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MEMORY AND AFFECT IN
SHAKESPEARE ’S ENGLAND

This is the first collection to systematically combine the study of
memory and affect in early modern culture. Essays by leading and
emergent scholars in the field of Shakespeare studies offer an inno-
vative research agenda, inviting new, exploratory approaches to
Shakespeare’s work that embrace interdisciplinary cross-fertilization.
Drawing on the contexts of Renaissance literature across genres and
on various discourses including rhetoric, medicine, religion, morality,
historiography, colonialism, and politics, the chapters bring together
a broad range of texts, concerns, and methodologies central to the
study of early modern culture. Stimulating for postgraduate students,
lecturers, and researchers with an interest in the broader fields of
memory studies and the history of the emotions – two vibrant and
growing areas of research – it will also prove invaluable to teachers of
Shakespeare, dramaturges, and directors of stage productions, pro-
voking discussions of how convergences of memory and affect influ-
ence stagecraft, dramaturgy, rhetoric, and poetic language.

  is Professor of English at the Eastman School of
Music, University of Rochester, and the author of Memory in
Shakespeare’s Histories: Stage of Forgetting in Early Modern England
(). His essays on Shakespeare and the interplay of remembering
and forgetting have appeared in numerous journals and essay collections.

  is Professor of Early Modern Literature at the
University of Zurich and the author of The Drama of Memory in
Shakespeare’s History Plays (). She has published widely on
Shakespeare, early modern drama, and memory culture, and is the
editor-in-chief of the Shakespeare-Jahrbuch.

www.cambridge.org/9781316517697
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51769-7 — Memory and Affect in Shakespeare's England
Edited by Jonathan Baldo , Isabel Karremann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org/9781316517697
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51769-7 — Memory and Affect in Shakespeare's England
Edited by Jonathan Baldo , Isabel Karremann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

MEMORY AND AFFECT IN

SHAKESPEARE ’S ENGLAND

 

JONATHAN BALDO
University of Rochester

ISABEL KARREMANN
University of Zurich

www.cambridge.org/9781316517697
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51769-7 — Memory and Affect in Shakespeare's England
Edited by Jonathan Baldo , Isabel Karremann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge  , United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, th Floor, New York,  , USA

 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne,  , Australia

–, rd Floor, Plot , Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – , India

 Penang Road, #–/, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/

: ./

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take

place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
: Baldo, Jonathan, editor. | Karremann, Isabel, editor.

: Memory and affect in Shakespeare’s England / edited by Jonathan Baldo, Isabel Karremann.
: Cambridge ; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, . | Includes

bibliographical references and index.
:   (print) |   (ebook) |  

(hardback) |   (paperback) |   (epub)
: : Shakespeare, William, -–Criticism and interpretation. | Memory in
literature. | Affect (Psychology) in literature. | English drama–Early modern and Elizabethan,
-–History and criticism. | English drama–th century–History and criticism. |

: Literary criticism. | Essays.
:  .   (print) |  . (ebook) |

 ./–dc/eng/
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/

 ---- Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this

publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781316517697
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51769-7 — Memory and Affect in Shakespeare's England
Edited by Jonathan Baldo , Isabel Karremann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

List of Figures page vii
Contributors viii
Acknowledgments xiv

Introduction 

Jonathan Baldo and Isabel Karremann

    ,  

 Allegories of Love: Affect and the Art of Memory in
Shakespeare’s Sonnets 

Rebeca Helfer

 Twelfth Night and the Rites of Memory 

Brian Cummings

 The Lustful Oblivion of Widowhood in The Insatiate
Countess 

Grant Williams

       

 “Gathered again from the ash”: Traumatropism,
Memorialization, and Foxe’s Acts and Monuments 

Devori Kimbro

 “To take on me the payn / Ther fall to remember”:
Metrical Visions and the Dangerous Memory Networks
of Complaint 

