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Second-Class Daughters

A legacy of the transatlantic slave trade, Brazil is home to the largest

number of African descendants outside Africa and the greatest number

of domestic workers in the world. Drawing on ten years of interviews

and ethnographic research, the author examines the lives of marginal-

ized informal domestic workers who are called “adopted daughters”

but who live in slave-like conditions in the homes of their adoptive

families. She traces a nuanced and, at times, disturbing account of how

adopted daughters, who are trapped in a system of racial, gender, and

class oppression, live with the coexistence of extreme forms of exploit-

ation and seemingly loving familial interactions and affective relation-

ships. Highlighting the humanity of her respondents, Hordge-Freeman

examines how filhas de criação (raised daughters) navigate the realities

of their structural constraints and in the context of pervasive norms of

morality, gratitude, and kinship. In all, the author clarifies the link

between contemporary and colonial forms of exploitation, while high-

lighting the resistance and agency of informal domestic workers.

Elizabeth Hordge-Freeman is Associate Professor of Sociology, Senior

Advisor to the President and Provost for Diversity and Inclusion, and

Interim Vice President for Institutional Equity at the University of South

Florida. She received a Fulbright grant to Brazil and Ruth Landes

Memorial Fellowship to conduct this research. Her first book, The

Color of Love, won three book awards, including two from the

American Sociological Association (Sections on Emotions and Bodies

and Embodiment).
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Series editors

George Reid Andrews, University of Pittsburgh
Alejandro de la Fuente, Harvard University

This series reflects the coming of age of the new, multidisciplinary field of Afro-Latin
American Studies, which centers on the histories, cultures, and experiences of people of
African descent in Latin America. The series aims to showcase scholarship produced by
different disciplines, including history, political science, sociology, ethnomusicology,
anthropology, religious studies, art, law, and cultural studies. It covers the full tem-
poral span of the African Diaspora in Latin America, from the early colonial period to
the present and includes continental Latin America, the Caribbean, and other key areas
in the region where Africans and their descendants have made a significant impact.

A full list of titles published in the series can be found at: www.cambridge.org/afro-
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This book is dedicated to the mulheres escravizadas, mucamas,

filhas de criação, and empregadas domésticas across the African

Diaspora, including my grandmother, the late Maggie

Ruth Hordge.
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