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PART I
Treaties and Associated Documents Adopted 

under the Auspices of or Relating to the League 

of Nations and United Nations

www.cambridge.org/9781316614792
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-61479-2 — International Human Rights Law Documents
Urfan Khaliq
Excerpt
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

4

Note: the Convention was signed at Geneva on 25 September 1926, entering into force on  

9 March 1927. �e Convention was amended by a Protocol signed in New York on  

7 December 1953; the amended Convention entered into force on 7 July 1955. �e text below 

is of the 1926 Convention as amended by the 1953 Protocol.

Whereas the signatories of the General Act of the Brussels Conference of 1889–90 

declared that they were equally animated by the �rm intention of putting an end to the 

tra�c in African slaves,

Whereas the signatories of the Convention of Saint-Germain-en-Laye of 1919, to 

revise the General Act of Berlin of 1885 and the General Act and Declaration of Brussels 

of 1890, a�rmed their intention of securing the complete suppression of slavery in all its 

forms and of the slave trade by land and sea,

Taking into consideration the report of the Temporary Slavery Commission appointed 

by the Council of the League of Nations on June 12th, 1924,

Desiring to complete and extend the work accomplished under the Brussels  

Act and to �nd a means of giving practical e�ect throughout the world to such  

intentions as were expressed in regard to slave trade and slavery by the signatories  

of the Convention of Saint-Germain-en-Laye, and recognising that it is necessary 

to conclude to that end more detailed arrangements than are contained in that 

Convention,

Considering, moreover, that it is necessary to prevent forced labour from developing 

into conditions analogous to slavery,

Have decided to conclude a Convention and have … agreed as follows:

Article 1

For the purpose of the present Convention, the following de�nitions are agreed upon:

(1) Slavery is the status or condition of a person over whom any or all of the powers 

attaching to the right of ownership are exercised.

(2) �e slave trade includes all acts involved in the capture, acquisition or disposal of a person 

with intent to reduce him to slavery; all acts involved in the acquisition of a slave with 

a view to selling or exchanging him; all acts of disposal by sale or exchange of a slave 

acquired with a view to being sold or exchanged, and, in general, every act of trade or 

transport in slaves.

Slavery Convention, 1926

1

www.cambridge.org/9781316614792
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-61479-2 — International Human Rights Law Documents
Urfan Khaliq
Excerpt
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

5Slavery Convention, 1926

Article 2

�e High Contracting Parties undertake, each in respect of the territories placed under 

its sovereignty, jurisdiction, protection, suzerainty or tutelage, so far as they have not 

already taken the necessary steps:

(a) To prevent and suppress the slave trade;

(b) To bring about, progressively and as soon as possible, the complete abolition of 

slavery in all its forms.

Article 3

�e High Contracting Parties undertake to adopt all appropriate measures with a view to 

preventing and suppressing the embarkation, disembarkation and transport of slaves in 

their territorial waters and upon all vessels �ying their respective �ags.

�e High Contracting Parties undertake to negotiate as soon as possible a general 

Convention with regard to the slave trade which will give them rights and impose upon 

them duties of the same nature as those provided for in the Convention of June 17th, 

1925, relative to the International Trade in Arms (Articles 12, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and par-

agraphs 3, 4 and 5 of Section II of Annex II), with the necessary adaptations, it being 

understood that this general Convention will not place the ships (even of small ton-

nage) of any High Contracting Parties in a position di�erent from that of the other High 

Contracting Parties.

It is also understood that, before or a�er the coming into force of this general 

Convention, the High Contracting Parties are entirely free to conclude between them-

selves, without, however, derogating from the principles laid down in the preceding par-

agraph, such special agreements as, by reason of their peculiar situation, might appear to 

be suitable in order to bring about as soon as possible the complete disappearance of the 

slave trade.

Article 4

�e High Contracting Parties shall give to one another every assistance with the object of 

securing the abolition of slavery and the slave trade.

Article 5

�e High Contracting Parties recognise that recourse to compulsory or forced labour 

may have grave consequences and undertake, each in respect of the territories placed 

under its sovereignty, jurisdiction, protection, suzerainty or tutelage, to take all neces-

sary measures to prevent compulsory or forced labour from developing into conditions 

analogous to slavery.

It is agreed that:

(1) Subject to the transitional provisions laid down in paragraph (2) below, compulsory 

or forced labour may only be exacted for public purposes.

(2) In territories in which compulsory or forced labour for other than public purposes 

still survives, the High Contracting Parties shall endeavour progressively and as soon 

as possible to put an end to the practice. So long as such forced or compulsory labour 
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6 League of Nations and UN Treaties and Documents

exists, this labour shall invariably be of an exceptional character, shall always receive 

adequate remuneration, and shall not involve the removal of the labourers from their 

usual place of residence.

(3) In all cases, the responsibility for any recourse to compulsory or forced labour shall 

rest with the competent central authorities of the territory concerned.

Article 6

�ose of the High Contracting Parties whose laws do not at present make adequate pro-

vision for the punishment of infractions of laws and regulations enacted with a view to 

giving e�ect to the purposes of the present Convention undertake to adopt the necessary 

measures in order that severe penalties may be imposed in respect of such infractions.