William Kerwin

v

www.cambridge.org/9781316517697
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51769-7 — Memory and Affect in Shakespeare's England
Edited by Jonathan Baldo , Isabel Karremann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

 Jesting, Nostalgia, and Agonistic Play 

Indira Ghose

    :  

 

 “My despised time”: Memory, Temporality, and Disgust
in Shakespearean Tragedy 

Johannes Schlegel

 Remembering Water in Robert Yarington’s Two
Lamentable Tragedies 

Katharine A. Craik

 Mourning Memory in Cymbeline 

Daniel Normandin

   ,  ,  

 The Tug of Memory: Affect and Invention in
Shakespeare’s Drama 

William E. Engel

 Memory, Text, Affect: The Deaths of Gloucester 

Rory Loughnane

 Memory, Affect, and the Multiverse: From the History
Plays to The Merry Wives of Windsor 

Evelyn Tribble

 Cut Short All Intermission: Sound, Space, Memory,
and Macduff’s Grief 

Lina Perkins Wilder



 Remembering Shakespeare 

Peter Holland

Bibliography 

Index 

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781316517697
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51769-7 — Memory and Affect in Shakespeare's England
Edited by Jonathan Baldo , Isabel Karremann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Figures

. Baynards Castle at the outfall of the Fleet Ditch. Undated
lithograph after John M. Thorp (?) page 

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781316517697
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51769-7 — Memory and Affect in Shakespeare's England
Edited by Jonathan Baldo , Isabel Karremann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contributors

  is Professor of English in the Eastman School of
Music, the University of Rochester. He is the author of Memory in
Shakespeare’s Histories: Stages of Forgetting in Early Modern England
(Routledge, ) and The Unmasking of Drama (Wayne State
University Press, ). His essays on Shakespeare have appeared in a
wide range of essay collections and journals, including Shakespeare
Quarterly, Renaissance Drama, English Literary Renaissance,
Shakespeare: A Journal of the British Shakespeare Association, Borrowers
and Lenders, Criticism, and Modern Language Quarterly. He is coeditor,
with Isabel Karremann, of Forms of Faith: Literary Form and Religious
Conflict in Shakespeare’s England (Manchester University Press, ).

 .  is Research Lead and Professor of Early Modern
Literature at Oxford Brookes University. She has edited two volumes on
the history of emotion and sensation: Shakespeare and Emotion
(Cambridge University Press, ) and, with Tanya Pollard,
Shakespearean Sensations: Experiencing Literature in Early Modern
England (Cambridge University Press, ). Her book Reading
Sensations in Early Modern England (Palgrave, ) is a study of the
connections between reading and interiority. She is the author of a
number of essays on early modern literature and embodiment including
“Sorting Pistol’s Blood: Social Class and the Circulation of Character in
Shakespeare’s  Henry IV and Henry V,” in Blood Matters: Studies in
European Literature and Thought, – (Pennsylvania University
Press, ), and “Sympathetic Sonnets,” in Shakespeare Survey ().
Her current project is a book for Oxford University Press on vividness
and artificial life entitled Lifelike Shakespeare.

  is the Anniversary Professor of English at the
University of York. He has published widely on sixteenth-century
religion and literature, including an edition of The Book of Common

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781316517697
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51769-7 — Memory and Affect in Shakespeare's England
Edited by Jonathan Baldo , Isabel Karremann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Prayer: The Texts of , , and  (Oxford University Press,
). His book The Literary Culture of the Reformation: Grammar and
Grace (Oxford University Press, ) has profoundly influenced schol-
arly thinking about the poetics of religion. His latest book, Mortal
Thoughts: Religion, Secularity and Identity in Shakespeare and Early
Modern Culture (Oxford University Press, ), considers the debate
around secular and post-secular concepts of culture. He has also pub-
lished widely in journals such as Shakespeare Survey, English Literary
Renaissance, and Studies in Church History, and published essays on
memory and religion such as “Of Shakespeare and Pastness,” in On
Religion and Memory (Fordham University Press, ), and
“Remembering the Dead in Hamlet,” in The Cambridge Companion to
Shakespeare and Religion (Cambridge University Press, ).

