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Based on extensive interviews and oral histories as well as archival
sources, Women and the Islamic Republic challenges the dominant mas-
culine theorizations of state-making in postrevolutionary Iran. Shirin
Saeidi demonstrates that despite the Islamic Republic’s nondemocratic
structures, multiple forms of citizenship have developed in postrevolu-
tionary Iran. This finding destabilizes the binary formulation of democ-
ratization and authoritarianism that has not only dominated
investigations of Iran but also regime categorizations in political science
more broadly. As non-elite Iranian women negotiate or engage with the
state’s gendered citizenry regime, the Islamic Republic is forced to
remake, oftentimes haphazardly, its citizenry agenda. The book demon-
strates how women remake their rights, responsibilities, and statuses
during everyday life to condition the state-making process in Iran,
showing women’s everyday resistance to the state-making process.

shirin saeidi is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the
University of Arkansas. She has published articles in journals including
International Journal of Middle East Studies, International Studies Review,
and Millennium: Journal of International Studies. She is a member of the
Editorial Board of the journal Citizenship Studies.

www.cambridge.org/9781316515761
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51576-1 — Women and the Islamic Republic
Shirin Saeidi 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge Middle East Studies

Editorial Board

Charles Tripp (general editor)
Julia Clancy-Smith
F. Gregory Gause
Yezid Sayigh
Avi Shlaim
Judith E. Tucker

Cambridge Middle East Studies has been established to publish
books on the nineteenth- to twenty-first-century Middle East and
North Africa. The series offers new and original interpretations of
aspects of Middle Eastern societies and their histories. To achieve
disciplinary diversity, books are solicited from authors writing in a wide
range of fields including history, sociology, anthropology, political sci-
ence, and political economy. The emphasis is on producing books
affording an original approach along theoretical and empirical lines.
The series is intended for students and academics, but the more access-
ible and wide-ranging studies will also appeal to the interested
general reader.

A list of books in the series can be found after the index.

www.cambridge.org/9781316515761
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51576-1 — Women and the Islamic Republic
Shirin Saeidi 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Women and the Islamic
Republic
How Gendered Citizenship Conditions

the Iranian State

Shirin Saeidi
University of Arkansas

www.cambridge.org/9781316515761
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51576-1 — Women and the Islamic Republic
Shirin Saeidi 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781316515761
DOI: 10.1017/9781009026574

© Shirin Saeidi 2022

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2022

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Saeidi, Shirin, 1980- author.
Title: Women and the Islamic republic : how gendered citizenship conditions the
Iranian state / by Shirin Saeidi.

Description: Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 2021. | Series: CMES
Cambridge Middle East studies | Includes bibliographical references and
index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2021034733 (print) | LCCN 2021034734 (ebook) |
ISBN 9781316515761 (hardback) | ISBN 9781009013000 (paperback) |
ISBN 9781009026574 (epub)

Subjects: LCSH: Women–Iran–History–21st century. | Citizenship–Iran–
History–21st century. | Iran–Politics and government–21st century.

Classification: LCC HQ1735.2 .S225 2021 (print) | LCC HQ1735.2 (ebook) |
DDC 305.40955/0905–dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021034733
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021034734

ISBN 978-1-316-51576-1 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781316515761
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51576-1 — Women and the Islamic Republic
Shirin Saeidi 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

With honor and gratitude for the people of Iran,

especially

Katayoun Alaedin, Nur Sadat Mousavi,

and Aslan Saeidi
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by the witness and what is witnessed
wa shahidin wa mash-hud (Quran 85:3)
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