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Hesiod was regarded by the Greeks as a foundational figure of their
culture, alongside Homer. This book examines the rich and varied
engagement of fifth-century lyric and drama with the poetic corpus
attributed to Hesiod as well as with the poetic figure of Hesiod. The
first half of the book is dedicated to Hesiodic reception in Pindaric
and Bacchylidean poetry, with a particular focus on poetics, geneal-
ogies and mythological narratives, and didactic voices. The second
half examines how Hesiodic narratives are approached and appropri-
ated in tragedy and satyr drama, especially in the Prometheus plays
and in Euripides’ Ion. It also explores the multifaceted engagement of
Old Comedy with the poetry and authority associated with Hesiod.
Through close readings of numerous case studies, the book surveys
the complex landscape of Hesiodic reception in the fifth century
BCE, focusing primarily on lyric and dramatic responses to the
Hesiodic tradition.

ZOE STAMATOPOULOU is an Associate Professor of Classics at Wash-
ington University in St. Louis. Her research focuses on Archaic and
Classical Greek poetry as well as on Greek literature of the Imperial
era, with an emphasis on the Hesiodic tradition and its reception in
antiquity. She has authored several articles on Homer, Hesiod,
Pindar, Euripides, and Plutarch.
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The names of ancient Greek authors and works have been abbreviated
according to the conventions familiar from the LSJ; for ancient authors
and works outside the scope of the LSJ, I follow the conventions of the
Oxford Classical Dictionary and the Duke papyrological Checklist. A few
exceptions have been listed below. All translations of ancient passages in
this book are mine, although I have consulted the Loeb and the Aris and
Phillips series. Every Hesiodic fragment included in Hirschberger’s edition
is assigned two numbers: the one before the slash (/) corresponds to the
fragment’s number in Hirschberger’s edition and the one after the slash to
the edition by Merkelbach and West. If there is some significant discrep-
ancy between the two editions, or if a fragment is included only in one of
the two editions, I print the number(s) accompanied by the abbreviations
‘H’ or ‘MW’ accordingly. For the Pindaric scholia, I use the numbering in
Drachmann’s edition.
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Göttingen
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