
Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51972-1 — The Anthropology of Intensity
Paul Kockelman 
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of Figures page xii

List of Tables xiv

Acknowledgments xv

List of Abbreviations xvii

Introduction: Intensity 1

Too Close for Comfort 1

Language, Culture, Environment 3

Grading, Gradients, Degradation, Grace 4

The Genealogy of Intensity 6

Temporality, Modality, Replenishment 11

From Small Potatoes to Unlivable Extremes 16

Affect and Intensity, Matter and Energy 21

Part I Grounds

1 Comparative Grounds 27

A Small-Scale Landslide 27

Introduction to Comparative Judgments 28

The Comparative Construction in Q’eqchi’ 32

The Context-Sensitivity of Comparative Grounds 34

Risk Assessment in Comparative Contexts 40

The Comparative Grounds of Sartorial Status and Shame 44

Ontology, Identity, and Performativity 48

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781316519721
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51972-1 — The Anthropology of Intensity
Paul Kockelman 
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

2 Causal Grounds 53

Landslides and Loss 53

Introduction to Gradients 55

Gradients as Grounds for Interpretation 56

Forcefields and Flows 58

Parasitic Forces 61

Communicating Causality 62

Action and Inference, Affect and Intuition 67

Reframing Causality 70

3 Grounding Experience 76

Channeling Intensity 76

The Grounds of Experience 82

Semiotic Practices as Continuous Processes 84

The Secret Heliotropism of Flowers 88

Grounding Materiality 92

Substance and Affordance Reframed 92

Machetes, Corncobs, and Mountains 95

The Grabbiness and Slipperiness of Experience 99

4 Grounding the Anthropocene 103

Cosmologies 103

Grace 104

You’re Getting Warmer 110

Thermodynamic Anthropology 111

Carnot Knowledge (and Power) 112

The Heat Engine as Time Machine 113

Part II Tensors

5 Intensifiers 117

Intimacy and Intensity 117

The Many Functions of Mas 118

The Larger System 121

Comparison Classes 130

Scaling Intensity 135

The History of Jwal 141

A Natural History of Assholery 144

Table of Contents

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781316519721
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51972-1 — The Anthropology of Intensity
Paul Kockelman 
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

6 The History of Mas 148

Más about Mas 148

Loans and Calques 152

Usage in the Twentieth Century 155

Comparative Strategies 162

Usage in the Late Nineteenth Century 164

The Genealogy of Mas 168

The Apperception of Mas 172

Linguistic Purism and the Purging of Mas 173

7 The Comparative Complex 176

Complexes, Constructions, Strategies 176

The Modern Construction Revisited 180

The ‘Pass-Before’ Construction 182

The Art of the Q’eqchi’ Language 186

The ‘Pass-Over’ Construction 188

Superlative and Equality Constructions 194

The ‘Multiples-of’ Construction 196

The Aggregation (and Degradation) of Grounds 199

8 Sentences and their Shadows 204

The Many Functions of ‘More’ 204

Presupposed and Asserted Contents 208

Moreness, Existence, Negation 213

More and Else 217

Quantity More Constructions 222

Temporal Comparatives 224

Only Constructions 226

Also Constructions 232

Two, Too, and Taboo 235

Part III Thresholds

9 Temporality and Replacement 243

Being and Time 243

Relations, References, Replacement 247

Neither Commodity Nor Singularity 250

Repetition and Interruption 254

Table of Contents

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781316519721
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51972-1 — The Anthropology of Intensity
Paul Kockelman 
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Reversibility and Irreversibility 257

Reckoning and Regimentation 260

Roots and Fruits 265

Ontology and Cosmology 266

Scaling Genealogy 268

10 Temporal Thresholds 271

Phase Transitions in Truth Conditions 271

Dual Groups and Duplex Categories 273

Anyway, Unless, and Until 279

From No Longer to Not Again 285

From Repetition to Restitution 289

The Doubling of Dual Operators 292

From Ethnography to Inquisition 296

11 Modality and Worlding 298

The Ties That Bind 298

Ability 301

Possibility 306

Negated Possibility 311

Necessity and Obligation 312

Telic Modality 317

Economy and Agency 319

Grounding Worlds That Could Be Otherwise 325

12 Modal Thresholds 327

Not Having Enough 327

To Suffice or Satisfy 329

Insufficient and Incomplete 332

Really and Truly 336

Pure and Authentic 340

Not Yet and No Longer Enough 341

Avoiding Responsibilities 344

Lacking Capacities 347

Excess and Affect 352

Table of Contents

x

www.cambridge.org/9781316519721
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51972-1 — The Anthropology of Intensity
Paul Kockelman 
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Conclusion: The Ecological Self 356

Enough Already 356

Modal Intensifiers 358

Temporal Operators 360

The Chronotopology of Intensity 362

Grounding the Anthropocene (Continued) 366

References 369

Index 379

Table of Contents

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781316519721
www.cambridge.org

