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 Corinthians, 

ʿAbbasids (–), 
abduction. See motifs
Abgar (fl. first century), king, 
Abu Mina, Egypt, , 
Abuzard, , –, 
Achilles Tatius (fl. nd century), , 

Leucippe and Clitophon, , , , 
Acts of Andrew, 
Acts of Cyrus and John, –
Acts of Paul, , , , , –, –, ,

–, –, , , , , ,
. See also Acts of Paul and Thecla

Acts of Paul and Thecla, –, , , –, , ,
–, , , , , , , , ,
–, –, , –, , , ,
, –, , –, , ,
, , , , , , , ,
, , , , , –,
–, , –, , ,
–, , , , , –,
–, –, , , , ,


Acts of Peter, 
Acts of Philip, 
Acts of the Apostles, , , , , , ,

, 
Acts of Thecla. See Acts of Paul and Thecla
Acts of Thomas, 
Acts of Xanthippe and Polyxena, , ,

–, –, , 
Adrianople, 
adventure. See motifs
Aethelthryth (–), Abbess of Ely, 
Agathangelos, , , , –, ,

–

History, , –, , –
Aldhelm (–), Abbot of Malmesbury, ,

, 
De virginitate, 

Alexander, , , , , , , , , ,
, , , –, , 

Alexander Romance, 
Alexandria, , , –, , –,

, , –, –, , ,
–, , 

Ambrose of Milan (d. ), bishop, –
Ad Simplicianum, 
Ad Vercellensem ecclesiam, 
De virginibus, 

Amra Choluim Chille, 
Antioch, , , , , , –, , , ,

, , , , , , , ,
, , , 

Apocalypse of Adam, 
Apocalypse of Paul, 
Apocryphal Acts, –, 
Apocryphon of John, , 
Apolinaria, , , 
APT. See Acts of Paul and Thecla
Apuleius (c. –), 

Florida, 
Metamorphoses, 

Arete, , –, , 
Arsacids

of Armenia (–), 
assault. See motifs
Athanasius of Alexandria (d. ), bishop, ,

–

De virginitate, 
Life of Antony, 

ʿAttār. See Farīd al-Dīn ʿAttār
(c. –c. )

Augustine of Hippo (–), bishop, , ,
–

Confessions, 
De civitate Dei, 
De haeresibus ad Quodvultdeum, 
De sancta virginitate, , 

autonomy, 
female, , , –


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ʿAwfī (–), 
Tale of the Virtuous Woman, 

AXP. See Acts of Xanthippe and Polyxena

baptism, , , , , , , , , –,
–, –, , , , , ,
, , , , , , , ,
, , 

Basil of Ancyra (d. c. ), bishop
On Virginity, 

Basil of Caesarea (-), bishop, –
Basil of Seleucia (d. c. ), bishop, . See also

Life and Miracles of Thecla
Basilla, , 
Bassus, , –, 
beauty. See motifs
Bede (d. ), , 

Historia ecclesiastica, 
Martyrology, 

Book of Thecla, –, , , –
Book of Women, , 
Brigit bé bithmaith, 
Brigit, saint, 
Bryene, , –, , 
Bukhara, 

Caena Cypriani, 
Caesarea, –, 
Cain, –, 
Cainites, –, –, , 
calendars, , , 

Menologia, , 
Carthage, , 
Chalcedonians, 
Chariton, 

Chaereas and Callirhoe, , 
Charles I (–), king, 
chastity, –, , , , , , ,

, , , , , , , ,
, , , 

defense of, , , 
preservation of, , , , , , 
valorization of, 

Christ, , , , , , , , , –, ,
, –, , , , , ,
, –, , , , , ,
, , –, , , , ,
, , , 

Bride of, , , , , 
as Bridegroom, , –, , , , ,

, , 
Handmaiden of, 
Slave of, , 

Christianity
Armenian, , , 

early, , , –
Eastern, 
establishment of, 
growth of, 
Syriac, , , 
Western, 

Christina, –, 
Church
Alexandrian, 
Armenian, , , 
Coptic, 
Ethiopian, 
Great, , 
Greek, , 
North African, , , , 
of the East, , 
proto-Orthodox, 
Syrian Orthodox, , 

