius under 
the command of Adolius; Armenians who 
went over to Persians return to the Romans, 
ii.., ; serve with the Romans under the 
command of Narses, ii..; source of the 
river Boas near Pharangium, ii.. 

Armenians (Lesser), formerly known as White 
Syrians, i..

Arsinus (river), tributary of the Euphrates, 
i..

Artace, suburb of Cyzicus, i..
Artemis among the Taurians (Sanctuary of ), 

in Kelesene, i..– 
Arzamon, place two days’ distance from 

Constantia, i..
Arzanene, Persian-controlled district beyond 

the Nymphius river; invaded by Celer, i..; 
ii..
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Aspetiani, confusion surrounding a proposed 
alliance leads to a misunderstanding with 
Sittas, ii..–

Assyria, departure point for a Persian army 
commanded by Azarethes and guided by 
al-Mundhir, i..; location of the Khusro’s 
Antioch, ii..; plundered by a combined 
force of Saracens and Romans under al-
Harith, ii..–; departure of Khusro’s 
army to Adarbiganon and subsequent return 
because of the plague, ii.., ; place of 
encounter between Khusro and Roman 
envoys treating for peace, ii..

Assyrians, Tigris and Euphrates converge in 
their land, i.., 

Athens (City of ), on the Lazic borderlands, 
south of Petra, ii..; ii..

Attachas, place some distance from 
Martyropolis, i..

Auxomis (Axum), location of Auxomites’ royal 
palace, i..; its distance from Adulis and 
Elephantine, i.., ; large city; a capital 
of sorts for all Ethiopia, §; distance from 
Adulis; Awē situated between it and Adulis, 
§; climate changes between it and Awē, 
§  

Auxomites, name derived from the city Axum; 
also known as Ethiopians, i..; Nonnosus 
travels on an embassy to their king, §

Awē, place between Axum and Adulis; location 
of large herd of elephants, §; differences in 
climate between it and Axum, §

B
Barbalissus (Fortress of ), near a place called 

Obbane, ii..
Barbarian Plain (�e), south of Sura near 

Sergiopolis, ii..
Barlaus (Gate of ), part of Edessa’s wall, 

ii..
Batnae (Town of ), day’s journey from Edessa, 

ii..
Beroea (City of ), Khusro marches to the city, 

which lies between Antioch and Hierapolis, 
and demands money, ii..–; inhabitants 
send Megas, the city’s bishop, to treat with 
Khusro, ii..; Megas returns to find the 
city under siege and reproaches Khusro; 
Megas entreats Khusro to spare Beroea from 
further suffering and reassures him that the 
city has nothing else to offer, ii.., –; 
distance from Chalcis, ii... 

Beroeans, inhabitants unable to pay full ransom 
to Khusro; the town is besieged as a result; 
Megas, the city’s bishop, confronts Khusro; 

Khusro spares those remaining at the behest 
of Megas, ii..–, ff

Bithynia, Roman province on the Euxine Sea, 
ii..

Black Gulf, adjacent to the long wall of the 
Chersonese, ii..

Black Sea, see Euxine Sea. 
Blemmyes, tribe located near Elephantine; 

yearly payment fails to prevent their 
predations of Roman land; their religion 
and worship at Philae; Diocletian’s plan to 
use the Nobatae as a bulwark against the 
Blemmyes, i..– 

Blues, description of the ‘party’ and its 
involvement in the Nika insurrection, 
i..ff; also called the Venetus; favoured by 
Justinian, ii.. 

Boas (river), description of its course, 
ii..–, 

Bolum (Fortress of ), in Persarmenia; 
treacherously captured by Romans, i.., 
–; subsequently returned to Persia as 
part of a negotiated peace, i.., 

Bosporus (City of ), by the Euxine Sea, twenty 
days’ journey from Cherson; entrusted itself 
to Justin I, i..–; Justinian accused of 
seizing it, ii..

Bulicas, harbour of the Homeritae, i..
Byzantium (City of ), site of the Nika 

insurrection, i..ff; Huns plunder its 
suburbs, ii..; description of the plague’s 
effects, ii..ff; Khusro contemplates its 
capture by way of the Euxine Sea, ii..; 
Mavias (Mu‘āwiya) brought there as a 
hostage, §; having divided his phylarchate 
between his brothers, Caïsus (Qays) goes 
there, §

C
Caesarea (City of ), Procopius’ hometown, i..
Callinicum (City of ), by the Euphrates; arrival 

of Belisarius’ defeated army, i.., ; 
allusion to Khusro’s mistreatment of the city, 
ii..; captured by Khusro, ii..–

Cappadocia, region traversed by the Taurus 
mountain range, i..; visited by Orestes, 
i..; desired by Khusro, ii.. 

Carrhae (City of ), inhabitants’ offer of money 
declined by Khusro, ii..; smoke from 
the siege of Edessa seen by inhabitants, 
ii..

Caspian Gates, their location and importance, 
i..; i..–; fortified by Alexander of 
Macedon; Anastasius I declines Ambazuces’ 
offer to purchase the gates; seized by Kavadh 
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following Ambazuces’ death, i..–; 
Iberians live nearby, i..; Kavadh 
demands Roman assistance in guarding the 
gates, i..–; Khusro demands Roman 
payments in lieu of military personnel, 
i..; ii..

Cassandreia (City of ), known by ancients as 
Potidaea; captured by the Huns, ii..

Caucasus (mountains), canyon extending to 
the mountains, i..; Lazi act as bulwark 
against the Huns inhabiting the mountains, 
ii.., ; ii..; description of the 
Boas river’s course along with its various 
inhabitants, ii..–

Chalcis (City of ), distance from a place called 
Gabbulon, i..; distance from Beroea and 
the ransom paid to Khusro, ii..–

Chalke (�e Bronze Gate), part of the imperial 
complex in Byzantium, i..

Cherson (City of ), at the limits of Roman 
territory on the Euxine Sea, i..

Chersonese, its long wall assailed by the Huns, 
ii..

Christians, the Lazi, i..; ii..; those 
known as monks, i..; the Iberians, i..; 
converted two temples into churches at 
Golden Comana, i..; especial reverence 
for the festival of Easter, i..; inhabitants 
of Sisauranon, ii..; plotted against by 
the Homerites, i..; few adherents among 
the inhabitants of Carrhae, ii..; Dvin’s 
bishop sent to Valerian, ii..; Khusro 
marches against their God, ii..; the Alans 
and Abasgi, ii..

Cilicia, Tarsus mountain range, i..ff; target 
of Khusro’s invasion, ii.., ii..; place 
of refuge for Ephraem and Germanus, 
ii..– 

Cilician (coverings), used by the Persians at the 
siege of Edessa, ii..

Circesium (Fortress of ), Roman stronghold at 
the confluence of the Khabur and Euphrates, 
ii..–

Citharizon (Fortress of ), Roman stronghold 
four days’ journey from �eodosiopolis, 
ii..

Colchis, see Lazica.
Colchians, see Lazi.
Comana (Golden Comana), city in 

Cappadocia founded by Orestes, i..–
Comana (City of ), founded by Orestes in 

Pontus, i..–
Commagene, former name for Euphratesia, 

i.., ; ii..; Khusro’s invasion of the 
region, i..; ii..

Commageni, Khusro invades their land, 
ii..

Constantia (City of ), two days’ journey from 
Arzamon; Areobindus’ forces flee from 
the latter to the former, i..–; former 
residence of the commander of troops 
in Mesopotamia, i..; ransom paid to 
Khusro, who considers the city part of his 
patrimony; Baradotus dissuades Kavadh 
from seizing the city, ii..–

Constantine (Forum of ), in Byzantium, i.., 


Corpse, (Gate of the), entrance to the 
hippodrome in Byzantium, i..

