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I. THE SOUNDS AND CHARACTERS
OF GERMAN

I. PHONETIC SYSTEM.

A detailed account of the phonetics of German is beyond
the scope of this book. The table below is a simple arrange-
merit of the sounds of the German language, expressed in the
symbols of the Association Phonétique Internationale. For
practice in pronunciation examples will be found in § 5.

Table of Sounds
Laryngeal Velar Palatal (I"Diz%lgll) Labial
[ Plosive P kg td | pb
‘g’ Nasal 1 n m
§ { Lateral 1
§ Trilled r
Spirant h x ¢j |[s z fv
Closed u y i
I
7‘; Half-closed o 9 g e
>° ) Half-open 2 & ¢
\Open a

Note. There are many varieties of R. That shown above,
formed by trilling the tip of the tongue, is the sound
generally used on the stage, and is perhaps the easiest
for an Englishman to acquire. The R most commonly
heard in conversation is formed by trilling the uvula,
and closely resembles the velar spirant x.
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2 Sounds and Characters of German
2. THE GERMAN ALPHABET.
PRSI charmeters Seript charaaters

a: A a oL dh a
be: 8y £ /4 b
tse: € ¢ j z c
de: D b 2 A d
e: € e g Py e
ef § F / f
ge: G g g g
ha: H b f ? h
i: I J i
jot I ; : j
ka: [ ; ﬁ /é k
el e 1 ¥ / 1
em M m P s m
en N n % s n
o O 0o O 4 J
pe: By /@ p
ku: 2 q % y q
er R ox 77 /Z, r
es & f,8 Y % A4°

te: Tt ’y A t
u: u u Y u
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Sounds and Characters of German 3

Name of letter German Latin

(A.P.L) characters Script characters

fau B v QO A0 v

ve: W w M A0 w

tks ¥ @ x (3 x

i'psilon Dy % /?' y

tset 3 3 } 97/ z

3 SPECIMEN OF GERMAN SCRIPT.

91,“, QF IX. 1928

1-2
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4 Sounds and Characters of German

NOTEs.

(@) Umlaut. The vowels g, 0, u, are subject to modification
or Umlaut. They are then written 4, o, ii, and pronounced
g, @ or e, y, respectively.

The symbol " represents the letter ¢, and is not to be con-
fused with the dizresis.

The capitals of modified vowels are generally printed 9, O, 11 ;

[3
but sometimes %e[, D, 13, or e, Oe, Ne.

(6) Diphthongs. The diphthongs ai, au, ei, eu, are pro-
nounced di, a¥% ai 99 respectively; au modifies to du, pro-
nounced 29,

(¢) S. 8 (runbed &) is used at the end of a word, or of one
component of a compound; in all other cases { (langes &):
bad Gras, Grasdhalm, bed Grafes, fie fehen.

(@) SS. ff (langes Doppel-:&) is used only when preceded
by a short vowel and followed by another vowel, as in laffen,
Sdyloffes, Niiffe; in all other cases § (runded Doppel-:S): liefen,
[aft, Nup, Sdlop, beprer (=Dbefferer).

The second s is not to be thought of as a 2. When using
Latin script, write either ss or B. sz appears only in com-
pounds, such as auszieken, audiehen, where the s and z are in
different syllables.

5. EXAMPLES FOR ILLUSTRATION AND PRACTICE OF THE
GERMAN SOUNDS.

a long a:  Bahn, Abend, baden, haben, Glas, Haar.
a short a alt, baft, gang, Stadt, {darf, Arm.

a long er  {pat, taglich, Baber, Jager, Glafer.

a short e Datte, alter, ganglidh, Stadte, Scharfe, Grmlich.
ai al  Mai, Kaifer, Laib, Maing, Saite.

au a  Haus, laut, bauen, Raub, aus.

du o Haufer, [auten, Gebaube, Rauber, auferft.
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Sounds and Characters of German
b (final=p)b Bader, Gebad, Brot; bergab, abgehen, lobft.

& x  Bad, Bud, vauden, dod, Hoch.

d ¢ Bade, Biicher, mich, euch, reich, KLelch, Madchen.

& in Greek words Gharatter, Ghor; Chemie (kar’aktar, ko, cemi).
b d  Dad, Dorf, drei, ander, Bruber.

b final t  Bab, Jagd, Hund, Magb, fefend.

e long er  GSee, fehen, Reh, Ehre, werden, wert.

