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SURVIVORS

Survivors tells the harrowing story of life in Warsaw under Nazi occupa-

tion. As the epicenter of Polish resistance, Warsaw was subjected to

violent persecution, the ghettoization of the city’s Jewish community,

the suppression of multiple uprisings, and an avalanche of restrictions

that killed hundreds of thousands and destroyed countless lives. In this

study into the unique brutality of wartime Warsaw, Jadwiga Biskupska

traces how Nazi Germany set out to dismantle the Polish nation and state

for long-term occupation by targeting its intelligentsia. She explores how

myriad resistance projects emerged within the intelligentsia who were

bent on maintaining national traditions and rebuilding a Polish state. In

contrast to other studies on the Holocaust and Second World War, this

book focuses on Polish behavior and explains who was in a position to

contest the occupation or collaborate with it, while answering lingering

questions and addressing controversies about the Nazi empire and the

Holocaust in Eastern Europe.

Jadwiga Biskupska is Assistant Professor of History at Sam Houston State

University in Hunstville, Texas. She is co-director of Second World War

Research Group, North America (SWWRGNA) and a former fellow of the

Mandel Center at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.
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I dedicate this project to the late Olga Karnauchov, who wanted
me to return to graduate school. Knowing her allowed me to

embark on a study of eastern Europeans upended by Hitler’s war
in the assurance that some of them went on to make beautiful lives

out of the horror. To her and to those who did not survive:
requiescat in pace.
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