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BGU III 822, 115.n7; IV 1104, 7.n38; VIII 1848,
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O.Brit.Mus.Copt. I XX/4, 23.n14, 16; I XX/ɪ,
54.n11; I LXVI/ɪ, 42.n100, 53.n7; I add.23,
40.n93

O.CrumST 360, 119.n24
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88.7, 12, 43.n111; 91, 142.n35, 142; 91.23–
26, 43.n110, 152.n22; 91.5–13, 43.n109, 43;

91.7, 120.n27; 92.14, 153.n25; 93, 152.n24,
153.n28; 93.32, 153.n25; 93.32–34,
153.n25,27; 96, 152.n24, 153.n29; 99.13,
153.n27; 100.14–43, 43.n108; 100.59–61,
152.n23

P.Lips. 28, 30–31, 32, 38
P.Lond. III 951, 121.n30; V 1676, 7.n39; VI 1914,

28.n49,50; VI 1915, 29.n52; VI 1916,
29.n53; VI 1926, 119.n24

P.Lond.Copt. 1130, 24.n23
P.Mich. 3.202, 121.n30; Inv. 6898, 218.n80
P.Mon.Epiph. 297, 23.n18; 359, 23.n19, 54.n10,

63.n47
P.Oxy. L 355, 7.n40
P.Pisentius 17, 7.n35, 119
P.Tebt 2, 6.n34
P.Wisc. 1, 6.n33

SB 5.7743, 116.n10; 14.11585, 115.n7
SB Kopt. IV 1709, 7.n37

UPZ I.59, 116.n8

Literary Sources

Acts of the Apostles 18:6, 212
Ammon, Epistula Ammonis 2, 46.n124; 9,

45.n120, 49.n135; 30, 47.n128
Apophthegmata Patrum (Alphabetical

Collection): Apollo 2, 99.n43, 108.n67;
Carion 1–3, 8.n45, 33.n64, 72.n10; Daniel
7, 99.n41; Gelasios 3, 39.n92; Isaac of
Kellia 5, 1.n1, 69.n2, 69; John the Persian
1, 74.n14; Macarius the Great 5, 69.n1, 69;
15, 114.n4, 114–115; Olympius 2, 112.n1,

112; Poemen 7, 116–117, 117.n12;
Prologue, 82.n36; Sisoes 10, 84–85,
85.n3, 94.n30

Apophthegmata Patrum (Anonymous
Collection): 171, 33.n64, 34.n69; 173,
33.n64, 34.n70; 187, 33.n64; 295, 85.n3,
94.n31; 340, 34.n71; 341, 33.n64,
34.n71

Apophtegmata Patrum (Systematic Collection):
Humility 16–18, 57.n22, 57
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“Arabic Synaxarion” (ed. Baset), 46, 91–92
Athanasius of Alexandria:
Ep. virg. 1 33, 97.n37
Life of Antony, 19, 39, 79

Augustine of Hippo:
Confessions, 84
De civitate dei 1.21, 105.n59
Ep. 211.15, 163.n19, 163

Basil of Caesarea, Asketikon, Longer Rules
15.1, 39

Besa:
Fragments 33–34, 141.n31
Letter to Aphthonia, 166; 1.5, 41.n98, 160.n2;

1.5–6, 161.n3; 2.2, 161.n4; 2.56, 163.n17
Life of Shenoute, 44–45

Cassian, John:
Conferences, 175.n71, 195, 197; 2.7, 85.n4;

10.6–7, 208.n53; 11.7, 208.n54; 19.6,
207.n51; 24.26, 171.n54, 172.
n58,59,60,61, 173.n65, 204.n48,
205.n49, 207.n50,52,
208.n55,56,57, 209.n58

Institutes, 197; 1, 34.n73, 97.n37; 4.27,
173.n66,67, 174.n68,69, 198.n29,30;
4.27–28, 85.n4; 7.1, 173.n63; 7.3,
173.n63

