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the new cambridge companion to

AQUINAS

This new Companion to Aquinas features entirely new chap-

ters written by internationally recognized experts in the field. It

shows the power of Aquinas’s philosophical thought and trans-

mits the worldview which he inherited, developed, altered, and

argued for, while at the same time revealing to contemporary

philosophers the strong connections there are between

Aquinas’s interests and views and their own. Its five sections

cover the life and works of Aquinas; his metaphysics, including

his understanding of the ultimate foundations of reality; his

metaethics and ethics, including his virtue ethics; his account

of human nature; his theory of the afterlife; his epistemology

and his theory of the intellectual virtues; his view of the nature

of free will and the relation of grace to free will; and finally

some key components of his philosophical theology, including

the Incarnation and Atonement, Christology, and the nature of

original sin.

eleonore stump is the Robert J. Henle Professor of

Philosophy at Saint Louis University. Her books include

Aquinas (2003), Wandering in Darkness: Narrative and the

Problem of Suffering (2010), Atonement (2018), and The

Image of God: The Problem of Evil and the Problem of

Mourning (2022). She is coeditor (with David Meconi) of The

CambridgeCompanion toAugustine, 2nd edition (Cambridge,

2014), and (with Adam Green) of Hidden Divinity and

Religious Belief: New Perspectives (Cambridge, 2016).

thomas joseph white, OP, is Rector of the Angelicum,

Rome. He is the author of Wisdom in the Face of Modernity:

A Study in Thomistic Natural Theology (2011), The

Incarnate Lord: A Thomistic Study in Christology (2015),

The Light of Christ: An Introduction to Catholicism (2017),

and The Trinity: On the Nature and Mystery of the One

God (2022).

www.cambridge.org/9781316517222
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51722-2 — The New Cambridge Companion to Aquinas
Edited by Eleonore Stump , Thomas Joseph White 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

other volumes in the series of cambridge

companions

ABELARD Edited by jeffrey e. brower and kevin guilfoy

ADORNO Edited by thomas huhn

ANCIENT ETHICS Edited by christopher bobonich

ANCIENT GREEK AND ROMAN SCIENCE Edited by liba taub

ANCIENT SCEPTICISM Edited by richard bett

ANSELM Edited by brian davies and brian leftow

AQUINAS Edited by norman kretzmann and eleonore stump

THE NEW CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO AQUINAS Edited by eleonore

stump and thomas joseph white

ARABIC PHILOSOPHY Edited by peter adamson and richard c. taylor

HANNAH ARENDT Edited by dana villa

ARISTOTLE Edited by jonathan barnes

ARISTOTLE’S ‘POLITICS’ Edited by marguerite deslauriers and paul destrée

ATHEISM Edited by michael martin

AUGUSTINE 2nd edition Edited by david meconi and eleonore stump

BACON Edited by markku peltonen

BERKELEY Edited by kenneth p. winkler

BOETHIUS Edited by john marenbon

BRENTANO Edited by dale jacquette

CARNAP Edited by michael friedman and richard creath

CICERO’S PHILOSOPHY Edited by jed w. atkins and thomas bénatouı̈l

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE Edited by william e. scheuerman

COMMON-SENSE PHILOSOPHY Edited by rik peels and rené van
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For our teachers

He waters the mountains from his higher realms. The earth

will be filled with the fruit of your works. (Psalm 104:13)

From eternity, the Lord and King of the heavens has

established this law, that the gifts of his providence make

their way to lower things through intermediaries.

And so in this psalm the Lord set forth that law, understood

with regard to the transmission of spiritual wisdom, under

the metaphors of corporeal things, namely, watering the

mountains, and the rest.

In this way, the minds of the learned, who are indicated by

“mountains,” are watered from the higher realms of God’s

wisdom, and through their service the light of God’s wisdom

makes its way to the minds of their audience.

Thomas Aquinas, Rigans montes de superioribus suis

(inaugural lecture, 1256)
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Lectura super Ioannem (Commentary on John): c.1270–2
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