¢ short e fett, Heft, befter, Herr, gefperrt.
e unstressed o  Baber, baben, Gebirge, gefagt, Stiefel.
ei al  Reiter, Teil, fein, fteil, Heiter.
eu 9% neu, Gule, Freube, Heu, ftreuen.
g initial or medial

g gan, gleidy, Gebirge, Berge, fage, borge.
g final k, x,¢ Tag, hauftg, gebirgig, Berg, fagft, borgft.
b initial h  Haben, Herbit, heute, Hunbd.

b mute feben, gehen, ziehen, mahen, Naht.

i long i wiber, Mine, Tiger, ifmen, irifdh.

i short 1 Wibder, Minifter, nicht, fisen, mit.

ie it Rieb, fiehft, Offizier, Geographie.

e jo  Familie (fami'lje), Afien (a:zjon), Spanier
(sparnjer).

i i Jaby, jahelidh, Jubilaum, Juli, Jager.

ng g fingen, Sanger, lang, linger, Bingen.

0 long or  grof, hoch, Monat, Mond, Boot, Mofre.

0 long g grofer, hober, bofe, horen, gehort, serftort.

o0 short o Gdlog, Lo, Kopf, Sonne, Wolle.

b short e Slbffer, Lodper, Kopfe, wilf, Morder.

qu kv Quelle, quer, quitt, Quedfilber, Quadialber.

t r Ghre, Abre, Obr, Arm, Schirm.

8 final s Glag, Grad, Haus, Fels, OFs, Gans.

f medial, after consonants other than /, m, », »

s Ddfen, Lotfe, obfolet, Erbfen.
{ initial z  Sobn, Sonne, figen, fagen, fehen, fingen.
{ medial, after vowels or /, m, n,

z  Olafer, Gréafer, Haufer, Amfel, Ganfe, Borfe.
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6 Sounds and Characters of German
{db § Sdein, Sdlof, rafdh; but Hiaus-hen.
fp, ft sndtial fp, [t Syprung, fpreden, Stadt, Strage.
tion tsjoin Ration, Revolution, Senfation.
u long u  Suh, Fuf, Grup, tun.
u short NMuiter, Schuf, Suppe, unter.

u
it Jong y:  Ribe, Fufe, grifen, iiber, Bitdher.
U short y  Mitter, Schiiffe, Sitnbde, fhitpfen.
f
v
) 1,

e

Y von, vier, vergeifien, BVeilchen, Bogt, aftiv.
v wer, was, Wall, {dhwingen, Jwerg, {dhwdren.
) y, i, 1 Gymnafium, Hypothet, Pincholog, Jytus.
3 ts  Jwei, Krveus, gerbrechen, adhzen, Jahn, Jug.
f, £, m,n,p,t, ¢ are pronounced approximately as in English,
Foreign words arve usually pronounced as in the language of
origin.

STRESS ACCENT (Betonung).

6. The accent falls on the root syllable, i.e. the first, except
where there is a prefix:
fliégen, to flow; fliiffig, liquid; Sidifigteit, a liquid; Gldffigteiten,
liquids.

7. The chief exceptions are:
lebéndig, living ; Forélle, trout; Holinder, elder-tree; Wadhélder,
juniper-tree; Rawine, avalanche; fhmardsen, to sponge;
Frafeélen, to brawl; Horniffe, hornet; Hermelin, ermine;
luthérifh, Lutheran.

For the accentuation of words with prefixes, see §§ 522 sqq.

8. In compounds the accent falls on the determinative word,
ie. the one that limits the other. These present no
difficulty, the English rule being the same:

Sénnenfdhein, sunshine ; Roétfehlden, redbreast; swelbeinig, two-
legged.
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Sounds and Characters of German 7

9. Note that these words have a second and lighter accent,
which it is especially important to observe in long
compounds:

Sénnenzaufgang, sunrise; Bolfs-{duile, elementary school.
Compare the accent in Bs(f8-fchul-[Rfrer, elementary school-
master ; Bo(E8-{dhul-lefrec-femindry, training-college for elementary
schoolmasters ; frerfeminar, training-college.

10. Foreign words are usually accented on the last syllable
(not counting any German suffix): ,
Pohilofoph, philofophifd, Telephon, telephonifch, Foloffal, Majeftat,
Romdn.
Some, however, keep the Latin accent on the penultimate:
Déttor, Pdftor, Proféffor, Kénful (p2. Doftoren, etc.).
Modern loan-words are accented as in the original language :
Tornddo, Signora, Novelle, Gtiquérte, Ballon, Hanbditay.