Claudian (c. –c. ), 
Carmina Minora, , 

Clement of Alexandria (–), 
Stromata, 

Clitophon, 
Colum Cille (d. ), saint, 
Commendatio animae. See Commendation of the

Soul
Commendation of the Soul, , , –
Commodian (fl. rd century)
Carmen Apologeticum, 

Constantina, –, –
Contra Celsum. See Origen (d. ): Against

Celsius
conversion, –, , , , , –,

–, , , , , , ,
, , , 

spiritual, , , , 
Conversion of Cyprian of Antioch, –, , 
Council
of Nicaea (), , , 
Vatican

Second, 
cross-dressing. See motifs
Cynics, 
Cyprian of Antioch (d. ), saint, , 
Cyprian of Carthage (d. ), bishop, 
Cyril of Alexandria (–), bishop, 
Cyrus (Alexandrian martyr), –

Daniel, , , 
death-before-death. See Fanāʾ billāh
desire. See motifs
Diocletian (r. –), Roman emperor, , 
Diotima, –, , –, 
disguise. See motifs
Dublin, 

Index 
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East Africa, 
Egeria (fl. th century), , , 

Itinerarium, 
Egypt, , , , –, , , ,



Lower, , 
Middle, 

Elias (fl. th century), , , 
Life of John of Tella, , , , , ,



Epiphanius of Salamis (d. ), bishop
Panarion, , , 

Epistle of Pelagia, , –, –, 
eros, , , 
Ethiopia, , 
Eudocia, 
Eugenia, , , –, , , –,

, , , , –, , ,
, , , –, –,
–

Euphrosyne, , 
Eusebia, –, 
Eusebius of Caesarea (d. ), bishop

An Assembly of Ancient Martyrs, 
Ecclesiastical History, , 

Eusebius of Emesa (d. c. ), bishop
Homily  On the Martyrs, 
On Virginity, 

ʿĒzānā (d. ), ruler of Ethiopia, 

Falconilla, , , , 
Fanāʾ billāh, , , 
Farīd al-Dīn ʿAttār (c. –c. ), ,

–, , 
Ilāhīnāmah, , , , –
Tale of the Virtuous Woman, –, ,

, , –, –, –,


Tazkirat al-awliyaʾ, 
Faustus of Byzantium (fl. th century)

History of Armenia, , , 
Febronia, , –, , –, 
Feqerta Krestos, 
fidelity. See motifs
Filaster of Brescia (–), bishop

Diversarum Hereseon Liber, 

Gadla samāʿtāt, , –, , 
Gadla

_
Tēqalā, 

Gaul, , –
Gelasian Sacramentary, 
Gellone Sacramentary, 
Génair Pátraic, 
Gnosticism, , , 
Gnostics, , –, –, 

Gospel of Judas, –, –, , , 
Gospel of the Egyptians, 
Goths, 
Gregory of Nazianzus (d. ), archbishop, , 

Contra Julianum, 
Poemata Moralia, , 

Gregory of Nyssa (d. ), archbishop, , 
Life of Macrina, 

Gregory of Tours (–), bishop, 

Hagia Thecla, 
Handmaiden of God, , . See also Christ,

Handmaiden of
harlots

holy, 
Helia, , , –, , 
Heliodorus (fl. th century)

Aethiopica, 
Hildelith, abbess, 
Hippolytus of Rome (d. )

In Danielem, 
Holy Book of the Great Invisible Spirit. See Gospel

of the Egyptians
homilies, , 
Hṙip‘simē. See Rhipsime
Hymn On the Saintly Women, 

Iconium, , , , , , , , , , ,
, , 

intertextuality, –, , , , 
Iran, , , –
Ireland, , , , –
Irenaeus of Lyon (–), bishop, , , 

