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CULTURE IN THE DOMAINS OF LAW

What does it mean for courts and other legal institutions to be culturally
sensitive? What are the institutional implications and consequences of
such an aspiration? To what extent is legal discourse capable of accommodating multiple cultural narratives without losing its claim to normative speciﬁcity? And how are we to understand meetings of law and
culture in the context of formal and informal legal processes, when
demands are made to accommodate cultural difference? The encounter
of law and culture is a polycentric relation, but these questions draw our
attention to law and legal institutions as one site of encounter warranting
further investigation, to map out the place of culture in the domains of
law by relying on the insights of law, anthropology, politics, and philosophy. Culture in the Domains of Law seeks to examine and answer these
questions resulting in a richer outlook on both law and culture.
rené provost is Professor of Law at McGill University, Canada, where
he was the founding director of the McGill Centre for Human Rights and
Legal Pluralism. He has researched and published widely on international
law and legal pluralism. In 2015, he was named a fellow of the Trudeau
Foundation for his contribution to the advancement of knowledge in the
humanities and social sciences.
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CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN LAW AND SOCIETY
Cambridge Studies in Law and Society aims to publish the best scholarly
work on legal discourse and practice in its social and institutional contexts, combining theoretical insights and empirical research.
The ﬁelds that it covers are: studies of law in action; the sociology of
law; the anthropology of law; cultural studies of law, including the role of
legal discourses in social formations; law and economics; law and politics;
and studies of governance. The books consider all forms of legal discourse
across societies, rather than being limited to lawyers’ discourses alone.
The series editors come from a range of disciplines: academic law;
socio-legal studies; sociology; and anthropology. All have been actively
involved in teaching and writing about law in context.
Series Editors
Chris Arup Monash University, Victoria
Sally Engle Merry New York University
Susan Silbey Massachusetts Institute of Technology
A list of books in the series can be found at the back of this book.
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To Patrick Glenn and Rod Macdonald,
without whom
we wouldn’t have written this
quite
the same way
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rené provost, LLB (Université de Montréal), LLM (UC Berkeley),
DPhil (Oxford) is Professor of Law at McGill University, where he served
as Associate Dean (Academic) from 2001 to 2003. He was the founding
director of the McGill Centre for Human Rights and Legal Pluralism
from 2005 to 2010. He has written extensively on international human
rights and humanitarian law, including International Human Rights and
Humanitarian Law (2002), State Responsibility in International Law
(2002), International Law Chieﬂy as Applied and Interpreted in Canada,
7th edn. (2006), Confronting Genocide (2011), Dialogues on Human
Rights and Legal Pluralism (2013), and Mapping the Legal Boundaries
of Belonging: Law Between Religious Revival and Post-Multiculturalism
(2014). He was the principal investigator for an interdisciplinary team,
the Centaur Jurisprudence Project, funded by the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada examining the construction of
culture by legal institutions in a variety of settings. In 2015, he was
awarded a fellowship by the Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation for his
contribution to the advancement of knowledge in the social sciences and
humanities.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-61513-3 — Culture in the Domains of Law
Edited by René Provost
Frontmatter
More Information

xiv

list of contributors

eric h. reiter is Associate Professor in the Department of History,
Concordia University, Montreal, and a member of the Barreau du
Québec. He has published recently on judicial mediation in Quebec,
the uses of history in Aboriginal rights litigation, and the history of
nuisance law in Quebec, among other topics.
justin b. richland is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the
University of Chicago and Research Professor at the American Bar
Foundation. His research explores the intersections of culture, language
and law in contemporary Native American and US settler colonial
governance. He is the author of two books, Arguing with Tradition,
The Language of Law in Hopi Tribal Court (2008) and (with Sarah
Deer) Introduction to Tribal Legal Studies, 3rd Edition (2015) as well as
articles in various scholarly journals including American Ethnologist,
Annual Review of Anthropology, Discourse & Society, Law and Social
Inquiry, and Law & Society Review. In addition to his research, he also
serves as Associate Justice of the Hopi Appellate Court, the highest court
of the Hopi Nation. In 2016, he was named a John Simon Guggenheim
Fellow.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

