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native-speaker competence, 12, 217–18

pro-form test, 84–5

relative clauses, 27–8

accusative, 105, 131

accusative objects, 39

accusative singular, 39

active–passive pairs, 102–4

Adjective Phrase (AP)

constituency tests, 69–75

syntactic diagnostics, 40

adjectives

internal arguments, 184–5

lexical categories, 36

morphological diagnostics, 39

adjunction transformations, 121

adjuncts, 65, 95–6

adpositions, 36–7

adverbs, 39

lexical categories, 36

word order, 159

Agent (argument structure), 102

agreement

functional categories, 37–8

wh-movement, 109–11

anaphors, 131–41

antecedent–anaphor relations, 132–41

antecedents, 63–71

arbitrary implicit argument, 193–4

argument structure, 102–104, 184–5

artificial languages, 4–7

auxiliaries, 39–42

child language, 201

subject-auxiliary inversion, 90, 101–2

types of movement rules, 100–4

wh-movement, 109–11

X′-theory, 89–90

binding, 130

anaphors, 132–41

the binding principles, 144–6

coindexing, 131–2

pronouns, 130–2, 142–3

R-expressions, 143–4

variables, principle C and movement, 146–53

bleeding order, 200

body language, 6–7

bracketing see labelled bracketing

branches (tree diagrams), 46

building rules, 100

building structure, 119

see also Phrase-Structure rules

case (in English), 130–1

case marking, 39

Catalan, 8

categorial features, 86

categories, 36

identification of, 44

lexical and functional, 36

morphological diagnostics for, 38–9

phonological diagnostics, 42

and semantics, 42–3

syntactic diagnostics, 39–42

causative reading, 107–8

centre-embedding, 27–30

child language, 201

Chinese

V-to-T movement, the Head Parameter and 

wh-movement, 175–6

wh-movement, 172–4, 206–8

classifiers, 157

clause structure, 216

clause type, 110–11

clauses, 23–4

wh-movement, 109–11

X′-theory and functional categories,  

87–95

clefting, 61–3

cognitive perspective on language, 9–12

coindexing, 131–2, 134

competence

native speakers, 12, 217–18

and performance, 30

complement-clause structure, 57–9

Complementiser Phrase (CP), 94–5, 110
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complements