Cyprian of Carthage, De habitu virginum
3, 2.n6

Daniel 4:15, 95.n32; 4:23–25, 95.n32; 4:33, 95.n32;
5:21, 95.n32

Deuteronomy 10:18–19, 40.n94

Epictetus, Discourses 2.1, 130

Genesis 22:1–19, 12, 85, 86, 92, 94, 95, 98, 104, 105,
107, 111; 27:28, 94–95

Gregory of Nyssa, Vita Sanctae Macrinae, 39.n88,
121.n31

Exodus 24:5–8, 211, 212

Hebrews, Epistle to the, 9:14, 134; 11:32,
103–104

Historia Monachorum 10, 47–48
Hosea 7:13, 57.n20

Isaac the Presbyter, Life of Samuel of Kalamun 7,
64.n51

Isaiah 5:15, 54; 29:13, 161.n4

Jeremiah 6:11, 54; 14:3, 54
Jerome:
Adv. Iou. 1, 102.n46

Ep. 39, 182–183, 183.n95,96,97,98, 184.n99, 100,
101, 102, 184, 186.n110,
188.n115, 188

Ep. 107, 182, 184–187, 187.n113
Ep. 108, 171.n54, 182, 184–187, 185.n103, 107,

186.n108, 187.n111
Ep. 118, 186.n109, 188.n114
Ep. 128, 187.n113
Ep. 133, 181.n88

Job 14:10, 54
John, Gospel According to, 1:1, 201; 6:38, 207;

8:39, 202; 16:15, 208
John Chrysostom, De statuis 14.3, 105.n60
Judges 11:29–40, 88, 89, 92, 96–97, 100, 102,

104, 107

1 Kings 1:6, 54
Kephalaia (of Mani) 193.4–6, 26

Life of Daniel of Scetis, 51.n3
Life of Mary of Egypt, 73–74, 77
Life of Moses of Abydos, 45–46
Luke, Gospel According to, 1, 163; 2:41–52, 44;

9:28–26, 73; 10:21, 51.n2; 12:53, 197;
14:25–27, 93; 14:26, 171; 18:15, 51.n2;
22:42, 207

Mark, Gospel According to, 9:2–8, 73; 10:29, 208;
10:29–30, 171; 14:36, 207; 15:34, 201

Matthew, Gospel According to, 7:1, 75; 10:42, 58,
130; 15:8, 161.n4; 17:1–9, 73; 18, 62; 18:2–5,
24, 130; 18:3, 59; 19:12, 171; 19:29, 171, 172,
204; 26:39, 207; 27:24–25, 212

Numbers 11:9, 94–95; 16:31b, 155

Pachomian Literature:
Bohairic Life of Pachomius 20, 57.n23; 24,

160.n1, 160; 31, 45.n120; 56, 46.n123;
194, 214.n71, 214

First Greek Life of Pachomius 24, 48; 33,
45.n120, 121; 37, 8.n43; 49, 22.n10,
130.n3, 130, 134.n18, 135.n19, 135; 108,
57.n24, 214.n72

Paralipomena 15, 22.n10, 127.n1; 16, 149.n13
Precepts and Judgments 7, 70.n5; 140–41,

132.n10
Regulations of Horsiesius 41, 63, 64, 149
Tenth Sahidic Life of Pachomius: frag. 2, 22.n10,

58.n27, 64.n52, 130; frag. 4, 45.n120
Palladius, Lausiac History, 13
Panegyric of Macarius of Tkow, 102
Paul, apostle (attributed works):
1 Corinthians 6:20, 43.n112; 7:22–23, 43.n112
2 Corinthians 4:5, 43.n112; 7:1, 134
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Ephesians 3:21, 210.n60; 4:13, 130; 5:8, 56
Galatians 4:17, 199; 4:26, 199
Philippians 2:7, 175; 2:8, 207; 3:13, 130
Romans 6:16–22, 43.n112; 8:15–17, 199;

12–15, 170
1 Thessalonians 4:13, 186; 5:5, 56
1 Timothy 2:15, 12
2 Timothy 3:13, 141

Psalms 106:31, 210.n60; 108:16–18, 211; 108:20, 211;
133:3, 95.n32; 146:10, 210.n60

Proverbs 29/31:21, 58; 31:21, 130

1 Samuel 2:18, 130; 2:26, 130
Shenoute of Atripe:

Canons, Vol. 1: YW 212, 36.n78
Letter 1: XB 43, 57.n20; XC 7, 59.n33,

79.n29; XC 7–8, 58.n28, 79.n25, 146.n2,5;
XC 15–16, 79.n28; XC 18, 59.n32; XC
89–90, 55.n14; XL 7, 78.n23; YW 80,
195.n21; YW 81, 196.n22; YW 89,
40.n96