II. THE GLOTTAL STOP (ber Rehlfopfoerichluf).

A stressed syllable beginning with a vowel is preceded by
a rapid closing of the glottis, the position of the vocal
chords being as if the speaker were about to cough.
The result is a very strong expulsion of breath at the
beginning of the syllable; this is one of the most marked
features of German pronunciation. Distinguish between
vereift, for®aist, ‘frozen over,’ and verreift, for'raist, ‘travelling.’

12.  DIVISION INTO SYLLABLES (bie Silbentrennung).
Each syllable begins, where possible, with a consonant :
ge-ben, Re-vol-ver, gesbro-chen, gro-fer.
Certain groups of consonants are indivisible: d, {d, , ft,
ph(=1), th (=t):
geftanzden, Mafchi-ne, Tesle-phon, Asthe-ift.
Other groups are divided between two syllables:
Pinel, Hun-ger, Silsber, Damyp-fer, Sinit-ler.
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8 Sounds and Characters of German

Compounds are divided into their component parts:

hiersin, dar-aus, Grz-engel, ausd-iiben.

In dividing a word at the end of a line, avoid leaving a
single letter; thus «meife must be divided, not H-meife, but
Ameife or not at all; ausiiben should be divided aug-Aiben, not
ausii-ben.

Note that ¢ when divided becomes ff : Baf-fer.

CAPITAL LETTERS (grofie Anfangdbuchftaben).
13. German uses capitals more freely than English, espe-
cially in
(@) All Nouns: bad Budy, die Biicher.
(6) Words used as Nouns: bad Fiiv und Biber, the pros and
cons; bad @ble, the noble, nobility.
(¢) Adjectives following etwas, manches, nidts, alles, viel :
nichtd Merbwiirdiges, nothing remarkable;
etwad Sdhines, something beautiful.
(d) Sie, G, Jhr, when used for the 2nd person; likewise all
their cases, and their possessive adjectives and pronouns:
Wie geh's Jnen? How do you do?
Wie heift Jhe Freund? What is your friend’s name?
Laffe Gr midy in Ruhe! , Leave me in peace.
(e) Du and Dein, in letters:
Herglidge Griie an Deine Gltern! Kind regards to your
parents.
Warum Haft Du nidt gefdhrieben? Why did you not
write ?

14. N.B. Adjectives formed from proper names do not take a
capital, except those in A{dh, /{d), from names of persons,
and those in s¢r from place-names:

bie britifhe Flotte, the British fleet; bdie Miller’jche
Samilie (die Familie Miller), the Miiller family ; bas
Miindener Bier, Munich beer.
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Sounds and Characters of German 9
15. PUNCTUATION (bie Interpunftion).

Note the following divergences from English usage:
(a) Ewvery subordinate clause is separated by a comma from
its governing clause:
Das Budy, bad Sie lefen, taugt nichts.
The book you are reading is worthless.

(6) Co-ordinate clauses joined by a conjunction are separated
by a comma when there is a change of subject, not otherwise:
@r ging nach) Amerifa und ftard in Neu-Yorf.
He went to America and died in New York.

(¢) Exclamation-marks are used after all commands and
exclamations;
Bitte, bleiben Sie fisen ! —Danfe!
Please don’t stand up.—Thank you.
Note the position of the inverted commas.
»Dalt!” vief er. “Stop!” he cried.
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II. DEFINITE & INDEFINITE ARTICLES
(bex beftimmte Avrtifel, der unbeftimmte Artifel)

DECLENSION.
16. (i) Definite Article.

Masc. Fem. Neut. Plural
Al Genders
Nom, ber bie bag bie
Acc. ben bie pas bie
Gen. Des ber bed ber
Dat. bem ber bem ben.

The following contractions of Preposition + Article are per-
missible, when the article is unemphatic:

() Dem (masc. or neut.) after bei, von, u,
forming beim, vom, jum;
(6) ®Dasg after auf, durdh, fir, um,
forming auf8, burd8, fiird, ums;

() Dem or Das after an, fhinter, in, iiber, wunter, vor,
forming am, finterm, im, itberm, unterm, porm;
ang, hinters, ing, ltberd, unterd, vors.
(d) Der (dat. sing. fem.) after ju, forming ur.

Note um’é Himmels willen, for Heaven’s sake; where um’é =
um bes.

17. (ii) Indefinite Article.

Masc. Fem. Neut.
Nom. ein eine ein No
Acc. einen eine ein Plural
Gen. eined einer eines
Dat. einem einer einem.
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