Ctesiphon (City of ), on the Tigris across 
from Seleucia, ii..–; day’s journey from 
Khusro’s Antioch, ii..

Cyzicus (City of ), where John the Cappadocian 
is exiled, i..; its troublesome bishop 
Eusebius, i..–

D
Daphne, suburb of Antioch, ii..; visited 

by Khusro, ii..ff; omen of the uprooted 
cypresses, ii..

Dara (City of ), built under Anastasius I; 
distance from Nisibis and the Roman–
Persian border; Persian concerns 
and protests over the fortification of 
the city, i..–; Belisarius made 
commander of the troops there, i..; 
impending Persian attack of Dara halts 
Belisarius’ preparations for a Persian 
campaign; description of the battle at 
Dara, i.–; Rufinus holds talks with 
Kavadh regarding the future of the city, 
i.., –; commanders who fought at 
Dara, i..; negotiations with Khusro 
regarding the future of Dara, i..ff; 
the tyranny of John, i..ff; Anastasius 
of Dara carries a letter to Khusro from 
Justinian, ii..; Khusro demands a 
yearly payment in return for peace and the 
preservation of Dara, ii..; Khusro’s 
mistreatment of Dara foreshadowed, 
ii..; Khusro settles for a ransom after 
failing to capture the city, ii..ff; 
presence of the general Martin, ii..; 
staging point for Belisarius’ invasion of 
Persian territory, ii.ff; Belisarius’ army 
sets out for Nisibis, ii..; provisions 
at Dara; Belisarius urged to withdraw to 
Roman territory, ii.., ; Khusro 
plots to seize the city but the attempt fails, 
ii.., ff
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Dvin (City of ), description of its district, its 
distance from �eodosiopolis and Anglon, 
as well as its trade with India, ii..–; its 
bishop sent to Valerian, the Roman general 
in Armenia, ii..; an invading Roman 
army marches towards it, ii..; Mihr-
Mihroe’s army retires to its environs, ii.. 

E
Edessa (City of ), in a region called Osrhoene, 

i..; Christian story of its invincibility 
motivates Khusro to attack the city, ii..ff; 
magi dissuade Khusro from attempting 
a second siege of the city, ii..–; 
prominent inhabitant given to Khusro as a 
hostage, ii..; home of the Roman envoy 
Sergius, ii..; Khusro’s third attempt to 
capture the city fails, ii..ff

Edessenes, story concerning Abgar and Christ; 
hand over city to the Romans; Khusro’s 
envoy Paul demands ransom, ii..–; 
raise funds to purchase Antiochene captives 
from Khusro, ii..; Khusro’s fourth 
invasion of Mesopotamia and his failed 
attempt to capture Edessa, ii.–

Egypt, its topography, i..; John the 
Cappadocia exiled there, i..; origin of 
the plague, ii..; flooded and irrigated by 
the Nile, §

Egyptians, those of Pelusium, ii..
Elephantine (City of ), in Egypt on the Roman 

border; settlement of the Nobatae; near the 
island of Philae, i..–

Endielon, day’s journey from Amida, i..
Ethiopia, under the rulership of Hellesthaeus, 

i..; region where Auxumis is located, §; 
nature of its climate changes, §

Ethiopians, sought as allies by Justinian, 
i.., i..ff, ii..; location, seafaring 
and shipbuilding techniques, i..–; 
war with Homerites, i..–; Nonnosus’ 
embassy to them, §   

Euphratesia, ancient name of Commagene; 
novel invasion route for the Persians, i..; 
ii..; arrival of Belisarius, ii.. 

Euphrates (river), near Hierapolis, i..; 
digression on Mesopotamia with particular 
attention to its rivers, i..–; Persians’ 
crossing of river and their retreat with the 
Romans in pursuit; Persian encampment 
on the river opposite Callinicum, i..–; 
Hermogenes initiates talks with Kavadh, 
i..; Khusro’s strategy for invading Roman 
territory, i..; Khusro’s invasion route 
influenced by the river; the location of Sura, 

ii..–, ; Belisarius assigned command of 
region near river, ii..; Khusro crosses the 
river to ravage Mesopotamia, ii..; John 
and Trajan arrive at �eodosiopolis, keeping 
the river on their right, ii..; Khusro 
invades Roman territory, keeping the river 
on his right; the location of Europus, ii.., 
; Belisarius sends troops to prevent the 
Persians from crossing the river; Khusro 
bridges it and Belisarius crosses in response, 
ii.., –

Europe, invaded by the Huns, ii..ff
Europus, place by the Euphrates where 

Belisarius encamps his army, ii..–; 
ii..

Euxine Sea, cities of Bosporus, Cherson, 
and Colchian Petra nearby, i..; ii..; 
alongside the provinces of Cappadocia, 
Galatia, and Bithynia, ii..; location of 
the mouth of the Phasis river, ii..

F
Farsan, series of islands; location of peculiar 

anthropomorphic beings, §

G
Galatia, land by the Euxine Sea, ii..
Gabbulon, distance from the city of Chalcis, 

i..
Gaza (City of ), its territory’s border formerly 

known as Arabia, i..
Gorgo (City of ), on the northern Persian 

border; inhabited by Hephthalites, i..; 
i..

Goths, officers in the Roman army, i..; leader 
of the Goths surreptitiously sends envoys to 
Khusro to arrange an alliance, ii.., , –; 
Justinian’s mistreatment of foreign peoples, 
ii..; king of Goths taken to Byzantium, 
ii..; soldiers march with Belisarius against 
Khusro, ii..; ii..–; Justinian sends 
captive Persians to fight the Goths in Italy, 
ii..; positioned near Belisarius’ tent, 
ii..

Greece, plundered by the Huns, ii.. 
Greeks, ‘silk’ called ‘Persian’ by ancient Greeks, 

i..

H
Hebrews, see Jews. 
Helen, palace in Byzantium, i..
Hellenes (religion), the Blemmyes and 

Nobatae, i..; adherents amongst the 
Homerites plot against the Christians, 
i.. 

www.cambridge.org/9781316617076
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-61707-6 — Procopius of Caesarea: The Persian Wars
Translation, with Introduction and Notes
Edited by Geoffrey Greatrex , With Averil Cameron
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

 Index of Peoples and Places

Hephthalites, known as ‘White’ Huns; their 
location and way of life; their border dispute 
with the Persians; Peroz’s expedition against 
them ends in humiliation, i..ff; Peroz’s 
expedition to exact revenge ends with the 
destruction of himself and his army; the 
Persians are forced to pay a yearly tribute, 
i..–, –; the advice of the Persian 
Gusanastades, ruler of the lands that border 
those of the Hephthalites, i..; Kavadh 
and Seoses flee to them, i..; Kavadh, 
owing money to their king, fails to obtain 
a loan from Anastasius I; their miraculous 
encounter with Jacob, i..–, ; nearly  
killed by the Roman army of Patricius and 
Hypatius, i.., 

Heruls, part of the Roman army at the battle of 
Dara, i.., ; brought to Byzantium by 
Mundus, i..; positioned near Belisarius’ 
tent, ii..; in the army of Narses; under 
the command of Philemuth and Verus, 
ii..–, ; fight under Narses at 
the battle of Anglon; digression on their 
protective equipment, ii..–

