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At the Margins of the Global Market

Contemporary scholars debate the factors driving despotic labor conditions across the
world economy. Some emphasize the dominance of global market imperatives; others
highlight the market’s reliance on extra-economic coercion and state violence. At the
Margins of the Global Market engages in this debate through a comparative and world-
historical analysis of the labor regimes of three global commodity-producing sub-
regions of rural Colombia: the coffee region of Viejo Caldas, the banana region of
Urabá, and the coca/cocaine region of the Caguán. Drawing on insights from labor
regimes, global commodity chains, and world historical sociology, this book offers a
novel understanding of the broad range of factors – local, national, global, and
interregional – that shape labor conditions on the ground in Colombia. In doing so,
it offers a critical new framework for analyzing labor and development dynamics that
exist at the margins of the global market.

Phillip A. Hough is a Colombian-American sociologist who specializes in political
economy, labor and agrarian movements, global commodity studies, comparative and
world historical sociology, and Latin American development. His current research
focuses on labor/agrarian struggles, state and paramilitary violence, class and state
formations, forced displacement, and surplus populations.
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Development Trajectories in Global Value Chains

A feature of the current phase of globalization is the outsourcing of production tasks
and services across borders, and the increasing organization of production and trade
through global value chains (GVCs), global commodity chains (GCCs), and global
production networks (GPNs). With a large and growing literature on GVCs, GCCs,
and GPNs, this series is distinguished by its focus on the implications of these new
production systems for economic, social, and regional development.

This series publishes a wide range of theoretical, methodological, and empirical
works, both research monographs and edited volumes, dealing with crucial issues of
transformation in the global economy. How do GVCs change the ways in which lead
and supplier firms shape regional and international economies? How do they affect
local and regional development trajectories, and what implications do they have for
workers and their communities? How is the organization of value chains changing and
how are these emerging forms contested as more traditional structures of North–South
trade complemented and transformed by emerging South–South lead firms, invest-
ments, and trading links? How does the large- scale entry of women into value- chain
production impact on gender relations? What opportunities and limits do GVCs
create for economic and social upgrading and innovation? In what ways are GVCs
changing the nature of work and the role of labor in the global economy? And how
might the increasing focus on logistics management, financialization, or social stand-
ards and compliance portend important developments in the structure of regional
economies?

This series includes contributions from all disciplines and interdisciplinary fields
and approaches related to GVC analysis, including GCCs and GPNs, and is particu-
larly focused on theoretically innovative and informed works that are grounded in the
empirics of development related to these approaches. Through their focus on changing
organizational forms, governance systems, and production relations, volumes in this
series contribute to on- going conversations about theories of development and
development policy in the contemporary era of globalization.

Series editors

Stephanie Barrientos is Professor of Global Development at the Global Development
Institute, University of Manchester.
Gary Gereffi is Professor of Sociology and Director of the Global Value Chains
Center, Duke University.
Dev Nathan is Visiting Professor at the Institute for Human Development, New
Delhi, and Visiting Research Fellow at the Global Value Chains Center, Duke
University.
John Pickles is Earl N. Phillips Distinguished Professor of International Studies at the
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.
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Titles in the series

1. Labour in Global Value Chains in Asia
Edited by Dev Nathan, Meenu Tewari and Sandip Sarkar

2. The Sweatshop Regime: Laboring Bodies, Exploitation and Garments
Made in India

Alessandra Mezzadri

3. The Intangible Economy: How Services Shape Global Production and
Consumption
Edited by Deborah K. Elms, Arian Hassani and Patrick Low

4. Making Cars in the New India: Industry, Precarity and Informality
Tom Barnes

5. Development with Global Value Chains: Upgrading and Innovation in Asia
Edited by Dev Nathan, Meenu Tewari and Sandip Sarkar

6. Global Value Chains and Development: Redefining the Contours of
21st Century Capitalism
Gary Gereffi

7. Gender and Work in Global Value Chains: Capturing the Gains?
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