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What counts as too close for comfort? How can an entire room suddenly

feel restless at the imminence of a yet unknown occurrence? And who

decides whether or not we are already in an age of unliveable extremes? The

anthropology of intensity studies how humans encounter and communi-

cate the continuous and gradable features of social and environmental

phenomena in everyday interactions. Focusing on the last twenty years of

life in a Mayan village in the cloud forests of Guatemala, this book provides

a natural history of intensity in exceedingly tense times, through a careful

analysis of ethnographic and linguistic evidence. It uses intensity as a way

to reframe Anthropology in the age of the Anthropocene, and rethinks

classic work in the formal linguistic tradition from a culture-specific and

context-sensitive stance. It is essential reading for not only anthropologists

and linguists, but also ecologically oriented readers, critical theorists, and

environmental scientists.

PAUL KOCKELMAN is Professor of Anthropology at Yale University. His

books include Kinds of Value: An Experiment in Modal Anthropology
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Computation (Oxford University Press).

www.cambridge.org/9781316519721
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51972-1 — The Anthropology of Intensity
Paul Kockelman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

new departures in anthropology

New Departures in Anthropology is a book series that focuses on emerging

themes in social and cultural anthropology. With original perspectives and

syntheses, authors introduce new areas of inquiry in anthropology, explore

developments that cross disciplinary boundaries, and weigh in on current

debates. Every book illustrates theoretical issues with ethnographic material

drawn from current research or classic studies, as well as from literature,

memoirs, and other genres of reportage. The aim of the series is to produce

books that are accessible enough to be used by college students and

instructors, but will also stimulate, provoke and inform anthropologists at

all stages of their careers. Written clearly and concisely, books in the series

are designed equally for advanced students and a broader range of readers,
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