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EARLY MODERN HERBALS AND THE BOOK
TRADE

Between 1525 and 1640, a remarkable phenomenon occurred in the
world of print: England saw the production of more than two dozen
editions identified by their imprints or by contemporaries as “herb-
als.” Sarah Neville explains how this genre grew from a series of tiny
anonymous octavos to authoritative folio tomes with thousands of
woodcuts, and how these curious works quickly became valuable
commodities within a competitive print marketplace. Designed to
serve readers across the social spectrum, these rich material artifacts
represented both a profitable investment for publishers and an oppor-
tunity for authors to establish their credibility as botanists.
Highlighting the shifting contingencies and regulations surrounding
herbals and English printing during the sixteenth and early seven-
teenth centuries, the book argues that the construction of scientific
authority in Renaissance England was inextricably tied up with the
circumstances governing print. This title is also available as Open
Access on Cambridge Core at doi.org/ 10.1017/9781009031615.

Sarah Neville is Assistant Professor in the Department of English at
Obhio State University. She is an assistant editor of the New Oxford
Shakespeare and an associate coordinating editor of the Digital
Renaissance Editions.
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Note on Tmmcm'ptz'on and Citation

When quoting early modern texts, I have retained the original spelling,
including the use of #/v and 7/j, with the exception of replacing the long-s /
with sand vv with w. I have expanded contractions (except for ampersands)
with supplied letters in square brackets (as in “comon” — “co[m]mon”),
and I have declined superscript letters (as in “M".” to “Mr.”). I also have
retained original punctuation, including the now-obsolete virgule or /
glyph. With the exception of ash () and ethel (ce), all ligatures are silently
separated where applicable to single graphemes corresponding to modern
usage. I have shortened and standardized capitalization in titles through-
out. The names of early modern figures are standardized using the pre-
ferred spellings of the STC or ODNB.

For the ease of my readers’ ability to locate the particular editions
I discuss, the first mention of a new title will be followed by its identifica-
tion number in S7C, Wing, and USTC. These numbers are also listed in
the Bibliography.
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