Hierapolis (City of ), by the Euphrates; the 
ambassador Rufinus stationed there, i.., 
i. .; Buzes abandons the city after 
proposing a plan for its defence; Megas, 
bishop of Beroea, finds Khusro and his 
army nearby; inhabitants pay ransom to 
Khusro, ii. .–, –; Khusro marches 
to Beroea, which lies between Antioch and 
Hierapolis, and demands large payment, 
ii..–; Justus and Buzes take refuge there; 
their correspondence with Belisarius, ii..ff

Homerites, Justinian seeks an alliance; 
Julian conveys the emperor’s desire that 
they invade Persian terrority; despite 
promising otherwise, they never fulfil their 
commitment; their location and subject 
people; territory of the Ethiopians relative to 
theirs; the harbour Bulicas; Ethiopians invade 
on the pretext of defending Christians; a 
puppet-king is placed on the Homerite 
throne, but is subsequently deposed, i.., 
–; i..–, –; the brother of Julian, 
the ambassador to the Homerites, ii..; 
envoys to Khusro accuse Justinian of taking 
over the Homerites, ii..; Nonnosus’ 
History recounts an embassy to them, §; §

Homer’s archers, Procopius’ comparison with 
contemporary archers, i..–

Huns (See also Sabirs and Massagetae), how 
the Hephthalites differ from the remaining 
Hunnic peoples, i..–; Hunnic invasion 

compels Kavadh to return homeward with 
his army, i..; where the majority of 
their tribes located, i..–; control land 
between Cherson and Bosporus; Probus 
despatched to Bosporus to recruit them 
for an army but is unsuccessful; Peter 
sent with Hunnic troops to aid Gurgenes, 
i..–, ; spy causes terror and indecision 
amongst the Persians besieging Martyropolis 
by announcing the approach of a hostile 
Hunnic army; abortive invasion of Roman 
territory by Huns after failing to locate 
Persian army, i.., –; Hunnic forces 
repeatedly defeated by the Dagaris, i..; 
Khusro confronts Justinian concerning 
a letter written to certain Huns urging 
an invasion of Persian territory, ii..; 
ii..; city of Bosporus subject to the 
Huns; envoys remind Khusro of Justinian’s 
attempt to incite Huns to invade Persian 
territory, ii.., ; devastating Hunnic 
invasions of Roman territory, ii..–; some 
receive yearly payments from the Romans, 
ii..; Lazi prevent Huns from invading 
Roman territory via Lazica, ii..; Belisarius 
invades Persian territory after learning of 
Khusro’s war with the Huns, ii..; Huns 
despatched by Khusro fail to seize sheep 
from the Romans at Edessa; during the siege 
of Edessa, Huns under Roman command 
successfully attack the builders of an artificial 
hill, ii..–, ; Khusro convinced that 
control of Lazica will improve his strategic 
position with regard to the Huns, ii..

I
Iberia, traversed by the Taurus mountains; path 

that leads to the Caspian Gate, i..–; 
i..; two Lazic fortresses by its border, 
i..; reference to the affair of Gurgenes 
by Procopius; under the pretext of marching 
to Iberia, Khusro prepares to invade Lazica, 
ii.., ; Khusro’s army invades Lazica 
at its border with Iberia, ii..; Khusro 
convinced that control of Lazica will ensure 
dominance over Iberia, ii..–; course 
of the Boas and Phasis river; allies of Gubazes 
offer to prevent further Persian attacks from 
Iberia, ii..–, ; Mihr-Mihroe passes 
the Iberian borderlands on his way to Petra; 
supplies brought from Iberia left with Petra’s 
garrison; Roman and Lazi forces pursue 
defeated Persians into Iberian territory and 
destroy supplies bound for Petra, ii.., , 
–

www.cambridge.org/9781316617076
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-61707-6 — Procopius of Caesarea: The Persian Wars
Translation, with Introduction and Notes
Edited by Geoffrey Greatrex , With Averil Cameron
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

 Index of Peoples and Places 

Iberians, their location and religious beliefs; 
their king, Gurgenes, seeks Roman aid 
after Kavadh demands their adherence to 
Persian religious customs; Gurgenes and 
leading Iberians flee from Persian army and 
eventually make their way to Byzantium, 
i..–; those in Byzantium given the 
choice to remain or return home as part of 
the ‘Endless Peace’ treaty, i..; their trade 
with Dvin and its environs, ii..; Persian 
control of Lazica seen as means to keep their 
disaffected Iberian subjects from attempting 
a rebellion, ii..–

Illyria, territory devastated by the Huns, ii.., 


Illyrians, positioned near Belisarius’ tent, ii..
Immortals, part of the Persian army; participate 

in the battle at Dara, i.., –
India, starting-point of the Red Sea, i..; 

their unusual ships, ..; trade with Dvin, 
ii..

Indians, their location; dearth of proper 
shipbuilding materials, i.., –; 
suppliers of silk, i.., 

Ionian Gulf, westward extent of Huns’ 
plundering, ii..

Iotabe, island in the Red Sea; its distance from 
Aela, i..

Iris (river), in Pontus, i..
Isaurians, part of Belisarius’ army, i..–; 

inexperience leads to their decimation in 
battle, ..–

Italy, its poor condition under Honorius, 
i..; Goths who follow �eoderic to Italy, 
i..; Narses’ and Aratius’ service there 
under Belisarius, i..–; Belisarius 
summoned to Byzantium by Justinian, 
i..; Khusro violates treaty because 
of Belisarius’ success in Italy, ii..; 
Khusro told that Belisarius has seized 
Italy for himself, ii..; Buzes charged 
with protecting the eastern frontier 
until Belisarius’ arrival, ii..; Justinian 
summons Belisarius, Valerian, and Martin 
to Byzantium and despatches them to the 
East, ii..–; captive Persian soldiers sent 
to fight Goths, ii.. 

J
Jerusalem (City of ), location of Christ’s 

punishment, ii..; Khusro desires its 
treasures, ii..

Jews, those on the island of Iotabe become 
Roman subjects, i..; Jewish Homerites 
plot against Christians, i..

K
Kadiseni, part of the Persian army at the battle 

of Dara, i..–
Kelesene, territory where the temple of Artemis 

among the Taurians is located, i.., 
Kerateion, area of Antioch, ii..
Khabur (river), flows by Circesium as it 

joins the Euphrates, ii..; flows by 
�eodosiopolis, ii..

Khorzianene, location of Philemuth and Verus’ 
encampment, ii..

Khusro’s Antioch (City of ), See also Antioch, 
city built in the territory of Ctesiphon for 
Khusro’s Antiochene prisoners; supplies his 
city with entertainers taken from Antioch 
and other Roman cities, ii..–

Kindites (Khindeni), Saracen tribe under the 
leadership of Qays (Caïsus), §

L
Lazi, Justinian orders Peter to defend Lazic 

territory and sends army there under 
Irenaeus; limited variety of foodstuffs; 
refusal to supply Roman garrisons stationed 
at fortresses leads to their abandonment, 
i..–; Persians return Lazic fortresses to 
the Romans, i..; reference to the Lazic 
envoys’ speech to Khusro, ii..; Armenian 
envoys to Khusro refer to Justinian’s 
mistreatment of the Lazi, ii..–; Roman 
misrule, particularly under Peter and John 
Tzibus, breeds discontent among the Lazi 
and motivates them to despatch envoys to 
Khusro to request an alliance; Khusro agrees 
and marches to Lazica, ii..ff; the Lazic 
king, Gubazes, does obeisance to Khusro, 
ii..; divided over differences in customs 
and religion and cut off from Roman trade, 
many Lazi disaffected with Persian rule 
ii..–; under the pretext of discussing 
his people’s future, Vahriz attempts to 
assassinate Gubazes but fails; Gubazes 
begs Justinian for aid; Roman force sent to 
Lazica under Dagisthaeus and besieges Petra 
alongside Gubazes’ forces; description of 
Lazic territory and of route taken by Persians 
under Lazic guidance; alliance arranged with 
Alans and Sabirs; Gubazes begs Justinian 
for financial aid; Lazic and Roman soldiers 
inflict heavy casualties upon Petra’s Persian 
garrison, ii..–; a Lazic notable, 
Phubelis, and Dagisthaeus ambush some of 
Mihr-Mihroe’s soldiers; Phasis river and the 
fortresses built nearby protect Lazic territory 
from Persian attack; Justinian provides 
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monetary aid to the Lazi; Persian force on 
the Lazic border with Iberia defeated by the 
soldiers of Gubazes and Dagisthaeus; Persian 
supplies bound for Petra found and burned; 
Lazi tasked with preventing further supplies 
from reaching Petra, ii..–

