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THE CASE OF IRELAND

The late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries have long been
seen as a foundational period for modern Irish political traditions
such as nationalism, republicanism and unionism. The Case of Ireland
offers a fresh account of Ireland’s neglected role in European debates
about commerce and empire in what was a global era of war and
revolution. Drawing on a range of writings from merchants, agrarian
improvers, philosophers, politicians and revolutionaries across
Europe, this book shows how Ireland became a field of conflict and
projection between rival visions of politics in commercial society,
associated with the warring empires of Britain and France. It offers a
new perspective on the crisis and transformation of the British
Empire at the end of the eighteenth century, and restores Ireland to
its rightful place at the centre of European intellectual history.

  studied history at Oxford and Cambridge, com-
pleting his doctoral research in . After postdoctoral work in
Oxford and Bielefeld he is now Assistant Professor of History at
Columbia University. He is a frequent commentator on contempo-
rary British and European politics for a range of outlets, and was
co-editor of Renewal: A Journal of Social Democracy from –.
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IDEAS IN CONTEXT

Edited by DAVID ARMITAGE, RICHARD BOURKE
and JENNIFER PITTS

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and of
related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that were gener-
ated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the contemporary
frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies of the evolution of
such traditions, and their modification by different audiences, it is hoped that a
new picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete contexts. By
this means, artificial distinctions between the history of philosophy, of the various
sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen to dissolve.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at: www.cambridge.org/IdeasContext
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THE CASE OF IRELAND

Commerce, Empire and the European Order, –

JAMES STAFFORD

Columbia University
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