Canons, Vol. 2: XC 221, 212.n66; XC 222,
36.n78; XC 226–27, 63.n49; XC
228–30, 177.n76; XC 232–33,
61.n39,40

Canons, Vol. 3: YA 554, 36.n78
A22: YA 202, 53.n6; YA 296, 59.n34; YA

297–98, 59.n35; YA 303, 80.n32; YA 309,
36.n78; YA 314–16, 80.n31; YA 421,
154.n33; YA 427, 197.n26; YA 428, 199.
n33; YA 527–28, 200.n35; YB 74–75,
37.n80; YB 76–77, 40.n94; YB 100, 55.
n16; ZC 305, 199.n32; ZE 203–04, 53.n9

Abraham our Father: YA 536, 201.n37; YA
547–48, 210.n63; YA 547–50, 209.n59;
ZH frag. 1, 200.n36

Canons, Vol. 4: BZ 326–27, 136.n21; BZ
345–47, 35.n77; BZ 351–52, 177.n77; GI
138–39, 59.n31

Why Oh Lord: BZ 5–6, 202.n41; BZ 38,
211.n64; BZ 59, 34.n72, 56.n19, 140.n30,
156.n38

Canons, Vol. 5: XL 136–37, 37.n83; XL 185,
59.n30, 150.n15

You God the Eternal: XL 194, 147.n7,
158.n46; XS 319, 1.n2, 149.n12,

150.n17; XS 325–26, 153.n31; XS 348–59,
147.n7; XS 353, 61.n41, 151.n20; XS
353–54, 151.n21; XS 355, 157.n40; XS
355–56, 158.n45; XS 358–59, 158.n46; XS
387, 210.n62

Canons, Vol. 6: XF 552, 36.n78
He Who Sits Upon His Throne: XF 16,

60.n36
Is It Not Written: XM 157–58, 155.n34; XM

182, 210.n60
Canons, Vol. 7

God is Holy: GO 52, 61.n43; XG 176–77,
202.n40; XU 100–01, 93.n27, 171.n54,
178.n78; XU 101–02, 178.n79

This Great House: XL 279–80, 179.n81; XU
308–09, 176.n74; XU 310, 176.n75; XU
331, 197.n25

Canons, Vol. 8: XO 309, 36.n78
Canons, Vol. 9: DF 48, 53.n9, 150.n16; DF 64,

151.n19; DF 103, 40.n95; DF 145–46,
146.n6; DF 177–78, 53.n9; DF 184,
154.n32; DF 185, 156.n35; DF 186–87,
133.n14, 140.n29; DF 187, 196.n24;
DF 187–88, 37.n81; DF 189–90,
37.n82; FM 185, 55.n18; FM 173–74,
202.n40; XK 198–99, 150.n16;
XK 199, 53.n9; YX 56, 134.n15,
151.n18; YZ 222, 55.n17

Canons, Vol. unknown: XR 399, 71.n7
Discourses, Vol. 4

The Lord Thundered, GG 17–28,
107.n66
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Abraham:, 214; monks as children of, 202
Abraham and Isaac’s story. See sacrifice of Isaac
Adam, 213
adoption: of orphan by Theban monk Maria,
39–40, 49; and discrepancy between census
numbers and life tables, 30, 38; of Paesis by his
uncle Aurelius Silvanus (381 CE), 30–31, 39

Alexander, the comes, 41, 162
Alexandria, 2, 27.n42, 27, 32, 46, 116, 133
Ambrose, 104
Ammon, Letter of Ammon: age when he joined
the monastic community, 45, 46; and children
in Pachomian koinonia, 22

Anna, 200, 201
ancient theories of emotion. See emotion—
ancient theories

Antinoe, 118
Antony the Great, 12, 25.n31, 44
Antony (monk at the White Monastery), 36.n78
Aphthonia, 41–42, 160–163, 164, 166
Apollo (monk): and Shenoute’s list of founders of
monasteries, 213; crime and remorse in Sayings
of the Desert Fathers, 99, 100–102, 107–108, 111

apprenticeship: and age of free boys and girls, 4;
at Basil’s monastery in Cappadocia, 138; and
boundary between childhood and adulthood,
5–6; young Dioskus apprenticed to weaver
Apollonios, 5–6