Lazica, formerly known as Colchis; Seoses 
claims it was unjustly seized by Romans, 
i..–; location relative to Iberia and 
Persia; Roman force sent to there to aid 
Iberian king Gurgenes; Gurgenes and the 
leading Iberians flee to Lazica where the 
difficult terrain protects them from Persian 
attacks; two fortresses abandoned by Roman 
soldiers and occupied by the Persians, 
i..–; Phasis river flows into Lazica, 
i..; Khurso refuses to return captured 
fortresses to the Romans as part of a peace 
treaty, i.., ; invaded by Khusro; during 
the invasion, Khusro learns that Kavadh, son 
of Zames, is still alive, i..–; Roman 
misrule, particularly under Peter and John 
Tzibus, breeds discontent among the Lazic 
people and motivates them to despatch 
envoys to Khusro to request an alliance; 
Khurso agrees and marches to Lazica, 
ii..ff; Khusro enters Lazic territory and 
receives the submission of the Lazic king 
Gubazes; Petra besieged and captured by the 
Persians, ii..ff; Lazic districts demanded 
from Khusro by Roman envoys; Khusro 
plans to replace Lazica’s population with 
Persian settlers; the seizure of Lazica seen 
as strategically beneficial to the Persian 
kingdom; majority of Lazi resentful of 
Persian rule, ii.., –; Khusro’s plan for 
Lazica suffers setbacks; timber sent there for 
shipbuilding destroyed by lightning; Vahriz 
foiled in his attempt to assassinate Gubazes; 
the Lazic king revolts and Justinian accepts 
and meets his request for aid; Romans and 
Lazi besiege Petra; Khusro sends army to 
Lazica under Mihr-Mihroe; exposition on 
Lazic territory given to help explain Gubazes’ 
military strategy; Dagisthaeus fails to execute 
his part in Gubazes’ strategy, ii..ff; 
Mihr-Mihroe avoids villages of Lazica in 
his march to lift the siege of Petra; many 
of the fortifications around Lazica built by 
the father of a certain John, who is at the 
siege of Petra; deception by the garrison 
commander and failure of Romans to 
hinder Mihr-Mihroe, results in Dagisthaeus’ 
abandonment of the siege; Mihr-Mihroe 
devises solution to repair section of Petra’s 

wall; Justinian despatches army under the 
command of Rhecithangus to Lazica; Mihr-
Mihroe dismisses bulk of army in order 
to provide sufficient provisions for Petra; 
remaining Persian force defeated by Gubazes 
and Dagisthaeus, ii..ff

Lebanon, Cutzes and Buzes command the 
soldiers there, i..; soldiers from that 
region travel to Antioch, ii..; Rhecithangus 
and �eoctistus hesitant to leave region in 
order to join Belisarius’ campaign; frequently 
request permission to return to the region 
they are obligated to protect, ii..; 
ii..

Libya, Justinian sends Belisarius there; Khusro 
jokingly demands a share in the spoils of the 
Libyan war, i..– 

Libyans, sufferings inflicted upon them by the 
Romans, ii..

Ligurians, priests despatched by Vitigis as 
envoys to Khusro, ii..

Lycaonians, part of Belisarius’ army, i..

M
Macedonians, founders of Seleucia and 

Ctesiphon, ii..
Maddeni (Ma‘add), Saracens, subjects of the 

Homerites, i..; assignment of a phylarch 
and participation in campaign against Persia, 
i..; Saracen tribe under the leadership of 
Qays (Caïsus), §

Magi, advise Peroz to deceive the Hephthalite 
king, i..–; devise a plan to entrap 
Arsaces, i..–, ; convince Kavadh that 
Amida will fall, i..; predict that Sura will 
fall to Khusro, ii..; declare to Khusro that 
Edessa will not be captured, ii..–; their 
duties at the fire temple ii..; dejection 
over failing to capture Edessa, ii..

Martyropolis (City of ), near the river 
Nymphius, i..; in the district of 
Sophanene, north of Amida; Persian siege 
lifted after Roman overtures of peace and 
news of Kavadh’s death, i..ff; near the fort 
of Phison, ii..

Massagetae (see also Huns); their commanders 
at the battle of Dara, i..–; their 
incursions prevented by the Persian army 
stationed at the Caspian Gates, i..; their 
plan to join the Persians foiled by a double-
agent, i..–

Melitene (City of ), capital of the Lesser 
Armenians, i..

Mesopotamia, location of Amida, i..; fate of 
the armies stationed there, with particular 
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reference to the battle at Dara, i..; 
Persians’ normal invasion route; digression 
on the country and explanation for the 
Persians’ decision not to invade Roman 
territory through it, i..ff; cities of region 
garrisoned by Belisarius before setting out 
to face the Persian threat in Commagene, 
i..–; region invaded by a Persian 
army under Khanaranges, Aspebedes, and 
Mihr-Mihroe, i..; Khusro demands 
that the Roman commander of the troops 
in Mesopotamia no longer be stationed at 
Dara, i..; Persians under Khusro once 
again avoid invading Roman territory via 
Mesopotamia, violating the ‘Endless Peace’ 
in the process, ii..–; on his return journey 
Khusro decides to plunder the region, 
ii..; John, the commander of the forces in 
Mesopotamia, captures Vitigis’ interpreter, 
ii..; Belisarius assembles an army in 
the region and decides to invade Persian 
territory, ii..–; John, the commander 
of the troops in Mesopotamia, ignores 
Belisarius’ decision to remain some distance 
from Nisibis, ii..; soldiers in Belisarius’ 
army unused to the extreme heat, ii..–
; location of Edessa, ii..; Khusro 
invades Mesopotamia, his fourth invasion of 
Roman territory, ii..

Michael (Sanctuary of the Archangel), in 
Daphne at a place called Tretus; burned on 
Khusro’s orders, ii..–, 

Minduos, place near Persian border that the 
Romans attempt to fortify, i..; Kavadh 
castigates Romans for attempting to fortify 
it, i..

Mokheresis (City of ), in Lazica, ii..
Monks, strict Christians; fail to guard tower at 

Amida, i..–
Moors, subdued by Belisarius, ii..; Justinian’s 

maltreatment of them, ii..; positioned 
near Belisarius’ tent, ii..

Mopsuestia (City of ), home of Tatian, the 
steward in charge of camp finances, ii..