Phrase-Structure rules, 82–7

wh-movement, 114–15

Complex NP Constraint (CNPC), 124–5

computer-programming languages, 5

conjugation, 18–19

constituency, 46–7, 215

constituency tests, 59–75, 87–95

constituent-command (c-command), 135–9

intervention, 139–40

movement, 147

constituent structure, 36

hierarchical relations, 45–7

phrasal constituents, 44–5

constructed languages, 6

coordination, constituency tests, 61, 68, 71

copy-deletion rule, 101–2

copy, head-movement, 101–2

culture, language as part of, 4

D-structure (deep structure), 180, 187–90, 211–12

Logical Form (LF), 203–11

Phonological Form (PF), 195–203

dative singular, 39

declarative, 39–42, 58–9, 100–1, 110–11

declension, 39

definite article, 17–18

deletion rules, 100

dependency relations, 215

determiners, 37–8

dialects, 8–9

disjunctive ordering, 185–6

distributional tests, 39–42

do-support, 92–3

dominance, hierarchical relations, 46–7

E-language, 10–12, 31

echo questions, 106

ellipsis

constituency tests, 61, 66–8, 72

X′-theory, 84–6, 89–90

endocentric phrases, 81–2

English

comparison with Italian, 17–22, 31–2, 217–18

as cultural concept, 4

defining Standard English, 8–9

emergence of Standard English, 8

‘good’ English vs native speech, 7–8

history of language, 4–5

tacit knowledge, 15

theory of syntax, 153–4, 156

V-to-T movement, the Head Parameter and 

wh-movement, 175–6

‘English speakers’ as term, 12

Esperanto, 6

ethnolects, 9

evidential markers, 157

exocentric phrases, 81–2

Experiencers, 181–2

external arguments, 181–2, 184–5

feeding order, 200

fictional languages, 6

finite subordinate clauses, 58–9

first person, 130–1

fish

lexical entries, 186–7

six- and seven-fish sentences, 25–30

and some relative clauses, 22–5

tacit knowledge, 15–22

formal theory, 11

fragments, 61

constituency tests, 68, 69

X′-theory, 89–90

French

V-to-T movement, the Head Parameter and 

wh-movement, 175–6

verb positions, 157–60

fronting, 61–2, 65

functional categories, 36, 157

gender (in English), 130–1

gendered nouns, 20–21

generic reading of NP, 21–2

German

dialects, 4–5

syntax in, 165–71

V-to-T movement, the Head Parameter and 

wh-movement, 175–6

grammar, architecture of, 179, 211–2

D-structure, 180, 187–90

the lexicon, 179–87

Logical Form (LF), 180, 203–11

a model of grammar, 179–80

Phonological Form (PF), 180, 195–203

S-structure, 180, 190–5

see also Universal Grammar (UG)

grammaticality

and acceptability, 35–6

binding theory, 131–2

competence, 27–8

Phrase-Structure rules, 52–5, 75–6

recursion, 55–9

structural descriptions, 51

syntactic categories, 44

wh-movement, 107–108, 113–14

harmonic word-order patterns, 163

head-final, 163, 172

head-initial pattern, 162

head-movement, 101–2

across five languages, 175–6

S-structure, 190–5

‘target head’, 119–20
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head of the phrase, 81

Head Parameter, 163, 217

hierarchical relations

constituent structure, 45–7

X′-theory, 86

Homo sapiens, 4

I-language, 10–11

linguistic theory, 31–2

and performance, 30

in relation to syntax, 35

Universal Grammar, 156–7

idiolects, 9

immediate constituency, 46–7

immediate dominance, 46–7

indefinite interpretation of NP, 21–2

indicative mood, 18–19

indices, coindexing, 131–2, 134

indirect questions, 58–9, 112–18

Indo-European dialects, 5

infinitival clauses, 58–9

inflectional endings, 16

interface levels, 180

intermediate projection, 86

internal arguments, 181–2, 184–5

interpretative rules, 130

anaphors, 131–41

the binding principles, 144–6

pronouns, 130–2, 142–3

R-expressions, 131, 143–4

variables, principle C and movement,  

146–53

intervention, c-command, 139–40

intransitive verbs, 107–108

intrinsic ordering, 200

island constraints, 124–5

Italian, comparison with English, 17–22, 31–2, 

217–18

Japanese

head-final, 172

V-to-T movement, the Head Parameter and 

wh-movement, 175–6

word order, 161–3, 169–70

labelled bracketing, 16, 19

hierarchical relations, 45–7

Phrase-Structure rules, 52–5

structural descriptions, 51

language

as concept vs individual languages, 3–4

natural vs artificial, 4–7

perspectives on, 7–9

theory of syntax, 153–4

see also syntax beyond English

language acquisition, 10

language design, 10

language faculty, 10

language instinct, 10

Left Branch Constraint (LBC), 123–4

lexical categories, 36

the lexicon, 179–87, 211

lingua franca, 6

linguistics

scientific approach, 1–3

sub-disciplines, 1

Linnean taxonomy, 4

local rules, 118–22

logic

computer-programming languages, 5

predicate logic, 204–5

Logical Form (LF), 180, 203–11

S-structure, 194–5, 211–12

marked options (word order), 163

maximal projection, 86

modals, 92–3

modifiers, Phrase-Structure rules, 82–7

mood

functional categories, 37–8

wh-movement, 109–11

morphological diagnostics, 38–9

morphology, 1

movement, causes of, 217

movement, characterisation of, 127, 146

movement rules, 100

conclusions about, 217

nature of, 118–22

S-structure, 190–5

types of, 100–4, 119–20, 126–7

variables, principle C and movement, 146–53

see also wh-movement

multiple questions, 106–7

music, as a language, 6–7

N′-ellipsis, 85–6

narrow syntax, 194–5

native-speaker competence, 12, 217–18

‘natural kind’, 17–18

natural languages

scientific approach, 9–12

vs artificial, 4–7

negation rule, 90

negative concord, 7

nodes (tree diagrams), 46

nominative case marking, 39, 131

nominative singular, 39

Noun Phrase (NP)

