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What do nineteenth-century fiction, early twentieth-century
popular music, 1930s soccer, 1950s film comedy, 1960s experimen-
tal art and 1970s soap operas have in common with one another?
Each reveals the deep patterns structuring social and cultural life
in Rio de Janeiro. Bringing a fresh perspective to one of the most
visited cities in South America, Bryan McCann explores each
manifestation in turn, mining their depths and drawing connec-
tions between artistic movements and political and economic
transitions. The book explores the centrality of slavery to every
aspect of life in nineteenth-century Rio and its long legacy through
to the current day, illuminating both the city’s grinding inequality
and violence, as well as its triumphant cultural expressions. Rio de
Janeiro is a unique and fascinating city, and through ten pivotal
moments McCann reveals its boundless creativity and contradic-
tions, and shows how it has been continually remade by new-
comers, strivers and tricksters.

Bryan McCann is a leading social and cultural historian of Brazil.
He is the author of several books about the history of Brazil, and
Rio de Janeiro in particular, including Hello, Hello Brazil: Popular
Music in the Making of Modern Brazil and Hard Times in the
Marvelous City: From Dictatorship to Democracy in the Favelas
of Rio de Janeiro. He is Professor and former Chair of the
Department of History at Georgetown University.
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Ten Moments That Shaped

Structured around ten evocative moments in a city’s past,
these concise and engaging volumes allow readers to
discover the rich histories of cities around the world. Our
expert authors combine vivid historical detail and
insightful analyses to tell the story of each city in an
accessible and compelling manner.

For a list of titles in the series see
www.cambridge.org/10-moments
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