N
Nile (river), its connection to the Nobatae; 

the island Philae, i..–; when the river 
reaches its peak, § 

Nisibis (City of ), distance from Dara, i..; 
distance from Tigris, i..; environs 
invaded by the Romans under Libelarius, 
i..; city’s position used as an orientation 
point by Procopius, i.., ; reinforcements 
arrive from the city to bolster the Persian 

army at Dara, i..; among the staging 
grounds for Persian invasions of Roman 
territory, i..; the Roman envoy Rufinus 
finds Khusro near the city, i..; Belisarius’ 
hesitation to encamp near Nisibis explained; 
refusal by some to adhere to his plan almost 
results in a massacre near the city, ii..ff; 
Belisarius dissuaded from attacking the city 
because of its impregnability and advances 
to the fortress of Sisauranon; fearful of 
marching further and thus leaving his 
rear exposed to attacks from the Persians, 
Belisarius captures Sisauranon; Khusro, on 
campaign in Lazica, informed of the military 
engagement near Nisibis, ii..–, ; 
commander of Nisibis involved in Khusro’s 
plot to seize Dara, ii..

Nobatae, their location and migration under 
Diocletian; their beliefs, i..ff 

Nymphius (river), near Martyropolis; distance 
from Amida, i..–; i..; location of 
Arzanene, ii..

O
Oasis (City of ), in Upper Egypt; surrounding 

villages plundered by the Nobatae, 
i..–

Obbane, by the Euphrates; its distance from 
Barbalissus, ii..

Oblivion (Prison of ), where Kavadh is 
imprisoned; explanation of its name, i..–; 
the unique case of Arsaces, i..ff

Octava, place’s distance from Satala, i..
Oenochalakon (Village of ), in Armenia, ii..
Orocasias, peak along Antioch’s circuit wall, 

ii..
Orontes (river), flows by Antioch’s lower circuit 

wall, ii..; Khusro’s army encamps next 
to it; drowning of two Antiochene women, 
ii.., 

Osrhoene, location of Edessa; heavily fortified 
region, i.., 

P
Palestine, eastward extent of its boundaries; 

proximity of Saracens; Abu Karib appointed 
phylarch of Saracens in region, i.., , ; 
Summus commander of soldiers stationed 
there, ii..; region where Jesus resides 
and performs miracles, ii..; Khusro’s 
intention to plunder region, especially 
Jerusalem, ii..; spread of the plague, 
ii..

Palestinians, report Jesus’ miracles to Abgar, 
king of Edessa, ii..
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Palm Grove, its inhabitants, location and 
infertility; nominally gifted to Justinian by 
Abu Karib who is subsequently appointed 
phylarch, i..–; Armenian envoys 
point out its acquisition to Khusro, ii..; 
inhabited by Saracens; near the Taurēnoi 
mountains, §

Palmyra (City of ), north of the land called 
Strata, ii..

Parthia, Arsaces’ connection to the kingdom of 
Parthia, ii..

Parthians, at one time Persians subject to them, 
ii..

Peloponnese, not plundered by the Huns, 
ii..

Pelusium (City of ), in Egypt; where the plague 
begins, ii..

Persarmenia, traversed by the Taurus 
mountains; �eodosiopolis established 
near its frontiers by Anastasius I, i.., 
–; invaded and plundered by Sittas and 
Belisarius, i..; Persian army of Mihr-
Mihroe encamps there; Roman response 
to Mihr-Mihroe’s action; Romans acquire 
the fortresses of Bolum and Pharangium; 
location of gold mine overseen by Symeon; 
Narses and Aratius desert to the Romans, 
i..–, –; Arsinus river flows into 
Euphrates, i..; Khusro plans to invade 
Roman territory through it; region’s 
commander sends bishop of Dvin to treat 
further with the Romans; instability of 
Khusro’s situation conveyed to Romans and 
Justinian orders an invasion of Persarmenian 
territory, ii..–; death of Adolius, 
ii..; Mihr-Mihroe’s army bivouacs there, 
ii..

Persarmenians, serve in the Persian army of 
Mihr-Mihroe, i..

Persia (Empire of ), passimPersians (Book 
I), Procopius’ history begins with the 
conflicts between the Romans and 
Persians, i..; Anatolius, the magister 
militum per Orientem, is despatched as 
ambassador to Bahram and the Persians, 
i..–; digression on their neighbours 
the Hephthalites; their abortive expedition 
against the Hephthalites, i..ff; second 
expedition against the Hephthalites ends 
in disaster; Persian account of Peroz’s 
pearl; Persians become tributaries of the 
Hephthalites, i..ff; deposition of Kavadh 
and his imprisonment in the prison of 
Oblivion; digression on the violation of the 
law of silence, i..ff; escape of Kavadh and 

the disagreement over his wife’s punishment; 
Kavadh marches against the Persians with 
the aid of the Hephthalites; Persian law 
of familial inheritance of office; Kavadh 
regains his throne and blinds the usurper 
Blases; varied methods of blinding among 
the Persians; uniqueness of the office of 
adrastadaran salanes, i..ff; wonderment 
concerning the ascetic Jacob; Persians besiege 
and capture Amida; Persian garrison under 
Glones left at city, i..ff; Romans arrive too 
late to confront Persians at Amida; Persians 
under Kavadh surprise forces of Hypatius 
and Patricius and defeat them, i..ff; 
surrender of Amida by Persians in exchange 
for payment; digression on the ambush 
of Glones and his Persian detachment; 
dire situation of Persian garrison revealed 
after ransom paid by Romans; truce made 
between Romans and Persians, i..ff; 
Caspian Gates and their effect upon the 
lands of the Persians and their subjects; 
Persian ire over the building of Dara and 
�eodosiopolis, i..ff; Persian laws of 
succession and Kavadh’s concern over the 
Persians’ preference for Zames; request 
to have Justin I adopt Khusro as his son 
believed by Proculus to be a pretext to 
deliver the Roman empire to the Persians; 
breakdown in talks between the Romans 
and Persians over this and other matters; 
trial of  Seoses; Persian vice of arrogance; 
 Seoses’  alleged transgressions of Persian 
customs, i..ff; location of the Iberians 
and Lazi relative to the Persians; attempted 
imposition of Persian customs upon the 
Iberians leads Iberian king Gurgenes to seek 
Roman aid; Gurgenes flees from Persian 
invasion force; Persians seize two fortresses 
on the Lazic border without resistance, 
i..–; Persians end construction of 
Roman fort at Minduos; Belisarius musters 
forces at Dara in preparation for a campaign 
against the Persians; Romans learn of Persian 
intention to capture Dara; Persian army 
arrives at Dara; Persians defeated in several 
challenges of single combat, i..ff; Persians 
defeated at battle of Dara; shaken by this 
defeat, Persians no longer want to fight 
openly against the Romans, i..ff; lose the 
fortresses of Bolum and Pharangium, along 
with the latter’s gold mine, to the Romans; 
inability to extract the loss of revenue from 
the area’s inhabitants, i..–; refuse to 
withdraw from Dara until the arrival of the 
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ambassador Rufinus; Persians accused of 
arbitrarily attacking the Romans; Kavadh’s 
response details grievances of the Persians 
and conditions for peace, i..ff; army 
commanded by Azarethes invades Roman 
territory by a novel route; peoples of Edessa 
and surrounding areas once allied to the 
Persians; Persian capture of Nisibis and other 
districts in Mesopotamia from the Romans; 
Persian ornamental apparel; al-Mundhir’s 
recommendation to invade Roman territory 
by a novel route; al-Mundhir’s loyalty to 
the Persians and the reason for his kingship 
over all the Persian Saracens, i..–, ff; 
Romans surprised by Azarethes’ invasion; 
Persians withdraw after hearing of Belisarius’ 
presence; shadowed by the Roman army; 
the battle by the Euphrates; Belisarius’ 
forces defeated by Azarethes, although 
the Persians sustain heavy losses; losses 
revealed by Persian custom of the arrows and 
baskets, i..ff; Justinian endeavors to align 
himself with the Ethiopians and Homerites 
against the Persians, i..; Persians prevent 
Ethiopians from buying silk, i..ff; 
Persians invade Mesopotamia and besiege 
Martyropolis; use of spies by Romans and 
Persians; Persians besieging Martyropolis 
deceived into believing the approach of 
an hostile Hunnic army; Kavadh draws 
up a will to ensure Khusro’s succession 
accepted by the Persians; his succession is 
secured by the vote of the Persian nobility; 
fearing a Hunnic attack and hearing of 
Khusro’s succession, the Persians accept the 
overtures of the Romans and lift the siege of 
Martyropolis, i..ff; Khusro informs the 
Roman envoys of the conditions necessary 
for peace with the Persians; peace talks fail 
following Justinian’s refusal to surrender 
Lazic fortresses to the Persians; peace talks 
resume and the ‘Endless Peace’ between the 
Romans and Persians established, i..ff; 
plot by certain Persians to dethrone Khusro 
thwarted; many Persian nobles, put to death; 
Mebodes and the Persian punishment of the 
tripod, i..ff; Belisarius despatched to the 
East once more to fight the Persians, i..; 
learning of Belisarius’ victories in Libya, 
Khusro and the Persians regret making peace 
with the Romans; Khusro jokingly claims 
that the peace arrangement with the Persians 
facilitated Justinian’s victories in Libya; peace 
treaty with the Persians mitigates harm done 
to Dara by John’s tyranny, i..– 

