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Land and Taxes in Ptolemaic Egypt

This book provides the first edition with extensive introduction 
and full commentary of a unique land survey written on papyrus 
in Greek which derives from that area of southern (Upper) Egypt 
known as the Apollonopolite (or Edfu) nome and is now preserved 
in Copenhagen. Dating from the late second century BC, this survey 
provides a new picture of both landholding and taxation in the 
area which differs significantly from that currently accepted. The 
introduction sets this new evidence in its contemporary context, 
drawing particular attention to what it reveals about the nature of the 
relations of the Ptolemaic royal administration with local grandees, 
Egyptian temples and the army. All students of Hellenistic Egypt will 
be interested in this important text, which extends our knowledge 
of Upper Egypt under the Ptolemaic rulers and involves some 
modification to the prevailing picture of landholding in Hellenistic 
Egypt.
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The importance of the Greek land survey from the Apollonopolite (Edfu) 

nome, published here as P. Haun. IV 70 (119/118 BC), has already been the 

subject of some discussion in print. Papyri in Greek, as primarily used 

within the Ptolemaic administration, are far fewer from the Egyptian south 

than from the north. As a result, until just a decade ago the pattern of land 

tenure in Middle Egypt tended to dominate the scene, with little account 

taken of the situation in Upper Egypt. The land survey edited here is crucial 

to the reassessment currently underway. To add to the interest of this text, 

the date of the Edfu land survey corresponds to that of surveys from further 

north – those of P. Tebt. I and IV, from the Arsinoite nome, and BGU XIV, 

from the Herakleopolite nome. Comparisons, therefore, gain in validity 

and significance. The editors are happy to be able finally to present the full 

text of what has survived of the fullest survey yet known from the south.

This edition started life as the successful Cambridge PhD thesis of 

Thorolf Christensen in 2002. When its first editor left the academic field, his 

supervisor Dorothy Thompson took some time to assume responsibility 

for seeing this edition through to publication. It was only when Katelijn 

Vandorpe, with her demotic expertise and knowledge of the Ptolemaic 

south, agreed to join the team that the project began to move forward. The 

result is an edition that is little modified from the editio princeps but has one 

extra column (col. xvii) and a new introduction which takes account of 

relevant recent scholarship. Each of the three editors involved is grateful for 

the input of the other two.

There are other thanks that we wish to record. Adam Bülow-Jacobsen in 

Copenhagen initially made the text available to Thorolf Christensen to 

work on for his doctorate. He too provided the fine infrared photographs 

from which it has been possible to decipher the text (Plates 1–8). Kim 

Ryholt, Director of the Papyrus Carlsberg Collection at the University of 

Copenhagen, was responsible for finding the extra column to this text (in 

the form of a transcript made by Wilhelm Schubart) and kindly supplied 

the image for Plate 10; he has, further, encouraged the editors in their 

project and agreed to publication in its present form, as part of the 

Copenhagen (P. Haun.) series of Greek papyri. Fabian Reiter searched in 

Preface
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vain in the Berlin collection of papyri for columns of the text that went 

missing at some time, possibly during the First World War. Karl Leemans 

has kindly provided the images for Plates 11–12. In Leuven we have enjoyed 

the constant input of Willy Clarysse and Mark Depauw, and at an earlier 

stage of the project Joe Manning was actively involved in discussions over 

details of the survey. We have benefitted greatly from Andrew Monson’s 

careful reading of a more recent version of this work. Our map of Ptolemaic 

Egypt was kindly prepared by Tom Gheldof and Bart Van Beek (KU Leuven). 

To all of these we offer our thanks. Finally we are grateful to the editors of 

Cambridge Classical Studies for accepting this work in the series, to Michael 

Sharp as Classics Editor at Cambridge University Press and to all in the 

CUP team involved in the (sometimes tricky) process of publishing this 

work. We have rarely been able to take account of publications appearing 

since December 2015.

Thorolf Christensen  

Dorothy J. Thompson  

Katelijn Vandorpe

Cambridge and Leuven
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The critical apparatus to the text edition is used for indicating irregular 

spelling and corrections; for grammar, see relevant notes in the commentary. 

In accordance with normal papyrological editing practice, we employ the 

following conventions:

[] a gap in the text

() resolution of an abbreviation or symbol

< > a mistaken omission in the original

⟦ ⟧ a scribal deletion

{} for superfluous letter(s)

` ´ additions made above the line

Strokes over numerals are given as they occur and dots under letters indicate 

uncertain readings. Within brackets, dots or numbers indicate the 

approximate length of a lacuna. Large brackets, employed in the original to 

indicate deletion or transfer of the section so enclosed (see ll. 120–49 

comm.), have been added to the text. On check marks, see the introduction 

to the text, p. 55.