 .  is the Nick B. Williams Professor of Literature at
Sewanee: The University of the South. He is the author of numerous
essays, including “Handling Memory in the Henriad,” in The Routledge
Handbook of Shakespeare and Memory (Routledge, ), and
“Shakespeare’s Historical Context,” in The Shakespeare Handbook
(Continuum, ). He also has published six books on literary history
and applied mnemonics, including Death and Drama in Renaissance
England (Oxford University Press, ) and, most recently, The
Printer as Author in Early Modern English Book History (Routledge,
); as well as The Shakespearean Death Arts: Hamlet among the
Tombs, coedited with Grant Williams (Palgrave Macmillan, ),
and a critical anthology, coedited with Rory Loughnane and Grant
Williams, The Death Arts in Renaissance England (Cambridge
University Press, ).

  is Professor Emeritus of English Literature at the
University of Fribourg, Switzerland. From  to  she was
Partner Investigator at the Australian Research Council Centre of
Excellence for the History of Emotions (Europe –). Her
research focuses on humor, wit, and comedy, both early modern and
contemporary. She has written Shakespeare and Laughter: A Cultural
History (Manchester University Press, ) and, most recently,
Shakespeare in Jest (Routledge, ). She is currently working on a
book on civility and the early modern theater.

  is an Associate Professor in English at the University of
California, Irvine. She has published widely on the ways in which this

List of Contributors ix

www.cambridge.org/9781316517697
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51769-7 — Memory and Affect in Shakespeare's England
Edited by Jonathan Baldo , Isabel Karremann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

mnemonic poetics pervades English writing, including “The State of the
Art of Memory and Shakespeare Studies,” in The Routledge Handbook of
Shakespeare and Memory (Routledge, ), and “Arts of Recollection
and Cultural Transmission,” in Translatio, or the Transmission of Culture
in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance (Brepols, ). She is also the
author of Spenser’s Ruins and the Art of Recollection (University of
Toronto Press, ). Her current research project provisionally titled
The Art of Memory and the Art of Writing in Early Modern England:
Poetics of Ruin and Recollection focuses on mnemonic poetics and early
modern English texts.

  is the McMeel Family Professor in Shakespeare Studies
at the University of Notre Dame. He was the editor of Shakespeare
Survey for nineteen years and is a General Editor of a number of series,
including Oxford Shakespeare Topics (Oxford University Press),
Shakespeare in the Theatre (Arden), Great Shakespeareans (Bloomsbury
Academic), and the Arden Shakespeare Fourth Series. Among his books
are English Shakespeares: Shakespeare on the English Stage in the s and
a major study of Restoration drama, The Ornament of Action. He
has also edited many Shakespeare plays, including A Midsummer
Night’s Dream for the Oxford Shakespeare series and Coriolanus for
the Arden Shakespeare Third Series, as well as coediting Ben Jonson’s
The Alchemist with William Sherman. He has published well over
 articles and book chapters, mostly on topics Shakespearean. His
most recent monograph is Shakespeare and Forgetting (Arden, ) and
he is currently editing King Lear for the Arden Shakespeare Fourth
Series.

  is Professor for Early Modern Literature at the
University of Zurich. She is the author of The Drama of Memory in
Shakespeare’s History Plays (Cambridge University Press, ) and has
coedited, with Erica Sheen, Shakespeare in Cold War Europe: Conflict,
Commemoration, Celebration (Palgrave, ) and, with Jonathan
Baldo, Forms of Faith: Literary Form and Religious Conflict in
Shakespeare’s England (Manchester University Press, ). She is cur-
rently preparing an essay collection on Shakespeare/Space for the Arden
Shakespeare Intersections series. In  she was appointed editor-in-
chief of the Shakespeare Jahrbuch. Her current research project explores
the spatial, cognitive, affective, and perceptual ecologies of early modern
drama.