Article 7

�e High Contracting Parties undertake to communicate to each other and to the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations any laws and regulations which they may enact 

with a view to the application of the provisions of the present Convention.

Article 8

�e High Contracting Parties agree that disputes arising between them relating to the 

interpretation or application of this Convention shall, if they cannot be settled by direct 

negotiation, be referred for decision to the International Court of Justice. In case either 

or both of the States Parties to such a dispute should not be Parties to the Statute of the 

International Court of Justice, the dispute shall be referred, at the choice of the Parties and 

in accordance with the constitutional procedure of each State, either to the International 

Court of Justice or to a court of arbitration constituted in accordance with the Convention 

of October 18th, 1907, for the Paci�c Settlement of International Disputes, or to some 

other court of arbitration.

Article 9

At the time of signature or of rati�cation or of accession, any High Contracting Party may 

declare that its acceptance of the present Convention does not bind some or all of the 

territories placed under its sovereignty, jurisdiction, protection, suzerainty or tutelage in 

respect of all or any provisions of the Convention; it may subsequently accede separately 

on behalf of any one of them or in respect of any provision to which any one of them is 

not a Party.

Article 10

In the event of a High Contracting Party wishing to denounce the present Convention, 

the denunciation shall be noti�ed in writing to the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations, who will at once communicate a certi�ed true copy of the noti�cation to all the 

other High Contracting Parties, informing them of the date on which it was received.

�e denunciation shall only have e�ect in regard to the notifying State, and one year 

a�er the noti�cation has reached the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Denunciation may also be made separately in respect of any territory placed under its 

sovereignty, jurisdiction, protection, suzerainty or tutelage.
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7Slavery Convention, 1926

Article 11

�e present Convention shall be open to accession by all States, including States which 

are not Members of the United Nations, to which the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations shall have communicated a certi�ed copy of the Convention.

Accession shall be e�ected by the deposit of a formal instrument with the Secretary-

General of the United Nations, who shall give notice thereof to all States Parties to the 

Convention and to all other States contemplated in the present article, informing them of 

the date on which each such instrument of accession was received in deposit.

Article 12

�e present Convention will be rati�ed and the instruments of rati�cation shall be depos-

ited in the o�ce of the Secretary-General of the United Nations. �e Secretary-General 

will inform all the High Contracting Parties of such deposit.

�e Convention will come into operation for each State on the date of the deposit of 

its rati�cation or of its accession.

In faith whereof the Plenipotentiaries signed the present Convention.

Done at Geneva the twenty-��h day of September, one thousand nine hundred and 

twenty-six, in one copy … A certi�ed copy shall be forwarded to each signatory State.
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Note: the Charter of the United Nations as signed at San Francisco on 26 June 1945 came 

into force on 24 October 1945. Various provisions have been amended since then. �e Statute 

of the International Court of Justice is an integral part of the Charter. Relevant excerpts from 

both are reproduced below.

PREAMBLE TO THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS

WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS, DETERMINED

to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has 

brought untold sorrow to mankind, and

to rea�rm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the  

human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and  

small, and

to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising from 

treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained, and

to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,

AND FOR THESE ENDS

to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbours, and

to unite our strength to maintain international peace and security, and

to ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that armed force 

shall not be used, save in the common interest, and

to employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social 

advancement of all peoples,

HAVE RESOLVED TO COMBINE OUR EFFORTS TO ACCOMPLISH THESE AIMS

Accordingly, our respective Governments, through representatives assembled in the city 

of San Francisco, who have exhibited their full powers found to be in good and due form, 

have agreed to the present Charter of the United Nations and do hereby establish an 

international organization to be known as the United Nations.

Charter of the United Nations, 1945  

(excerpts only)
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9Charter of the United Nations 

Chapter I

Article 1

�e Purposes of the United Nations are:

1. To maintain international peace and security, and to that end: to take e�ective col-

lective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the peace, and for the 

suppression of acts of aggression or other breaches of the peace, and to bring about by 

peaceful means, and in conformity with the principles of justice and international law, 

adjustment or settlement of international disputes or situations which might lead to a 

breach of the peace;

2. To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal 

rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take other appropriate measures to 

strengthen universal peace;

3. To achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of an eco-

nomic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting and encouraging 

respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as 

to race, sex, language, or religion; and

4. To be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in the attainment of these com-

mon ends.

Article 2

�e Organization and its Members, in pursuit of the Purposes stated in Article 1, shall act 

in accordance with the following Principles.

1. �e Organization is based on the principle of the sovereign equality of all its Members.

2. All Members, in order to ensure to all of them the rights and bene�ts resulting from 

membership, shall ful�l in good faith the obligations assumed by them in accordance 

with the present Charter.

3. All Members shall settle their international disputes by peaceful means in such a man-

ner that international peace and security, and justice, are not endangered.

4. All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force 

against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other 

manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations.

5. All Members shall give the United Nations every assistance in any action it takes 

in accordance with the present Charter, and shall refrain from giving assistance 

to any state against which the United Nations is taking preventive or enforcement 

action.