Ariès, Philippe, 2–3
Aristotle, definition of emotions, 167
ascetic exegesis: and Cassian’s ascetic sage,
171–175; by fourth-and fifth-century ascetic
writers, 170–171; and story of Jephthah’s
daughter, 103.n49, 103–106, 107

Athanasius of Alexandria, 19, 28, 46
Atripe: grounding in the ancient Mediterranean
society and biblical history, 194; monastery for
women at, 203

Augustine: beatings for failing to learn in school.,
84; on monasteries caring for orphans and
foundlings, 39; rules for nuns (Ep. 211), 163

Aurelia Teeus, 30–31
Aurelius Silvanus (381 CE), 30–31, 39

Basil of Caesarea: Asketikon, 39; monastery in
Cappadocia, 138

Bawit, 63. See also Monastery of Apa Apollo
Besa: Letter to Aphthonia, 41, 160–163, 166;
defense from accusations of various crimes,
140–141; pictured in sanctuary of Red
Monastery, 203, 205

Bethlehem, 185, 188
Biale, David, 98; on blood in Judaism and
Christianity, 109–110; on ritualization of
covenant blood, 211

Blaesilla: disfigurement of, 77–78; Jerome’s
positioning her as Christ’s daughter and God’s
bride, 186; and Jerome’s treatment of
emotional ties between parents and children,
182, 183–186

Blemmyes, 47, 178.n80, 178–179
Bolman, Elizabeth S., 202.n42; on iconography
in old church of Saint Antony, 90–91, 92

Brakke, David, 79, 117, 121
Burkert, Walter, 93.n26
Burrus, Virginia, 77–78
Burton-Christie, Douglas, 112
Bynum, Caroline Walker, on blood piety, 96

Cain, Andrew, 185, 186
Cairo, 92
Cappadocia: apprenticeships, 138; orphans cared
for by monastics, 38–39, 52

Carion and Zacharias: disfigurement of, 72–73,
145; evidence for boys living with adult male
monks, 33, 72; homoeroticism, 74; ideological
construction of “the child”, 8–9, 13, 33;
voyeurism, 72–73, 74, 76–78, 83

Cassian, John: as ascetic sage, 171–175;
Patermutus presented as an exemplar by,
173–175, 189, 197–198; on sonship, 199–202,
204, 207–209; and Stoicism, 172–174, 175, 189
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Cassian, John, coenobia of: elite class threatened
by, 174–175, 194–195, 198, 218–219; rhetoric of
elite masculinity, 194

celibacy: and barriers separating women and girls
frommale monks and priests, 147; threat posed
by monastic children, 72, 78, 145–148

childhood as a life stage: Ariès (Philippe), on, 2–3;
Epictetus on, 130; and girls’ marital status, 4;
historical contingency of, 3; and labor as
a boundary between childhood and
adulthood, 5–6; men’s youth and adolescence,
4–5; sexuality as a boundary, 5

child labor in monasteries: as corporeal
punishment, 137, 151; gender-segregated tasks,
151; and minor children, 150, 152–153. See also
apprenticeship

children: education for Egyptian children,
132–133; the eucharistic child, 98–99

—children as embodiment of adult ambitions,
6–9, 159; evidence from a petition to Bishop
Pisentius of Thebes, 6–7, 119; and
imperishable patrimony generated by God and
church, 191–192; and monastic children,
127–128; hungry children at Pachommius’s
monastery, 127; precarious economic straits if
abandoned by the head of their households,
115–116. See alsoCarion and Zacharias; celibacy

— enslaved children, as caretakers of elderly free
Egyptians, 7

—monastic children: advancement in asceticism,
46, 135, 137–139, 144, 145; attainment of legal
adulthood, 138–144; conflicts in local
communities about authority, status, and
property, 188; danger posed by boys at Scetis,
69; death and burial of, 47, 156–158; expulsion
of, 155–156; and fabric of life in antique Egypt,
48–49; father-son pairs living in Scetis, 32–34;
and historiography of early Egyptian
monasticism, 11–13; with living parents outside
the community, 41, 160–163; and the
monastery as rival and heir to the classical
tradition of familia, 1–2, 190, 192–195, 205,
207–209, 218–219; Pachomius’s Vita, 22, 127,
130; sickness, 153–155; terms for “sons” and
“daughters”, 56–57; as threat to celibacy of
monastics posed by, 72, 145–148. See also
Blaesilla; Carion and Zacharias; child labor in
monasteries