Adversus Haereses, –, , , 
Isaac, 
Isidore of Pelusium (d. c. ), 
ʾIyasus Moʾa (–), 

Jacob, 
Jacobus de Voragine (–), archbishop



Golden Legend, 
Jerome of Stridon (d. ), , , –

Adversus Vigilantium, –
Chronicles, 
De Viris Illustribus, , , 
Epistle , 
Indiculus de haeresibus, 
Letter to Eustochium, , 

John (Alexandrian martyr), –
John Chrysostom (d. ), archbishop, 

Ad populum Antiochenum, 
De Virginitate, 

John Moschos (c. –), 
Spiritual Meadow, 
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John of Tella (d. ), bishop, , –,
–, 

John, apostle, , 
Judas Iscariot, apostle, , , , 
Julian the Apostate (–), Byzantine

emperor, 

Karlsruhe Calendar, , 
Koutloumous

Imperial Menology, 
Krestos Śemrā (fl. th century), 
Kulaynī (d. ), –
Kyrillos Loukaris (–), patriarch, 

Leo VI (–), Byzantine emperor, 
Leucippe, –, 
Libelli precum, 
Life and Martyrdom of Eudocia, –
Life and Martyrdom of Eugenia. See Life of

Eugenia
Life and Martyrdom of Susanna, 
Life and Miracles of Thecla, , , , ,

, , –, –, , 
Life and Passion of Eugenia. See Life of Eugenia
Life of Adrian and Nataly, 
Life of Andronikos and Athanasia, 
Life of Apolinaria, 
Life of Constantina, , , , –
Life of Eudocia. See Life and Martyrdom of

Eudocia
Life of Eugenia, , , , , , ,

–, –, , , , ,
, , , , , , , ,
–

Life of Euphrosyne of Alexandria, , ,
–, 

Life of Eusebia called Xenê, , , , ,
–

Life of Helia, , , , , , 
Life of Mary called Marinos, 
Life of Matrona of Perge, , , 
Life of Melania, 
Life of Pelagia, 
Life of Theodora of Alexandria, , 
Life of Theophano, 
lions. See motifs
LM. See Life and Miracles of Thecla
Longus (fl. nd century)

Daphnis and Chloe, 
love. See motifs
Lucia, , 

Macedonia, , 
Majnūn (fl. th century), 
Mani (d. c. ), 

Manichaeans, 
marriage, , , , , , , , , ,

, , –, , , , ,
, 

celibate, , 
eschatological, , , 
renunciation of, , –, , , ,

, , –
Martyrdom of ʿAbda da-Mši

_
ha, 

Martyrdom of Agatha, 
Martyrdom of Alexander and Antonina, 
Martyrdom of Badmo, 
Martyrdom of Bassus and Susanna, , , ,

, , 
Martyrdom of Behnam and Sarah, 
Martyrdom of Christina, 
Martyrdom of Cyrus and John. See Acts of Cyrus

and John
Martyrdom of Febronia, , , , –,

, , , 
Martyrdom of Galaktion and Episteme, 
Martyrdom of Lucia, 
Martyrdom of Matthew, 
Martyrdom of Narsai, 
Martyrdom of Paese and Thecla, , , ,

–, –, 
Martyrdom of Paul, 
Martyrdom of Polycarp, 
Martyrdom of Saba Pirgušnasp, 
Martyrdom of Shenoufe and His Brethren, 
Martyrdom of Thaddaeus and Sanduxt, ,

–

Martyrdom of the Brothers of Lentini, 
Martyrdom of the Holy Samaritan Woman

Photine, 
Martyrdom of Thecla and Her Companions, ,

, –, . See also Gadla
_
T ēqalā

Martyrdom of Theodora and Didumos, 
Martyrologium Hieronymianum, , 
Martyrology of Tallaght, , 
Mary Magdalene, 
Mary, Virgin, Mother of the Lord, , –,

, , , 
Ma

_
s
_
hafa

_
T ēqalā. See Book of Thecla

Maštoc‘ (d. ), 
Matrona, , 
Mattidia, , 
Maximus of Turin (b. ), bishop, 
Sermon for St. Agnes, 

