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freedom of expression

Two legal systems founded upon similar Enlightenment philosophical and political
values use state coercion differently to regulate a liberty at the core of the
Enlightenment: the freedom of expression. This comparative study of France and the
United States proposes a novel theory of how the limits of freedom of expression are
informed by different revolutionary experiences and constitutional and political arrange-
ments. Ioanna Tourkochoriti argues that the different ways freedom of expression is
balanced against other values in France and the United States can be understood in
reference to the role of the government and the understanding of republicanism and
liberty. This understanding affects how jurists define the content and the limits of
a liberty and strike a balance between liberties in conflict. Exploring both the legal
traditions of the two countries, this study sheds new light on the broader historical, social,
and philosophical contexts in which jurists operate.

Ioanna Tourkochoriti teaches at the National University of Ireland, Galway. She has
previously held a lectureship at the Committee on Degrees in Social Studies at Harvard
University, a Wertheim Fellowship at Harvard Law School, and fellowships with other
universities in North America and the London School of Economics.
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ASCL STUDIES IN COMPARATIVE LAW

ASCL Studies in Comparative Law publishes monographs and collections that broaden
theoretical and practical knowledge of the world’s many legal systems. Published under
the direction of the American Society of Comparative Law, the ASCL Studies examine
legal problems in a comparative light to advance legal science, develop technical
insights, and promote greater cooperation across jurisdictional and cultural
boundaries. This book series serves legal practitioners and those seeking to improve
law and justice by publishing in-depth comparative studies of specific legal problems in
every area of law..

The series has two general editors. David Gerber is Distinguished Professor of Law and
Co-Director of the Program in International and Comparative Law at Chicago-Kent
College of Law, Illinois Institute of Technology. He is past President of the American
Society of Comparative Law. Mortimer Sellers is Regents Professor of the University
System of Maryland and Director of the Baltimore Center for International and
Comparative Law. He is past President of the Internationale Vereinigung für Rechts-
und Sozialphilosophie.
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