—terminology for children and youth: challenges
of, 3, 6, 52, 78; Coptic term hršire, 55–56;
Coptic term lelou, 51, 53–56, 150; Coptic
vocabulary for “boys” (šere šem) and “girls”
(šeere šem), 51, 58–65, 62, 78, 128; Coptic
vocabulary for “little ones” (koui), 51, 58–65,

62, 128; and leveraging of family ties between
a monk and natal family, 159; in Shenoute’s
writings, 22–23, 50–51, 159; and terms
“brother” and “sister”, 29

Chin, C. M., 215
Chitty, Derwas, 12.n55, 12, 214–215
Choat, Malcolm, 213–214
Chrysostom, John, advice against using corporal
punishment, 84

Cicero, 175
Clackson, Sarah J., 63
Clark, Elizabeth A., on ascetic exegesis, 170
Colish, Marcia L.: on Cassian and Stoicism,
172–174; on Jerome as a Stoic, 181

Constantine, 4
Cooper, Kate: on Cassian’s construction of
ascetic masculinity, 173; on socially disruptive
trends in Roman family life, 192, 196

Cribiore, Raffaella, 132–133, 137
Crislip, Andrew T., 41.n96, 118–119

Damascus, 92
Daniel of Scetis. See Scetis
De Bruyn, Theodore S., 189
Deborah, 200, 201
Dehr el-Bachit Monastery, 157–158
Douglass, Fredrick, 10

Ebonh. See White Monastery Federation and
Shenoute

education: advancement in monastic
communities, 135; classical paideia, 169–170;
Dilley on cognition and monastic paideia, 131.
n6; of Egyptian children, 132–133; of girls, 129;
in the Pachomian koinonia, 130–132

Elisha, 12
Emmel, Stephen, 203
emotion—ancient theories: versus contemporary
conceptions, 164–165; emotional display and
rhetoric or persuasion, 167; and judgements,
167–168; public lamentation in Egyptian
funerary culture, 179.n82, 179–180. See also
Jerome—emotional language in his letters,
Shenoute—on emotions.

Enmarch, Roland: on funeral depictions in the
New Kingdom, 179.n82; on women and
grieving, 180

Ephesus, 105
Ephrem the Syrian, 104
Epiphanius, Apa, 23. See also Monastery of
Epiphanius

Equiano, Olaudah, 10
Eustochium. See Jerome
Eve, 213
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familial bonds: filial piety expectations in Roman
Egypt, 163–164; and relationships between
monks at Hathor and families, 28; Shenoute’s
rhetorical use of, 176. See also emotion—
ancient theories

—renunciation of: conflict with monastic piety
revealed by Aphthonia, 160–163, 164; conflict
with monastic piety revealed by Augustine’s
rules for nuns, 163; and Olympius of the
Cells, 112

father-son pairs, living in, 32–34
Fayyum, 24
filial piety: Cassian’s instructions for the perfect
son, 207–209. See also familial bonds

Foreman, P. Gabrielle, 3
Foster care, 138–144
Frankfurter, David: on Christian exorcisms and
miracles, 117; on human sacrifice in the
Panegyric of Macarius of Tkow, 102

Frank, Georgia, 75

Gabriel, Monastery of the Archangel. See
Naqlun, monastery at

Gaul: conversion of the Gallic aristocracy in the
fifth century, 193; growth of the monastic
estate in, 16, 194–195, 218. See also Cassian,
John

gender and gender roles: barriers separating
women and girls frommale monks and priests,
147; cross-dressing monk, Hilaria at Scetis, 122;
cross-dressing monk, Marina, 122; education
of girls and women, 132; gender-segregated
tasks at monasteries, 151; barring girls and
women from rituals honoring deceased
mothers or daughters, 158; healers, 122;
Jerome’s emotional discourse, 182–188;
Shenoute’s rhetoric of femininity,
80

Goehring, James E., 20
Goodrich, Richard J., on Cassian’s monasticism,
174–175, 198, 218–219

Graver, Margaret, 168–169
Gregory of Nyssa: brother (see Basil of Caesarea);
Life of Macrina, 121; nocturnal beating by the
forty martyrs, 84