Persians (Book II), al-Mundhir claims his 
dispute with al-Harith does not violate the 
treaty between the Persians and Romans; 
Justinian advised not to provide the Persians 
with a pretext for war over the Saracens’ 
dispute; Persians accuse the emperor of 
breaking the treaty, ii..ff; Vitigis’ envoys 
urge Khusro to recognize the dangers facing 
the Persians if they do not take action to stop 
Rome’s expanding power, ii..–; Acacius 
accuses Amazaspes of plotting to surrender 
�eodosiopolis and other fortresses to the 
Persians; unrest in Armenia occurs during the 
peace between the Persians and Romans; 
Armenian envoys seek Khusro’s aid, appealing 
to their shared history and warning him of 
the dangers posed by Justinian; Khusro seeks 
advice of the Persian nobles; Persians resume 
hostilities with the Romans, ii..–, ff; 
Persians break the peace not long after the 
Huns ravage Greece; Procopius states that he 
will tell how the Persians invaded Roman 
territory, ii..–; Procopius discloses the 
invasion route of the Persians; reference to the 
recovery of the Roman East by Odenathus 
from the Persians; Khusro and the Persians 
capture Sura through treachery, ii..ff; Buzes 
outlines his strategy to defend Hierapolis 
from the Persians; hearing of the Persian 
advance, Justinian sends his cousin Germanus 
eastward; sent by the Antiochenes to 
negotiate with Khusro, Megas, the bishop of 
Beroea, finds the Persians near Hierapolis; 
inhabitants of Hierapolis pays a ransom to 
the Persian army, ii..ff; while Megas returns 
to Antioch to relay Khusro’s demands, the 
Persians march to Beroea; they destroy the 
city and lay siege to the acropolis after failing 
to receive the demanded ransom; Ephraem, 
the bishop of Antioch, flees to Cilicia, fearing 
the Persian advance; Khusro places the blame 
for the Persians killed at Beroea upon Megas 
and his fellow citizens, ii..–; Persians 
march against Antioch and besiege the city 
after talks fail; narration of the siege and the 
city’s fall, ii..ff; Khusro blames Antiochenes 
for the destruction and death brought upon 
their city; at Khurso’s orders, the Persians 
enslave the survivors, seize the city’s wealth, 
and set Antioch ablaze, ii..–; Persians 
spare some structures in Antioch from 
destruction; envoys to Khusro claim his 
actions will bring no advantage to the 
Persians; in exchange for peace, Khusro 
demands a yearly sum as compensation for 
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guarding the Caspian Gate and for turning a 
blind eye to the building of Dara; Khusro 
dismisses the envoy’s accusations that the 
Persians desire to make Rome a tributary state 
ii..ff; noble Persian killed by Antiochene 
at Tretus; Persians march to Apamea where 
they meet no resistance, ii..–; digression 
on the time when Edessa was under the 
power of the Persians, ii..–; Persians 
besiege Dara but fail to capture it; Khusro 
and the Persian army return home after 
extracting a ransom from Dara, ii..ff; 
Persians forbidden from leading away captives 
who escaped to Khusro’s Antioch and claimed 
by a relative there; Justinian despatches 
Belisarius against the Persians, ii..– ; 
disaffected with the Romans, the Lazi send 
envoys to the Persians to offer their allegiance 
and invite them to enter their territory; 
securing Khusro’s aid, the Lazi promise to 
guide the Persians through Lazic territory; 
Khusro shares his plans with certain trusted 
Persians, ii..ff; Belisarius’ forces fear the 
very name of the Persians, ii..; having 
marched into Lazica, Khusro receives the 
surrender of Gubazes and his kingdom; 
Persian force advances upon Petra but driven 
back by its garrison; Khusro and his army lay 
siege to Petra; garrison surrenders to the 
Persians, ii..ff; high standing of the general 
Nabedes among the Persians; Belisarius fears 
engagement near Nisibis will favour the 
Persian forces; John and Peter ignore 
Belisarius and are routed by Nabedes and his 
Persians; Romans saved from annihilation 
with the arrival of Belisarius’ forces; Peter’s 
captured standard mockingly displayed from 
Nisibis, ii..ff; Persians at Sisauranon 
besieged by Belisarius; they surrender and are 
sent to Italy to campaign against the Goths, 
ii..–; Persians invade Roman territory a 
third time; fail to capture Sergiopolis by 
treachery; siege of the city unsuccessful; 
hearing of the Persian invasion, Justinian 
despatches Belisarius to the East ii..ff; 
Persians refer to the Roman emperor as 
‘Caesar’; Khusro warned that defeat in battle 
would not only bring shame upon the 
Persians but also result in the destruction of 
his army; Khusro decides to retreat with his 
forces across the Euphrates and return to 
Persia; outnumbered by the Persians and 
aware of his troops’ fear, Belisarius does not 
impede the Persians’ crossing of the 
Euphrates; digression on Persian ability to 
cross rivers with ease; in a message to 