Throughout what follows, bold typeface is employed simply to help the 

reader in the interpretation of the text.

Conventions
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Papyri are quoted according to J. F. Oates, R. S. Bagnall, S. J. Clackson, 

A. O’Brien, J. D. Sosin, T. G. Wilfong and K. A. Worp, Checklist of Greek, 

Latin, Demotic and Coptic Papyri, Ostraca and Tablets, 5th edn. Bulletin of 

the American Society of Papyrologists, Supplement 9. Oakville and Oxford 

2001. Online version: http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/papyrus/texts/clist 

.html.

AJP American Journal of Philology. Baltimore 1880–.

APF  Archiv für Papyrusforschung und verwandte Gebiete. 

Leipzig and Berlin 1901–.

CE  Chronique d’Égypte. Brussels 1925–.

CRIPEL  Cahier de Recherches de l’Institut de Papyrologie et 

d’Égyptologie de Lille. Lille 1973–.

Edfou IV, VI, VII  E. Chassinat et al., Le temple d’Edfou. Mémoires 

publiés par les membres de la Mission 

archéologique française au Caire 21–31. Cairo 

1929–34.

Enchoria  Enchoria, Zeitschrift für Demotistik und Koptologie. 

Wiesbaden 1971–.

GLECS  Comptes rendus du Groupe linguistique d’études 

chamito-sémitiques. Paris 1935–2003.

I. Hermoupolis  É. Bernand, Inscriptions grecques d’Hermoupolis 

Magna et de sa nécropole. Bibliothèque d’étude 123. 

Cairo 1999.

I. Métriques  É. Bernand, Inscriptions métriques de l’Égypte  

gréco-romaine. Recherches sur la poésie 

épigrammatique des Grecs en Égypte. Annales 

littéraires de l’Université de Besançon 98.  

Paris 1969.

I. Pan du désert  A. Bernand, Pan du désert. Leiden 1977.

I. Prose  A. Bernand, La prose sur pierre dans l’Égypte 

hellénistique et romaine. 2 vols. Paris 1992.

JEA  Journal of Egyptian Archaeology. London 1914–.

Abbreviations
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xviiList of abbreviations

LSJ  H. G. Liddell, R. Scott and H. S. Jones, with the 

assistance of R. Mckenzie and revised supplement 

ed. P. G. W. Glare, A Greek–English Lexicon,  

9th edn. Oxford 1996.

Lüddeckens, DNB  E. Lüddeckens et al., Demotisches Namenbuch,  

vol. I. 18 fascicules. Wiesbaden 1980–2000.

Mayser, Grammatik  E. Mayser, Grammatik der griechischen Papyri aus 

der Ptolemäerzeit, mit Einschluss der gleichzeitigen 

Ostraka und der in Ägypten verfassten Inschriften.  

2 vols. Leipzig 1906–70.

OLA  Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta. Leuven 1975–.

Pros. Ptol.  Prosopographia Ptolemaica, 10 vols. Leuven  

1950–2002.

RdE  Revue d’Égyptologie. Paris 1933–.

TM  Trismegistos: An Interdisciplinary Portal of 

Papyrological and Epigraphical Resources.  

http://www.trismegistos.org/

ZÄS  Zeitschrift für ägyptische Sprache und 

Altertumskunde. Leipzig 1863–.

ZPE  Zeitschrift für Papyrologie und Epigraphik.  

Bonn 1967–.
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xviii

Ptolemaic Egypt

1 Kerkeosiris

2 Tebtynis

Philae
Elephantine

© T. Gheldof & B. Van Beek, KU Leuven

Ptolemais
(el-Mansha)

Cairo

Herakleopolis 
(Ihnasya el-Medina)

200 km0

Dakhla Oasis

Kharga Oasis

Bahr Yusuf

area
of the survey

N
ile

N
ile

Latopolis (Esna)

Red Sea

Thebaid

Naukratis

Sinai

Libyan or 

Western Desert

Arabian or

Eastern Desert

1
2

Oxyrhynchos
(el-Behnasa)

Abusir el-Melek

Ankyropolis
(el-Hibeh)

Saqqara Memphis

Panopolis (Achmim)

Mediterranean

Tentyra (Dendera)

Pathyris (Gebelein)

Ombos (Kom Ombo)

Koptos (Kift)

Luxor

Pelousion
(el-Farama)

Arsinoite 
nome (Fayum)

Alexandria

Hermopolis Magna
(el-Ashmunein)

Apollonopolis Magna (Edfu)

Gebel el-Silsila

Diospolis Magna (Thebes)

Syene (Aswan)
Berenike

Myos Hormos
(Quseir)
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