x List of Contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781316517697
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51769-7 — Memory and Affect in Shakespeare's England
Edited by Jonathan Baldo , Isabel Karremann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

  is an Associate Professor at the University of Missouri.
His current research projects involve early modern satiric poetry, espe-
cially the epigram and the complaint poem, as it relates to different
forms of memory. Apart from a focus on Shakespeare, Renaissance
drama, and early British poetry, he is also interested in literature and
medicine. He is the author of the monograph Beyond the Body: The
Boundaries of Medicine and English Renaissance Drama (University of
Massachusetts Press, ), which brings together the interrelated
topics of medical instability and Renaissance drama. He is also the
director of the Missouri Prison Outreach Program.

  is an Associate Lecturer at the University of Tennessee,
Chattanooga. In her work, she focuses particularly on the Protestant
Reformation, investigating the link between anti-Catholic rhetoric and
religious as well as cultural trauma. Her research culminated in her
 dissertation “Trauma, Typology, and Anti-Catholicism in Early
Modern England –.” She is also the author of four entries in
The Literary Encyclopaedia and has published journal articles, including
“‘A cardinalles red-hat, and a kings golden crowne’: Pamphlet Anti-
Catholicism and Fabricated Authority in Thomas Milles’s The Misterie
of Iniquitie (),” in Prose Studies (). She has work on Macbeth
and equivocation forthcoming from Palgrave-Macmillan, and is cur-
rently coediting a special issue of Shakespeare discussing public human-
ities and new media.

  is Reader in Early Modern Studies at the University of
Kent. He is the author or editor of nine books, including, most recently,
The Death Arts in Renaissance England (Cambridge University Press,
). In his role as Associate Editor of the New Oxford Shakespeare, he
has edited more than ten of Shakespeare’s plays. He is a General Editor
of the forthcoming Oxford Marlowe: Collected Works, a General Editor
of The Revels Plays series (Manchester University Press), a General
Editor of the CADRE database (cadredb.net), and a Series Editor of
Studies in Early Modern Authorship (Routledge) and Cambridge
Elements in Shakespeare and Text (Cambridge University Press).

  is an Instructor in English at Marshall University,
West Virginia. His research explores the intersection of the colonial and
antiquarian imaginations in early modern England. His current book
project examines how representations of ancient Britain in texts such as
William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline, Edmund Spenser’s Faerie Queene,

List of Contributors xi

www.cambridge.org/9781316517697
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51769-7 — Memory and Affect in Shakespeare's England
Edited by Jonathan Baldo , Isabel Karremann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

and Thomas More’s Utopia helped to generate a new historical memory
that provided the materials to justify dominion over new territories. His
articles on Spenser and Marvell have appeared in Modern Philology and
Early Modern Literary Studies.

  is a senior research fellow at Würzburg University.
His research focuses on time and temporality, literature and media
theory, mediality, materiality, and cultural techniques. He is coeditor
of The Institution of English Literature (Vandenhoek Ruprecht, )
and has published several articles on Shakespeare including “‘Minded
like the Weather, most unquietly’: Inquietude, Nature, and King Lear,”
in Shakespeare Seminar () and “‘Disjoint and Out of Frame’:
Hamlet and the Problem of Synchrony,” in Zeitschrift für Anglistik
und Amerikanistik ().