6. �e Organization shall ensure that states which are not Members of the United Nations 

act in accordance with these Principles so far as may be necessary for the maintenance 

of international peace and security.

7. Nothing contained in the present Charter shall authorize the United Nations to inter-

vene in matters which are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any state or 

shall require the Members to submit such matters to settlement under the present 

Charter; but this principle shall not prejudice the application of enforcement measures 

under Chapter VII.

…
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League of Nations and UN Treaties and Documents10

Chapter V

Article 25

�e Members of the United Nations agree to accept and carry out the decisions of the 

Security Council in accordance with the present Charter.

…

Chapter VII

Article 39

�e Security Council shall determine the existence of any threat to the peace, breach of 

the peace, or act of aggression and shall make recommendations, or decide what meas-

ures shall be taken in accordance with Articles 41 and 42, to maintain or restore interna-

tional peace and security.

Article 40

In order to prevent an aggravation of the situation, the Security Council may, before mak-

ing the recommendations or deciding upon the measures provided for in Article 39, call 

upon the parties concerned to comply with such provisional measures as it deems nec-

essary or desirable. Such provisional measures shall be without prejudice to the rights, 

claims, or position of the parties concerned. �e Security Council shall duly take account 

of failure to comply with such provisional measures.

Article 41

�e Security Council may decide what measures not involving the use of armed force are 

to be employed to give e�ect to its decisions, and it may call upon the Members of the 

United Nations to apply such measures. �ese may include complete or partial interrup-

tion of economic relations and of rail, sea, air, postal, telegraphic, radio, and other means 

of communication, and the severance of diplomatic relations.

Article 42

Should the Security Council consider that measures provided for in Article 41 would be 

inadequate or have proved to be inadequate, it may take such action by air, sea, or land 

forces as may be necessary to maintain or restore international peace and security. Such 

action may include demonstrations, blockade, and other operations by air, sea, or land 

forces of Members of the United Nations.

…

Article 51

Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right of individual or collective 

self-defence if an armed attack occurs against a Member of the United Nations, until the 

Security Council has taken measures necessary to maintain international peace and secu-

rity. Measures taken by Members in the exercise of this right of self-defence shall be imme-

diately reported to the Security Council and shall not in any way a�ect the authority and 

responsibility of the Security Council under the present Charter to take at any time such 

action as it deems necessary in order to maintain or restore international peace and security.
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11Charter of the United Nations 

 Chapter IX

…

Article 55

With a view to the creation of conditions of stability and well-being which are nec-

essary for peaceful and friendly relations among nations based on respect for the 

principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, the United Nations shall 

promote:

a. higher standards of living, full employment, and conditions of economic and 

social progress and development;

b. solutions of international economic, social, health, and related problems; and 

international cultural and educational co-operation; and

c. universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms 

for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion.

…

Chapter XIV 

…

Article 92

�e International Court of Justice shall be the principal judicial organ of the United 

Nations. It shall function in accordance with the annexed Statute, which is based upon 

the Statute of the Permanent Court of International Justice and forms an integral part of 

the present Charter.

Article 93

1. All Members of the United Nations are ipso facto parties to the Statute of the 

International Court of Justice.

2. A state which is not a Member of the United Nations may become a party to the 

Statute of the International Court of Justice on conditions to be determined in 

each case by the General Assembly upon the recommendation of the Security 

Council.

Article 94

1. Each Member of the United Nations undertakes to comply with the decision of the 

International Court of Justice in any case to which it is a party.

2. If any party to a case fails to perform the obligations incumbent upon it under a 

judgment rendered by the Court, the other party may have recourse to the Security 

Council, which may, if it deems necessary, make recommendations or decide upon 

measures to be taken to give e�ect to the judgment.
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Note: the Statute of the International Court of Justice is annexed to the Charter of the United 

Nations, of which it forms an integral part. �e main object of the Statute is to organise the 

composition and the functioning of the Court.

…

Article 1

�e International Court of Justice established by the Charter of the United Nations as the 

principal judicial organ of the United Nations shall be constituted and shall function in 

accordance with the provisions of the present Statute.

…

Article 34

1. Only states may be parties in cases before the Court.

…

Article 35

1. �e Court shall be open to the states parties to the present Statute.

…

Article 36

1. �e jurisdiction of the Court comprises all cases which the parties refer to it and all 

matters specially provided for in the Charter of the United Nations or in treaties and 

conventions in force.

2. �e states parties to the present Statute may at any time declare that they recognize 

as compulsory ipso facto and without special agreement, in relation to any other 

state accepting the same obligation, the jurisdiction of the Court in all legal disputes 

concerning:

a. the interpretation of a treaty;

b. any question of international law;

c. the existence of any fact which, if established, would constitute a breach of an 

international obligation;

d. the nature or extent of the reparation to be made for the breach of an international 

obligation.

3. �e declarations referred to above may be made unconditionally or on condition of 

reciprocity on the part of several or certain states, or for a certain time.

4. Such declarations shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 

who shall transmit copies thereof to the parties to the Statute and to the Registrar of 

the Court.

Statute of the International Court of Justice 
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