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BELIEVING IN DANTE

Alison Cornish offers a compelling new take on the 

Commedia with modern sensibilities in mind. Believing in 

Dante reexamines the infernal dramas of Dante’s master-

piece that alienate and perplex modern readers, offering 

an invigorating view of the whole Divine Comedy, bring-

ing it to meaningful life today. Addressing the character-

istics that distance an author like Dante from the modern 

world, Alison Cornish shows the value of critically and 

constructively engaging with texts that do not coincide 

with current worldviews. She thereby reveals how we 

might discover constellations by which to navigate the 

process of reading. Written with incisiveness and sophis-

tication, this landmark book elucidates Dante’s eminently 

readable universe: one where we can and must choose 

what we want to believe.

Alison Cornish is Professor and Chair of Italian Studies 

at New York University and current President of the 

Dante Society of America. She is the author of Reading 

Dante’s Stars (2000), Vernacular Translation in Dante’s Italy 

(Cambridge University Press, 2011), a commentary on 

Dante’s Paradiso (2017), and numerous essays on Dante, 

Petrarch, and Boccaccio. She is a former fellow at the 

University of Michigan Institute for the Humanities 

and the Harvard Center for Renaissance Studies at Villa 

I Tatti. She is also the curator of the YouTube series, 

“Canto per Canto: Conversations with Dante in Our 

Time.”
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Passages from Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso are quoted 

from Dante Alighieri, La Commedia secondo l’antica vul-

gata, ed. Giorgio Petrocchi (Milan: Mondadori, 1966–

1967. For Dante’s other works:

Citations from Dante’s Convivio are from the edition 

curated by Franca Brambilla Ageno, 2 vols. (Florence: 

Le Lettere, 1995). English versions are from Dante, Il 

Convivio The Banquet), trans. Richard Lansing (New York: 

Garland Publishing, 1990). The edition of the De vulgari 

eloquentia used is edited by Pio Rajna, vol. 1 of Le opere di 

Dante (Florence: Società Dantesca Italiana, 1960). The 

Vita nuova is translated by Mark Musa (University of 

Indiana Press, 1973).

Passages from the Bible are from the Latin Vulgate 

and Douay-Rheims English translation, available at www 

.drbo.org/.

The English text of the Summa Theologiae of Thomas 

Aquinas, abbreviated as ST, is from the 1920 edition, 

translated by the Fathers of the English Dominican 

Province, available online at www.newadvent.org/

summa/. The Latin originals of all works by Aquinas are 

from the Corpus Thomisticum S. Thomae de Aquino Opera 

Omnia, available at www.corpusthomisticum.org/iopera 

.html.

Unless otherwise noted, translations are mine.

All other sources are cited in the notes and referred to 

in the index.
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