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THECLA AND MEDIEVAL SAINTHOOD

Saint Thecla was one of the most prominent figures of early
Christianity who provided a model of virginity and a role model for
women in the early Church. She was the object of cult and of
pilgrimage and her tale in the Acts of Paul and Thecla made a
tremendous impact on later hagiographies of both female and male
saints. This volume explores this impact on medieval hagiographical
texts composed in Armenian, Coptic, Ethiopic, Greek, Irish, Latin,
Persian, and Syriac. It investigates how they evoked and/or invoked
Thecla and her tale in constructing the lives and story worlds of their
chosen saints and offers detailed original readings of the lives of
various heroines and heroes. The book adds further depth and
nuance to our understanding of Thecla’s popularity and the spread

of her legend and cult.

GHAZZAL DABIRI is an Iranist who specializes in narratives of
kingship, kinship, and sainthood. She received her PhD from
UCLA and has held positions at various institutions including
Columbia University and currently the University of Maryland.
A Fulbright Scholar, she also held a European Research Council
postdoctoral fellowship at Ghent University.

FLAVIA RUANI is a researcher at the Institut de recherche et d’histoire
des textes, CNRS, Paris. She specializes in late antique and medieval
Syriac Christianity, focusing on religious controversies, manuscript
studies, hagiography, and the history of Manichaeism. She has trans-
lated into French the Hymns against Heresies by Ephrem the
Syrian (2018).
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