Belisarius, Khusro claims that he has done a 
favour for the Romans by withdrawing the 
Persian army, ii..–; on the fire temple at 
Adarbiganon which the Persians honour first 
among the gods; plague attacks the Persians 
while Khusro awaits the arrival of the Roman 
envoys at Adarbiganon; brother of the bishop 
of Dvin informs Valerian that Khusro and the 
Persian army have been affected by the 
plague, ii..–; district of Dvin imports 
commodities from the Persians; hearing of 
the Roman invasion of Persarmenia, Nabedes 
and his army entrench themselves near 
Anglon; Persians emerge victorious at the 
battle of Anglon, ii..ff; Persians come to 
the aid of the Huns tasked by Khusro with 
seizing sheep by the wall of Edessa; envoys 
sent to the Persian camp dismissed by 
Zabergan after offering too small a ransom; 
told to return after deliberating amongst 
themselves; Khusro threatens envoys that they 
will suffer much more than previous cities if 
they do not surrender all their wealth; 
Persians proceed with the siege of Edessa 
following the breakdown of talks; envoys 
from Edessa unable to resume talks given the 
progress made by the Persians in the siege; 
Roman general Martin misled by Persian 
officers in his attempt to reach a peace 
agreement, ii..ff; Romans work to 
undermine the siege mound being built by 
the Persians; waiting for the mound’s 
completion, Persian officers stall for time by 
discussing peace proposals with Martin; 
failure to prevent the Romans from 
destroying the siege mound; Persians 
continue to prosecute the siege; following a 
defeat in battle, they demand a resumption of 
peace talks; suspicious of the Romans’ reply 
to the Persians, Khusro resumes the siege; 
following another defeat, Martin and the 
Persian commanders reach a settlement; 
Khusro and the Persians return home, 
ii..ff; Persians once under the rule of the 
Macedonians; Khusro and Justinian agree to a 
five-year truce; Persians and Romans do not 
participate in the conflict between al-Harith 
and al-Mundhir; conflict convinces the 
Romans that al-Harith has not been betraying 
their interests to the Persians; enlisting the aid 
of two infamous Persians, Khusro plans to 
capture Dara and re-settle Lazica with 
Persians to strength the strategic position of 
his kingdom; decision to replace the Lazi 
populace with Persian settlers a result of 
religious differences and the former’s trade 
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ties with Rome; Persians fail to capture Dara 
because their plot was betrayed to the 
Romans by a deserter, ii..–; faced with 
a Lazic revolt, Persians stationed at Petra 
ordered to prepare for a siege; knowing that 
he cannot defeat the Persians alone, Gubazes 
asks Justinian for aid; Persians at Petra 
besieged by a force of Romans and Lazi; when 
the Persians had been guided through Lazica, 
the guides ensured that they did not show the 
Persians the Lazi’s homes; with the approach 
of a Persian army under Mihr-Mihroe, the 
Romans and Lazi decide to impede 
Mihr-Mihroe and continue the siege; having 
formed an alliance with Gubazes, the Alans 
and Sabirs agree to prevent the Persians from 
traveling through Iberia; Persian garrison 
continues to withstand the siege; ii..–; 
Mihr-Mihroe eager to save the Persians 
stationed at Petra; Persian garrison continues 
to resist the Romans; Mihr-Mihroe defeats 
the Romans guarding the pass to Petra; 
Romans abandon the siege at Petra; Persian 
garrison routed by the Tzani after entering the 
abandoned Roman camp and flee back to 
Petra; having arrived at Petra, Mihr-Mihroe 
resupplies and reinforces the garrison before 
departing; some of Mihr-Mihroe’s Persians 
ambushed by a force of Romans and Lazi; 
Persians unable to harm Lazic territory 
because they cannot cross the Phasis river; 
Mihr-Mihroe sends his remaining supplies to 
the garrison at Petra and returns to 
Persarmenia with most of his army; Romans 
and Lazi surprise and destroy Persian force 
left behind to transport the supplies; supplies 
burned and Persians prevented from 
transporting further supplies to Petra; fourth 
year of the truce between the Persians and 
Romans comes to a close ii..–

Petra (City of ), in Lazica by the Euxine 
Sea; strengthened under Justinian; John 
Tzibus monopolises trade in the region, 
using the city as his base of operation, 
ii..–; ii..; Khusro lays siege to 
the city and eventually captures it despite 
its strong fortifications ii..ff; Khusro 
leaves behind a garrison and returns to 
Persia, ii..–; wood destined for 
shipbuilding presented as construction 
material for Petra; Vahriz foiled in his 
attempt to lure Gubazes to Petra and kill 
him; Vahriz returns home, instructing 
the city’s garrison to remain vigilant and 
prepared for enemy attacks; forces of 
Dagisthaeus and Gubazes lay siege to the 

city; they devise a plan to maintain the 
siege and impede Persian reinforcements, 
ii..ff; Mihr-Mihroe marches to save 
Petra while garrison commander deceives 
the besieging Romans; Mihr-Mihroe’s 
approach causes Dagisthaeus to abandon 
siege of Petra; Gubazes, learning of 
Dagisthaeus’ retreat from Petra, remains 
unperturbed, as his territory remains 
protected; Mihr-Mihroe ensures Petra is 
well-provisioned and withdraws with the 
bulk of his army by another route; Gubazes 
and Dagisthaeus defeat force left behind 
by Mihr-Mihroe, burn any supplies bound 
for Petra, and cut off the city from further 
supplies, ii..– 

Petra (City of ), ancient capital of the king of 
the Arabs, i..

Pharangium (Fortress of ) in Persarmenia; 
acquired by the Romans through a local 
named Symeon, i.., ; Khusro demands 
and subsequently acquires the fortress 
as part of the ‘Endless Peace’ agreement, 
i.., ; the murder of Symeon and other 
family members results in the flight of the 
Armenians to the fortress, ii.., ; close to 
the source of the Boas river, ii..

Phasis (river), its source, i..–; becomes the 
Phasis river at the boundaries of the Caucasus 
and Iberia; its course through Lazica; the 
Lazi protect their homes from the prying 
eyes of Khusro’s army by not crossing the 
river; Dagisthaeus instructed by Gubazes to 
send soldiers to guard pass on the far side of 
the river, ii..–; Mihr-Mihroe keeps 
river on his right as he marches to Petra; 
Dagisthaeus abandons the siege of Petra 
and flees to the Phasis; Persians unable to 
cross the river by foot because of its size and 
strong current; Persians and Lazi encamp on 
opposite sides of the river; Lazi ford river and 
link up with Roman reinforcements, ii.., 
, –

Philae, island near the city of Elephantine; 
its temples are erected by Diocletian and 
subsequently demolished by Justinian; its 
name inspired by its shared worship space, 
i..– 

Phison (Fort of ), near the borders of 
Martyropolis, ii..

Phoenice, Roman commanders fear leaving 
districted unprotected, ii..; ii..

Pityus (Fortress of ), in Lazica, ii..
Placillianae, palace in Byzantium, i..
Pontic Romans, inhabit land adjacent to the 

Lazic borderlands, ii..
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Pontus, visited by Orestes, i..
Potidaea (City of ), ancients’ name for the city 

of Cassandreia, ii..

R
Red Sea, digression on its location, the Arabian 

Gulf, and shipbuilding, i..ff; Armenian 
envoys claim it is under Roman control, 
ii..

Rhizaeum, south of Lazic Petra, ii..; Tzani 
return home via Rhizaeum, ii..

Rhodopolis (City of ), in Lazica, ii..
Romans, passimRome (City of ), the toparch 

of Edessa, Abgar, travels to the city in the 
time of Augustus to secure an alliance, 
ii..– 

Rome (Empire of ), passimRufinianae, suburb 
of Byzantium; location of the plot to entrap 
John the Cappadocian, i..–

S
Sabirs (See also Huns), accompany the army of 

Mihr-Mihroe, i..; capture a Roman spy, 
i..; dwell near the Caucasus mountains, 
ii..; form alliance with Gubazes in 
exchange for money; receive promised 
money from Justinian, ii..; ii..

