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VAGRANCY IN THE VICTORIAN AGE

Vagrants were everywhere in Victorian culture. They wandered
through novels and newspapers, photographs, poems and periodicals,
oil paintings and illustrations. They appeared in a variety of forms in
a variety of places: ‘Gypsies’ and hawkers tramped the country, casual
paupers and loafers lingered in the city, and vagabonds and beach-
combers roved the colonial frontiers.

Uncovering the rich Victorian taxonomy of nineteenth-century
vagrancy for the first time, this interdisciplinary study examines how
assumptions about class, gender, race and environment shaped a
series of distinct vagrant types. At the same time it broaches new
ground by demonstrating that rural and urban conceptions of
vagrancy were repurposed in colonial contexts. Representational
strategies circulated globally as well as locally and were used to
articulate shifting fantasies and anxieties about mobility, poverty
and homelessness. These are traced through an extensive corpus of
canonical, ephemeral and popular texts as well as a variety of
visual forms.

ALISTAIR ROBINSON is an honorary research fellow at Birkbeck,
University of London.
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Nineteenth-century literature and culture have proved a rich field for interdisci-
plinary studies. Since 1994, books in this series have tracked the intersections and
tensions between Victorian literature and the visual arts, politics, gender and
sexuality, race, social organisation, economic life, technical innovations, scientific
thought — in short, culture in its broadest sense. Many of our books are now
classics in a field which since the series’ inception has seen powerful engagements
with Marxism, feminism, visual studies, post-colonialism, critical race studies,
new historicism, new formalism, transnationalism, queer studies, human rights
and liberalism, disability studies and global studies. Theoretical challenges and
historiographical shifts continue to unsettle scholarship on the nineteenth century
in productive ways. New work on the body and the senses, the environment and
climate, race and the decolonisation of literary studies, biopolitics and materiality,
the animal and the human, the local and the global, politics and form, queerness
and gender identities, and intersectional theory is re-animating the field. This
series aims to accommodate and promote the most interesting work being
undertaken on the frontiers of nineteenth-century literary studies, connecting
the field with the urgent critical questions that are being asked today. We seck to
publish work from a diverse range of authors, and stand for anti-racism, anti-
colonialism and against discrimination in all forms.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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For my parents,
Andrew and Alison
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