  is a professor at the Department of English at the
University of Connecticut. She has published extensively on
Renaissance literature, early modern drama, memory studies, and cog-
nitive approaches to literature. She is the author of Cognition in the
Globe: Attention and Memory in Shakespeare’s Theatre (Palgrave
Macmillan, ) and Early Modern Actors in Shakespeare’s Theatre:
Thinking with the Body (Bloomsbury, ). Together with Nicholas
Keene, she published Cognitive Ecologies and the History of Remembering
Early Modern England (Palgrave, ). She also authored numerous
articles including “Affective Contagion on the Early Modern Stage,” in
Affect Theory and Early Modern Texts. Politics, Ecologies, and Form
(Palgrave, ), and “‘The Raven o’er the infectious house’:
Contagious Memory in Romeo and Juliet and Othello,” in The
Routledge Handbook of Shakespeare and Memory (). Current
research projects include the Arden  edition of Merry Wives of
Windsor and a book on magic and performance in early
modern England.

   is Professor of English at Connecticut College.
She is the author of Shakespeare’s Memory Theatre: Recollection,
Properties, and Character (Cambridge University Press, ), which
explores stage props ranging from Yorick’s skull to Desdemona’s hand-
kerchief as mnemonic objects helping audiences recall, or imagine,
staged and unstaged pasts; and is coeditor of and contributor to The
Routledge Handbook of Shakespeare and Memory (). Her research
into memory theater and performance in Renaissance England has also

xii List of Contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781316517697
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51769-7 — Memory and Affect in Shakespeare's England
Edited by Jonathan Baldo , Isabel Karremann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

produced multiple articles including “Shakespeare and Memory,” in
Literature Compass (), and “Towards a Shakespearean ‘Memory
Theater’: Romeo, the Apothecary, and the Performance of Memory,” in
Shakespeare Quarterly (). Her current book project explores con-
nections among science, mathematics, and language in seventeenth-
century England.

  is an Associate Professor in the Department of English
at Carleton University. He has coedited five collections: Forgetting in
Early Modern English Literature and Culture: Lethe’s Legacies (Routledge,
), Ars reminiscendi: Memory and Culture in the Renaissance (CRRS,
), Taking Exception to the Law: Materializing Injustice in Early Modern
English Literature (University of Toronto Press, ), The Shakespearean
Death Arts: Hamlet among the Tombs (Palgrave, ), and Memory and
Mortality in Renaissance England (Cambridge University Press, ).
He has also coedited two critical anthologies with William E. Engel and
Rory Loughnane: The Memory Arts in Renaissance England (Cambridge
University Press, ) and The Death Arts in Renaissance England
(Cambridge University Press, ). With Donald Beecher, he is
coeditor of Henry Chettle’s Kind-Heart’s Dream and Piers Plainness:
Two Pamphlets from the Elizabethan Book Trade (CRRS, ).

List of Contributors xiii

www.cambridge.org/9781316517697
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51769-7 — Memory and Affect in Shakespeare's England
Edited by Jonathan Baldo , Isabel Karremann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Acknowledgments

From start to finish, this book has been a collaborative endeavor in many
respects, and we are grateful to all the people who have played a role in its
development. It originated from an SAA seminar entitled “Washed in
Lethe: Renaissance Cultures of Remembering and Forgetting” in
Washington, DC, where the lively discussion among participants made
clear the need for a sustained exploration of the connections between
memory and affect. The idea for the volume did not precede the seminar,
but rather grew organically from it. We are indebted to our seminar
participants for revising their essays in such a way as to foster dialogue
between the study of memory and affect, and we are delighted that other
colleagues followed our invitation to contribute their current work to the
publication. Our editors at Cambridge University Press, Emily Hockley
and George Paul Laver, have been supportive throughout. We are espe-
cially grateful for their readiness to accommodate changes to the produc-
tion process, necessitated by the constraints of the pandemic. Our thanks
go to the anonymous readers who enthusiastically embraced our idea of
bringing the fields of memory studies and affect studies together and
whose thoughtful responses helped shape the volume. Ann-Sophie
Bosshard and Isabelle Koch have done a wonderful job at copy-editing
and hunting down quotations, and we are grateful for the diligence and
care with which they helped turn this volume into a book.

xiv

www.cambridge.org/9781316517697
www.cambridge.org