Mazdeism
Armenian, 

Mediterranean, , , , , , ,


Melanthia, , –, , 
Menas, saint, , 
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Menologia. See Calendars
Methodius of Olympus (–), bishop, ,

, , , , , –, ,
, –

Symposium, , , , , , , 
Milan, 
Minucius Felix (d. )

Octavius, 
Miracles of Thecla. See Life and Miracles of Thecla
motifs

abduction, –, 
adventure, , , , , , 
assault, , , , , , , , , ,



beauty, , , , , , , ,
–, –, , , 

contemplation of, 
dissimulation of, , –, –,



manifestation of the divine, 
wrong response to, 

clothes
tearing of, , , –, 

cross-dressing, , , , –,
–, –, , –, ,
–, , 

temporary, 
desire, –, , , , , , , ,

, , , , –, ,
–, , –, –, ,
, 

disguise, , , , , , , ,
–, –, , , , ,
, , 

fidelity, , 
fire-in-water, 
hair, cutting of, , , , , –,

, , –, –, , 
lions, , , –, , , , 
love, , , , –, , , –,

–, , , , 
at first hearing, , , 
at first sight, , 
brotherly, 
commentary on, 
debate on, 
eschatological, , , 
of the divine, , , 
of God for humanity, , , 
paternal, 
transcendental, 
triangle, 
unrequited, 
virginal, 

prison, , , 

devotion to teacher at, , , 
reunion in, 
teaching in, , 
visiting, , 

Scheintod, , , 
shipwreck, , , 
storms, , , , 
stranger, , , , , , , 
torture, , , , , , , , , , ,

–, , , , –, ,
, , , , 

travel, –, , , –, , ,
, , –, , , , ,
, , 

MPTh. See Martyrdom of Paese and Thecla
Muhammad al-Afšīn (d. ), emir of

Azerbaijan, 

Nebuchadnezzar (– BCE), 
Nersēs (–), Armenian Catholicos, 
Ní car Brigit búadach bith, 
Nicephoros Callistos (–), 

Historia ecclesiastica, 
Niceta of Remesiana (–), bishop

On the Fall of Susanna, 
Nishapur, , , 
Novels, ancient Greek. See Romances, ancient

Oengus (d. ), bishop, 
Félire Óengusso, , –, –, , ,

–

Ophites, , , , 
Orationes Cypriani, , 
Origen (d. )

Against Celsius, , 
Ovid ( BCE–/ CE), 

Metamorphoses, 

Paese, , , –, , , ,


Palestine, 
Parthians ( BCE– CE), 
Passion of Agnes, 
Passion of Cyriacus and Paula, 
Passion of Eugenia. See Life of Eugenia
Passion of Gallicanus, John, and Paul, 
Passion of Pelagia of Tarsus, , 
Paul (Egyptian martyr), , , –,

–, 
Paul, apostle, –, , –, , –, ,

–, –, , –, , , ,
–, , , , , ,
–, –, , , –,
–, , , , , , ,
, , –, , , , ,

 Index
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, , , , , –, ,
, –, 

Pawle, , –
Pelagia (holy harlot), 
Pelagia (martyr), , , , 
Persian Empire. See Sasanian Empire (–)
Persian Martyr Acts, , 
Peter, apostle, , , –, , , ,



Philip, –
Photine, 
Plato (d.  BCE)

Symposium, , , –, , 
Plutarch (–c. )

Erotic Dialogue, 
Polyxena, –
prison. See motifs
Prodigies of Thecla, 
Prothus and Hyacinthus, , 
Psalms of the Wanderers, 
Pseudo-Alcuin