Grubbs, Judith Evans, 5

Halperin, David M., 70.n6
Harmless, William, 82
Hathor monastery: earliest securely datable
letters witnessing monasticism, 28; interaction
with families and children, 49; letter from
Callistus to Apa Paiēous and Patabeis, 28–29;
letters documenting the debt enslavement of
a family, 29–30; as Melitian, 28, 29

Hedrick, Charles, 118
Heracleopolite nome, 28, 116
Hermopolite nome, 30
Hilaria. See Scetis
Horn, Cornelia, 163
Huebner, Sabine R.: on adopted children, 30, 38;
on letters between parents and children, 164;
on life-cycle position as a measure of status,
5.n25

Hulda, 200, 201
Hypatia, and education of elite pagan and
Christian women, 132

imitatio Christi: and eucharistic child, 98–99;
John of Lycopolis as exemplar, 208–209;
paintings in sanctuary of Red Monastery,
202–204, 204; sonship according to Cassian
(John), 199–202, 204, 207–209

Issac of Kellia, in Sayings of the Desert Fathers, 1, 69
Isaac son of Abraham, See sacrifice of Isaac
Isis, 180

Jay, Nancy, 111; on ritual sacrifice and modes of
cultural and biological reproduction, 108–109,
109.n73; on sacrifice and expiation, 110

Jême (Western Thebes): Deir el-Bahri
inscription at the Phoibammon Monastery,
50; letter from father requesting return of
daughter from monastery, 42; Monastery of
St. Paul, 32; testament by monk Paham, 31–32

Jephthah and his daughter: blood sacrifice, 98,
99–100; in Hebrews 11:32, 103–104; in Judges
11, 12, 92, 93–97, 102, 104, 107; and literary
culture of the Eastern Mediterranean, 90–92;
as model for monastic renunciation of family,
14–15; negatively compared with story of
Abraham, 104–105; paintings at Saint Antony’s
Monastery, 89, 100; paintings at Saint
Catherine’s Monastery, 88; and Shenoute on
models of fidelity and sacrifice, 106–107

Jeremiah, 12
Jerome—emotional language in his letters: bonds
between ascetic family members, 190; gender
stereotyping, 182, 188; Stoic principles, 181,
183–186

Jerome—Epitaph on Paula (Ep. 39), 182–188; and
Eustochium, 182, 187, 189; gender
stereotyping, 182, 188; emotional ties between
parents and children, 182, 183–186; severe
fasting by Blaesilla and Paula, 77–78. See also
Blaesilla

Jerusalem, 199–200, 212
Job: exemplar for fathers of orphans, 39; exemplar
recommended by Jerome to Paula, 188

John of Lycopolis, 47–48, 208
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Kellis, 26–27
Konstan, David: on ancient and contemporary

conceptions of emotions, 164–165, 165.n28; on
Aristotle’s definition of emotions, 167; on grief
in classical authors, 169

Koziol, Geoffrey, 165.n29
Krawiec, Rebecca: on Cassian’s figure of learned

illiterate monk, 175; on Cassian’s rhetoric of
elite masculinity, 194; on Shenoute’s use of
“children” and “little ones” for “junior”
monks, 62; on Shenoute’s use of “whether
male or female” as a rhetorical device, 60; on
tensions between women and the Elder at
Shenoute’s monastery, 177–178

Laes, Christian, 3.n9, 5.n25
Laeta, correspondence with Jerome, 182, 187. See

also Jerome.
Larsen, Lillian I., 33
Layton, Bentley, 21, 60, 62, 62
Leipoldt, Johanes, reconstruction of a passage in

Shenoute’s Canons, 154
Leo, Tome of, 64
LeVine, Robert A., 165.n28
Leyser, Conrad, on Cassian’s construction of

ascetic masculinity, 173
López, Ariel G., 192.n7
Lyster, William, 122.n33, 202.n42

Macarius the Great: on dangers posed by
children, 69; and Greek asceticism, 44

McClymond, Kathryn, 110.n77; on blood
sacrifice, 93.n26; on sacrifical activities and
community building, 109; seven criteria in
sacrificial activities identified by, 92–93, 96,
98

Macrina the Younger: healing of young girl with
eye infection, 121; founder of monastery in
Cappadocia, 38–39

Manichaeism, 26–27
Maria (monk), 39–40, 49
Marina, 122
marriage, 9, 10, 37, 41, 48, 52, 71, 138, 175, 201.n38,

