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THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO THE
TWENTIETH-CENTURY AMERICAN NOVEL

AND POLITICS

Surveying the relationship between American politics and the
twentieth-century novel, this volume analyzes how political move-
ments, ideas, and events shaped the American novel. It also shows
how those political phenomena were shaped in turn by long-form
prose fiction. The book is made up of three major parts. Part
I considers philosophical ideologies and broad political movements
that were both politically and literarily significant in the United
States in the twentieth century, including progressive liberalism,
conservatism, socialism and communism, feminism, and Black lib-
eration movements. Part II analyzes the evolving political valences of
key popular genres and literary forms in the twentieth-century
American novel, focusing on crime fiction, science fiction, postmod-
ern metafiction, and immigrant fiction. Part III examines ten diverse
politically minded novels that serve as exemplary case studies across
the century. Combining detailed literary analysis with innovative
political theory, this Companion provides a groundbreaking study
of the politics of twentieth-century American fiction.

  .  is Associate Professor of English at Concordia
University Irvine. He is the author of Postwar American Fiction and
the Rise of Modern Conservatism: A Literary History, –

(Cambridge University Press, ).
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