Samosata (City of ), by the Euphrates; located 
in what was formerly called Commagene, 
i..– 

Saracens, large contingent under al-Mundhir 
accompanies Persian army led by Azarethes; 
al-Mundhir, king of the Persian Saracens, 
offers to guide Persian army through 
unfortified Roman territory; the tribes allied 
to Rome unable to match the strength of 
al-Mundhir’s forces; Justinian attempts 
to rectify this imbalance by appointing 
al-Harith, the ruler of the Saracens in 
Arabia, king over as many tribes as he can, 
i.., –; army under al-Harith joins 
the Roman commanders Longinus and 
Stephanacius; Belisarius and his Persian 
counterpart arrange their forces, including 
their respective Saracens, before battle; al-
Harith’s Saracens are routed by the best of 
the Persian army, i.., –; occupy the 
coastline beyond the frontier of Palestine; 
Saracens residing in the Palm Grove and 
beyond, i..–; not explicitly mentioned 
in the peace treaty between the Romans and 
Persians; dispute over the ownership of the 
land called Strata; Saracens under the rule of 
Odenathus, ii..–; some receive an annual 
payment from the Romans, ii..; large 
army of Saracens join Belisarius’ forces in 

Mesopotamia; the summer solstice truce, 
ii.., ; Belisarius sends them to plunder 
the districts of Assyria, while he lays siege to 
Sisauranon; end of the sacred truce; failure 
to hear from the Saracens Belisarius had 
despatched to plunder Assyria, ii..–, 
–; tasked by Khusro with capturing any 
Edessene fugitives, ii..; war between the 
Saracens of al-Harith and al-Mundhir; the 
former’s forces inflicts a decisive defeat on 
the latter’s, ii..–; Nonnosus’ History 
recounts an embassy to the Saracens, §; 
their phylarch Qays (Caïsus); their phylarch 
al-Mundhir (Alamundarus), §; the Kindites 
(Khindeni) and Ma‘add (Maadēni) tribes, 
§; Saracens residing in the the Palm Grove 
(Phoinikōn) and the Taurēnoi mountains; 
in spring and after the summer solstice, they 
participate in sacred festivals during which a 
truce is imposed, §§–

Sarapanis (Town of ), on the Lazic–Iberian 
border, ii..

Sarus (river), in Cappadocia; its resemblance to 
the Euphrates, i..

Satala (Town of ), in Roman-controlled 
Armenia; location of battle between Mihr-
Mihroe and Sittas, i..–

Scanda (Town of ), on the Lazic–Iberian border, 
ii..

Sebastopolis (City of ), in Lazica, ii.. 
Seleucia (City of ), by the Tigris, opposite 

Ctesiphon, ii..– 
Seleucia (City of ), on the Mediterranean coast; 

its distance from Antioch and Khusro’s brief 
visit there, ii..

Sergiopolis (City of ), city subject to Rome; its 
distance from Sura; Khusro sends word to 
Candidus, its bishop, demanding a ransom 
for the captives taken at Sura, ii..ff; 
Khusro seizes the treasures of the city’s 
church after the bishop fails to produce the 
promised ransom; dissatisfied with the spoils, 
Khusro attempts to capture the city but is 
foiled by a Christian Saracen among his own 
forces, ii..–

Sestus (City of ), on the European side of the 
Hellespont, opposite Abydus, ii..

Siphrios, distance from Amida, i..
Sisauranon (Fortress of ), Belisarius’ siege and 

eventual capture, ii..ff, ii.. 
Soinae (Gate of ), part of Edessa’s wall, ii..
Sophanene, district where Martyropolis is 

located, i..
Sophia (Church of ), burns down during 

the Nika insurrection, i..; its treasures 
guarded by the priest Augustus, ii..
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Spiral staircase, part of the palace complex in 
Byzantium, i..

St Julian (Sanctuary of ), near the walls of 
Antioch, ii..

Strata, area of land south of Palmyra; its 
possession a matter of dispute between al-
Harith and al-Mundhir, ii..– 

Sunitae, neighbours of the Alans; part of Mihr-
Mihroe’s army, i..

Sura (City of ), where Belisarius’ army, 
shadowing al-Mundhir and Azarethes, 
spends the night, i..; Khusro’s siege 
and deceitful capture of the city, ii..ff; its 
fate influences Buzes’ strategy of defence 
for Hierapolis, ii..; story of captive noble 
woman from Sura, ii..; Candidus attempts 
to assuage Khusro’s anger over his failure to 
pay the city’s ransom, ii..Sycae, its towers 
filled with people killed by the plague, ii..

Symeon (Church of the Holy), at Amida; 
burnt down by Glones’ son, i..

Syria, its vulnerability to enemy attack, i..; 
Khusro’s desire to attack the region, thereby 
violating the ‘Endless Peace’, ii..; Khusro 
threatens to ravage Syria, despite Megas’ 
pleas, ii..; the Roman commanders of the 
troops in Lebanon fear leaving the district 
of Syria exposed to attacks by al-Mundhir, 
ii..; ii..–; destruction of the 
region by Khusro preserves it from further 
plundering, ii.. 

Syrians, story of the ascetic Jacob, i..; those 
known formerly as White Syrians, i..

Syrians (White), now known as Lesser 
Armenians, i..

T
Taraunon, area invaded by Justus and Peranius, 

ii..
Taurēnoi, mountain range near the Palm Grove, 

§
Taurians, located within Kelesene; story of 

Orestes and the temples of Artemis, i..–
Taurus (mountains), brief description of their 

extent and size, i..–; i..; story of 
Orestes, i..; course of the Euphrates, 
i..

�eodosiopolis (City of ), in Roman-controlled 
Armenia; army of Mihr-Mihroe bivouacs 
nearby, i..; fortress of Bolum near border, 
i..; source of the Euphrates and Tigris, 
i..; Amazaspes accused of wanting 
to hand over city to the Persians, ii..; 
encampment of Valerian’s forces nearby; 

distance from the Citharizon, where Martin’s 
forces pitch camp, ii..–; distance from 
Dvin, ii..

�eodosiopolis (City of ), by the Khabur river, 
ii..

�ermopylae, fortifications assaulted and 
circumvented by the Huns, ii..

�essaly, area plundered by the Huns, ii..
�ilasamon (Village of ), near Amida, i..
�race, departure of �eoderic to Italy, i..; 

home of Libelarius as well as the brothers 
Cutzes and Buzes, i..; i..; Vitigis’ 
envoys recruit multilingual interpreter, ii..; 
soldiers at the siege of Nisibis suffer from the 
heat, ii..; home of Rhecithangus, ii.. 

Tigris (river), distance from Nisibis, i..; 
description of its course, i..–, –; 
Roman envoys discuss peace with Khusro, 
the new Persian king, i..; al-Harith’s 
incursion into Assyria, ii..ff; divides the 
cities of Seleucia and Ctesiphon, ii..

Trapezus, near the Roman borderlands with 
Lazica, ii..; Tzani travel through its 
territory, ii..

Tretus, location of the sanctuary of the 
archangel Michael, ii..

Tripyrgia, location of the Edessene gate called 
Soinae, ii..

Tzani, their subjugation by the Romans, 
i..ff; envoys’ accusation of enslavement 
by the Romans, ii..; soldiers sent to assist 
the Lazi; participate in the siege of Lazic 
Petra, ii.., ; their subsequent actions 
after the Romans abandon the siege of Petra, 
ii..–

Tzanica, source of the Boas river near its fronter, 
ii..

V
Vandals, Belisarius sent against them, i..; 

Khusro jokingly demands a share in the 
spoils of war against them, i..; their 
destruction by Justinian, ii..; Justinian’s 
unjust treatment of them, ii..; soldiers 
placed near Belisarius’ tent, ii..

Venetus, see Blues

Z
Zekhi, their location, ii. .
Zenobia (City of ), brief digression on it and its 

founder; Khusro’s invasion force comes upon 
it, ii..– 

Zeuxippus (Baths of ), in Byzantium; burns 
down during the Nika insurrection, i.. 
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