207, 211, 218
Martens, John, 163
Mary of Egypt, 73–74, 77
Mauss, Marcel, 93.n26
Melania the Younger: as an exemplar

recommended by Jerome to Paula, 184, 188;
education of elite pagan and Christian women,
132; and property in Roman political
economy, 215

Melitians. See Hathor Monastery.
Miller, Patricia Cox, 75–76, 81

monastery as rival and heir to the classical
tradition of familia, 122; asceticism in Egypt, 2,
15–16; Cassian’s coenobium, 16, 174–175,
194–195, 198, 218–219; monastic children, 1–2,
159, 190, 192–195, 205, 207–209, 218–219; role
of sacrifice and renunciation, 111; story of
Patermutus, 173–175, 189, 197–198, 207

Monastery of Apa Apollo (Bawit), use of “father”
as title, 57

Monastery of Apa Jeremias (Saqqara), 23–24, 24.
n21, 57, 213; Mary and Ama Sibylla in funerary
inscriptions, 213.n69, 213

Monastery of Epiphanius, 54, 57, 119–120, 157
Monastery of Phoibammon in Jême (Western
Thebes): children’s work obligations, 152–153;
Deir el-Bahri inscription, 50, 56, 62; donation
of children to, 13, 42–44, 120, 152; status and
future of children, 141–142; Tasia and Pesynte’s
agreement regarding their son Panias, 43, 142.
See also P.KRU under Papyri and Ostraca in
Index of Ancient Sources

monastic children. See children—monastic
children

monastic-prophetic genealogy: biblical notions
of covenant and tribe, 210–211, 215; origination
in Christ’s blood, 211; discourse constructing
lineage for monastic heritage, 214–215; eternal
and eschatological features of, 209–210; fathers
and sons prioritized in, 201–202

Naqlun, monastery at (now Monastery of the
Archangel Gabriel), 24–25, 139, 147, 148,
155

Nasrallah, Laura, 10
Nephthys, 180

Olympius of the Cells, 112
Origenism: controversy, 99, 131, 181, 193;
Shenoute against, 132

orphaned and abandoned children: attainment of
legal adulthood, 138–144; discrepancy between
the census and life tables, 38; sacrifice of family
and offspring as part of asceticism, 84–85,
93–96. See also adoption

—in monasteries: hagiographical evidence, 39;
Deuteronomy and orphanos in Shenoute, 40;
medical texts in library at Shenoute’s
monastery, 41; monks taking responsibility for
children bereft of parents, 38–39; Shenoute’s
Canons for monks, 40–41

Oxyrhynchus: Themouthian and the enslaved
girl Peina, 7; young Dioskus apprenticed to
weaver Apollonios, 5–6. See also Hathor
monastery
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Pachomian monastic federation:
accommodations for hungry children, 149;
education of children and illiterate adults,
130–132, 135; founding by Pachomius, 21–22;
genealogical language and lineage of authority,
214; Thbew, 46, 193; Theodore as Pachomius’s
successor, 214; title “father”, 57; trade with
local communities, 20. See also Theodore

Pachomian rules, 22; boundaries between adult
monks and children, 147. See also Pachomius
Precepts and Judgements in Index of Ancient
Sources

Pachomian Vitae, 22. See also Pachomian
Literature in Index of Ancient Sources

Papaconstantinou, Arietta, 142.n33, 142
Patermutus: presented as exemplar by Cassian,
173–175, 189, 197–198; Shenoute’s list of
founders of monasteries, 213

Paula. See Jerome—Epitaph on Paula (Ep.
39)

Paulinus, 219
Pcol, 45, 203, 205, 206, 213
Pelagianist controversy, 181
Phoibammon. SeeMonastery of Phoibammon in
Jême (Western Thebes)

Pisentius, Bishop of Thebes, 6–7, 119
Poemen, in Sayings of the Desert Fathers, 114,
116–117

Psalms, in paideia of Pachomian federation, 131
Pshoi, 36.n78, 36, 203, 205, 206, 213
Pseudo-Philo, 103

Reddy, William M., 165.n29
Red Monastery, 217; Apa Besa, 203, 205; Apa
Pcol, 45.3, 203.12, 205, 206, 213; Apa Pshoi,
36.n78, 36, 203, 205, 206, 213; Christ the Logos
represented at, 203, 204; paintings in sanctuary
of, 202–204, 204, 205, 206; Shenoute pictured
at, 203, 205, 206