binding, 147–8

centre-embedding, 28–9

fish, 17–18, 26–7

generic vs indefinite interpretation, 17–18

NP-movement, 102–4

phrasal constituents, 45
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Phrase-Structure rules, 55–9

possible and impossible PS-rules, 79–80

pro-forms, 63–71

R-expressions, 143–4

syntactic diagnostics, 40

wh-movement, 61, 109–11, 122–5

X′-theory, 82–4

nouns

fish, 15–22

internal arguments, 184–5

lexical categories, 36

lexical entries, 186–7

morphological diagnostics, 38–9

semantic criteria, 42–3

NP-movement, 102–4

existence of parameter, 174

kinds of NP positions, 151

S-structure, 190–5

structure of, 120

target of, 121

number (in English), 130–1

operator-variable structures, 149

operators, 149

pair-list interpretation, 209–10

parameters of variation, 157

parts of speech, 42–3

passives

languages without, 174

NP-movement, 101–2, 120, 151, 193

Patient (argument structure), 102

performance

and competence, 30

relative clauses, 27–8

periphrastic tense, 168–9

permutation

clefting, 62–3

tests, 70–5

X′-theory, 89–90

person, 130–1

see also pronouns

philosophy of mind, 11

phonological diagnostics, 42

Phonological Form (PF), 180, 195–203

S-structure, 194–5, 211–12

phonology, 1

phrasal category, 17–18

phrasal constituents, 44–5

phrasal stress, 42

phrase markers, 45–7

Phrase-Structure (PS) rules

as building rules, 100

conclusions about, 217

constituency tests, 59–75

D-structure, 187–90

distinguishing from movement rules, 118–22

interpretative rules, 130

possible and impossible, 78–80

recursion, 55–9

as structural descriptions, 52–5, 75–6, 99

X′-theory, 80–7

X′-theory, adjuncts in, 95–6

X′-theory and functional categories, 87–95

pied-piping, 105–6

plurals

English vs Italian, 20–1

morphological diagnostics, 38–9

postpositions, 162–4

predicate, 22–3, 40

predicate logic, 204–5

preposition stranding, 105–6

Prepositional Phrase (PP)

pro-forms, 63–71

syntactic diagnostics, 40

prepositions

external arguments, 184–5

lexical categories, 36

Phrase-Structure rules, 60–1

word order, 162–4

present tense, English vs Italian, 18–20

Principle A, 151–3

Principle B, 149–51

Principle C, 146–53

pro-forms

constituency tests, 61, 63–71

X′-theory, 84–6, 95–6

progressive forms, 40

projection of categorial features, 86

Projection Principle, 187–90, 193–4, 205–6

pronouns

constituency tests, 63–71

interpretative rules, 130–2, 142–3

second-person, 16, 17

propositions, X′-theory, 90

PS rules see Phrase-Structure rules

psych-verbs, 181–3

Q-feature, 114–15, 119–20

quantified expression, 148

quantifier-scope ambiguities, 208–9

quantifiers, 149, 186, 203–11

R-expressions, 131

interpretative rules, 143–4

proper-name subject, 148

reciprocal pronouns, 131

see also anaphors

reconstruction, 210

recoverability, 65–6

recursion, 55–9

reflexive pronouns, 131

see also anaphors

relative clause, 23–4, 27–30
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S-structure (surface structure), 180, 190–5, 