Officia per ferias, 
Pseudo-Athanasius

Life of Saint Syncletica, 
Pseudo-Basil

On Virginity, 
Pseudo-Clement

Recognitions, , –, 
Pseudo-Gelasian Decree, , 
Pseudo-Hippolytus

Refutatio omnium haeresium, 
Pseudo-Lucian

Dialogue on Loves, 
Pseudo-Tertullian

Adversus omnes haereses, 

Rābiʿah of Basra (d. ), saint, 
Radegund (–), queen of the Franks, 
reception, , , , , , , –, , ,

, , , , , , , ,
, , , –, 

Rheinau Sacramentary, , , 
Rhipsime, , , , –, –, 
Roman Empire, , , 
Romances, ancient, , –, , , , ,

, , , , –
Rome, , , , , , , , ,



Saklas, 
Salām, –, 
Saltair na Rann, , , , , –
Sanduxt, –, –
Sasanian Empire (–), , 
Scheintod. See motifs

Seleucia, , , , , , –, , 
Senkessār. See Synaxarium
Seth, , 
Sethianism, 
Severus of Antioch (d. ), patriarch, 
Shapur II (–), Sasanian king, , 
shipwreck. See motifs
Socrates (c. – BCE), , –, ,



Menexenus, 
Philoctetes, 

Sophronius of Jerusalem (–), bishop
Miracles of Cyrus and John, 

storms. See motifs
storytellers, 
female, , –

stranger. See motifs. See also Thecla of Iconium
Sufis, , , , , , 
Sufism, , 
Sulamī (d. ), 
Sulpicius Severus (–), 
Dialogues, , 

Susanna, –, –, 
Symposios (c. -), Arian bishop, 
Synaxarium, , , –, –, , 

T‘ovma Arcruni (fl. th–th century)
History of Arcruni, 

Takla Hāymānot (b. ), 
Tale of the Virtuous Woman. See Farīd al-Dīn

ʿAttār (c. –c. )
Tallaght, , 
Teaching of Addai, 
Tertullian (b. c. ), , , , , , –,

, –, –, –, , ,


de Baptismo, , , , –, , , –,
–, , , 

Thaddaeus, apostle, 
Thamyris, –, –, , –, ,



Thaʿālibī (–), 
Thaʿlabī (d. ), 
Thecla (Egyptian martyr), , , –,

, 
Thecla (Persian martyr), , , , 
Thecla of Iconium, , , –, , ,

–

as apostle, , , –, , , , 
as ascetic, , 
as confessor, , 
as evangelizer, , 
as healer, 
as intercessor, –, , 
as leader, , 
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Thecla of Iconium (cont.)
as apostle, , 
as model, , –, , , , , , ,

, –, , , , , ,
, –, , , , , ,
, 
for baptisms, , 
of chastity, 
of forbearance, , , 
proto-martyr, 
teacher, , 
virgin, , , 

as proto-martyr, , , , , , 
as stranger, 
as teacher, , , , , 
as virgin, , , 
cult of, , , , –, , , 
performance of miracles, 

Theocleia, –, –, , 
Theodora, –
Theodoret of Cyrrhus (d. ), bishop
Haereticarum fabularum Compendium, 

Theophila, 
Thomais, , –, , 
Thomas Roe (d. ), sir, ambassador, 
Tiridates IV (–), king of Armenia, 
torture. See motifs
transvestism. See motifs: cross-dressing
travel. See motifs
Trimorphic Protennoia, 

Tryphaena, , , , , , , –,
, , , , , , –,


TVW. See Farīd al-Dīn ʿAttār: Tale of the
Virtuous Woman

Vahagn, God of War, 
Valens (-), Arian emperor, –
Venantius Fortunatus (–), bishop

Carmina, 
virginity, , , , , , , , , ,

–, , 
defense of, , , , , , 
doctrine of, 
in praise of, , , , , , 
model of, , 
preservation of, , , , . See also

chastity

Walatta Ṗē
_
tros (–), 

wedding, , , , . See also marriage

Xanthippe, –
Xenê. See Eusebia
Xenophon of Ephesus, 

Ephesian Tale, , 

Zarmanduxt, , 
Zeno the Isaurian (d. ), Byzantine emperor, 
Zostrianos, 
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