Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-60371-0 - Background to Indian Law
Sir George Claus Rankin

Frontmatter

More information

BACKGROUND TO
INDIAN LAW

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781316603710
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-60371-0 - Background to Indian Law
Sir George Claus Rankin

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781316603710
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-60371-0 - Background to Indian Law
Sir George Claus Rankin

Frontmatter

More information

BACKGROUND TO
INDIAN LAW

by

RT HON. SIR GEORGE CLAUS RANKIN
LL.D. (Edin.)

Sometime Chief Justice of Bengal

CAMBRIDGE
AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS
1946

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781316603710
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-60371-0 - Background to Indian Law
Sir George Claus Rankin

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 8Bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781316603710

© Cambridge University Press 1946

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1946
First paperback edition 2016

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
ISBN 978-1-316-60371-0 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781316603710
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-60371-0 - Background to Indian Law
Sir George Claus Rankin

Frontmatter
More information
CONTENTS
ParT I: CIVIL LAW
Preface page vii
Chapter 1. Civil Law before the Codes I
II. Codes as Law of the Land 22
III. Indian Succession Act 46
IV. Codes and Legislative Independence 59
V. Specific Performance in India 77
VI. The Fetter Drops 81
VII. Indian Contract Act 88
VIII. Indian Evidence Act 111
IX. Codification or Development 135
ParT II: CRIMINAL LAW

X. Criminal Law before the Penal Code:
Bengal, Agra and Madras 161
XI. Hindu Criminal Law: Bombay 185
XII. Indian Penal Code 197
List of Cases cited 218
Index 220

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781316603710
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-60371-0 - Background to Indian Law
Sir George Claus Rankin

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781316603710
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-60371-0 - Background to Indian Law
Sir George Claus Rankin

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE

I HAVE been impressed at times with the peculiarity of the
fate of very learned and able friends of mine who, as the reward
of exceptional knowledge and skill in the business matters of
England and Scotland, are suddenly required to turn a large
part of their attention to Indian appeals. What, at first, do they
think of them or make of them? What is their approach? So
too with learned counsel taken in to lead in a case about a waqf
or a debutter. Not many people in this country have any settled
notion of what we are doing in India administering law to
Indians, nor have means of readily acquiring a well-founded
notion of how we come to be doing so or of the principles which
we apply. Certain I am that when I went in 1918 to India to
engage upon the task, I had the smallest amount of information
and no real explanation of many facts of great historical im-
portance. It has occurred to me that a book could be written
of some interest and even, if but rarely, of some little help to
English lawyers and others forced or induced to embark upon
this very special law. This accounts for my having written the
present book, and I hope that it will not be without its uses.
These, however, will be indirect, occasional and fragmentary,
as the book is not really a manual of Indian law. I trust it does
not detract from its usefulness that I have desired to press upon
the English lawyer the really great work for India of Lord
Romilly, Maine and Stephen. That the Indian codes are worthy
of a better and more elaborate introduction than this will be
obvious, and someone better able than I am will assuredly write
it. The chapters on ‘Civil Law before the Codes’ and on the
‘Indian Penal Code’ were written originally as partof the series of
chapters which is now published, but they have already appeared
in the Law Quarterly Review of October 1942, and January 1944,
respectively. This accounts in the latter case for a certain amount
of repetition. It should be explained that the references to
Parliamentary Papers are throughout to the House of Commons

series.

G.C.R.
EDINBURGH

12 Fune 1945
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