211–12

Logical Form (LF), 203–11

Phonological Form (PF), 195–203

satellite words, 21–2, 37

scientific approach to linguistics, 1–3, 9–12

second-person pronouns, 16, 17

semantics, 1, 42–3

sign language, 5–6

sociopolitical perspective, 8

sociolects, 9

Specifiers, Phrase-Structure rules, 82–7

Standard English, 8, 9

stress (phonology), 42

string-vacuous movement, 113

strong crossover, 151–2

structural descriptions

constituency tests, 59–75

grammaticality, 51

Phrase-Structure rules, 52–5, 75–6, 99

possible and impossible PS-rules, 78–80

presentation of, 51

recursion, 55–9

syntactic representations, 29

subject-auxiliary inversion, 39–40, 90, 101–2, 

114–15

subject-object-verb (SOV) word order

French vs English, 157–60

Japanese, 161–3

X′-theory, 160–4

subject questions, 112–18

subject-verb-object (SVO) word order

French vs English, 157–60

German, 165–71

substitution, 121

substitution transformations, 121

syntactic diagnostics, 39–42

syntactic representations, 29

syntactic theory, goal of, 32

syntax

as constituent structure, 35–6

I-language, 35

as sub-discipline, 1

syntax beyond English, 156

approaching Universal Grammar, 156–7

German, 165–71

verb positions in French and English, 157–60

wh-movement, 171–4

word order and X′-theory, 160–4

T-to-C movement

S-structure, 192

subject-auxiliary inversion, 114–15

target of, 122

word order, 168–9

tacit knowledge, 15

fish, 15–22

fish and some relative clauses, 22–5

linguistic theory, 31–2

six- and seven-fish sentences, 25–30

teleological perspective, 8, 9

tense

functional categories, 37–8

wh-movement, 109–11

TenseP (TP), 92–5, 110, 122–5

terminal nodes (tree diagrams), 46

thematic roles, 102, 180

third-person plural, 18–19

to, 92–3

Tolkien, J. R. R., 6

topic, fronting, 61–2

trace, head-movement, 101–2

transformations, 100

see also movement rules

tree diagrams, 45–7

local PS-rules, 118–22

Phrase-Structure rules, 52–5

structural descriptions, 51

truth conditions, 148

unbounded dependency, 117–18

Undergoer of the action (argument structure), 102

ungrammatical language see grammaticality

Universal Grammar (UG)

competence, 12

language acquisition, 10

syntax beyond English, 156–7

universal quantifiers, 186

V-to-T movement, 171, 175–6

V-to-T parameter, 159–60, 167

Verb Phrase (VP)

fish, 22–3, 26–7

phrasal constituents, 45

Phrase-Structure rules, 55–9

possible and impossible PS-rules, 79–80

syntactic diagnostics, 40

VP-ellipsis, 66–8

wh-movement, 61, 109–11, 122–5

X′-theory, 82–4

verb positions, French and English, 157–60

verb second, 165

see also subject-verb-object (SVO) word order

verbs

English vs Italian, 18–19

external arguments, 184–5

fish, 15–22

lexical categories, 36

lexical entries, 186–7

morphological diagnostics, 38–9

semantic criteria, 42–3

weak crossover, 151–2

Weinreich, Max, 8
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wh-islands, 124

wh-movement, 61–2, 104–12

across five languages, 175–6

binding, 147–8

limitations, 122–5

Logical Form (LF), 205–6

long-distance, 112–18

nature of, 118–22

S-structure, 190–5

syntax beyond English, 171–4

wh-phrase, 104, 120–1

wh-questions, 104

wide scope, 208–9

word order

syntax beyond English, 160–4

verb positions in French and English, 157–60

word stress, 42

World Atlas of Language Structures (WALS), 160, 

163–5, 171–4

‘X′-schema’ for PS-rules, 83

X′-theory, 80–7

adjuncts in, 95–6

conclusions about, 217

functional categories, 87–95

syntax beyond English, 160–4

template for categories, 99

Universal Grammar, 156–7
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