Regulations of Horsiesius, 63, 64, 149
renunciation. See familial bonds—renunciation
Richlin, Amy, 70.n6
Richter, Tonio Sebastian: on classification of
child donations, 143; on emotions as culturally
encoded, 164; on fees paid by children and
their families to monasteries, 153.n30

Rosenwein, Barbara H., 165.n28, 165–166
Rousseau, Philip, on “father” as title in
Pachomian tradition, 57

sacrifice of Isaac: painting at Saint Anthony’s
Monastery, 101; paintings at Saint Catherine’s
Monastery, 87; retellings within monastic
milieu, 85, 94, 98; Shenoute on models of
fidelity and sacrifice, 106–107

Saint Antony’s Monastery at the Red Sea: master
artist Theodore and his team, 91; paintings of
child sacrifice, 86–91, 99–100, 100, 101;
religious community, 91–92

Saint Catherine’s Monastery in Mount Sinai:
Jephthah and his daughter, 88; paintings of
child sacrifice, 86–91, 99–100; religious
community, 91–92; sacrifice of Isaac, 87

Saint Stephen’s monastery (in Palestine), 47, 158
Saqqara, 23, 57, 63, 213
Satan, 12, 210
Scetis: cross-dressing monk Hilaria, 122; danger
posed by boys, 69; Daniel of Scetis, 51.n3;
father-son pairs, 32–34; and Naqlun, 24. See
also Carion and Zacharias

Schenke, Gesa, 42, 143
Seibert, Peter, 179.n82
Sessa, Kristina, 194.n16, 194
Shenoute: on accommodations for the ill, 153–155;
on burial customs for youth and junior monks,
156–158; on corporal punishment of children
(and perhaps novice monks), 135–137; criticism
of his monastic father Ebonh, 195–196; on
emotions, 175–176; on expulsion of children or
adult novices, 134, 140, 155–156; frivolity and
idleness of caregivers and teachers, 133; on
Jephtah and Abraham as models of fidelity and
sacrifice, 106–107; as leader of White
Monastery Federation, 22; masculine ascetic
identity, 78; pictured at Red Monastery, 203,
205, 206; prohibitions on sex with minors,
79–81. See also White Monastery Federation

Shenoute’s Monastery. See White Monastery
Federation

Sisoes, in Sayings of the Desert Fathers, 84, 92
slavery: in antebellum America, 10; in England,
10; language of, 10; in late antiquity, 7, 29, 38,
43, 44, 49, 53, 128

Sontag, Susan, 74, 76–77
Stoicism, 78, 79, 130, 167–169, 170, 172–173, 174,
182, 186. See also John Cassian, emotions,
Epictetus, Marcia L. Colish, Jerome.

Strubbe, Johan, 5.n25
Symeon Stylites, 75

terminology: Apa as a term for monastics, 36.n78,
36; for desire, 79–80. See also children—
terminology for children and youth

Thebes: petition to Bishop Pisentius, 6–7,
119

Theodore: age when joining Pachomian
community, 8, 45; raised by Pachomius,
48–49; as Pachomius’s successor, 214; and title
“father”, 57

Truth, Sojourner, 10
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United States of America, 10, 139

Van Dam, Raymond, 193
Verba Seniorum, retelling of the sacrifice of

Isaac, 85
virgin girls: house virgins, 2; and Jephthah’s

daughter, 103–104, 105–106, 107
Vuolanto, Ville: on familial continuity provided

by Christianity, 191–192; on intrafamilial
disputes, 8.n44; on orphanhood as topos in
hagiography, 39

White Monastery Federation, 70, 216; Apa
Ebonh as second leader, 195–196, 203, 213; Apa
Papnoute, 212, 213; consolidation of three

residences, 203; monastery for women, 203;
prohibitions on sex with minors, 79–81;
sheltering of children during crises, 47;
Shenoute as third leader, 22; Shenoute’s
letter to the women’s community about
punishment for disobedience, 135–136; special
regulation or exemptions for children,
139–140; terms for monks of different ranks or
status, 60–62, 62. See also Besa; Red
Monastery; Shenoute

Wipszycka, Ewa, 13.n62, 21

Zacharias. See Carion and Zacharias
Zosimus, narration of the story of Mary of
Egypt, 77
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