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the cambridge companion to ancient greek epic

Ancient Greek literature begins with the epic verses of Homer. Epic then

continued as a fundamental literary form throughout antiquity and the inûu-

ence of the poems produced extends beyond antiquity and down to the present.

This Companion presents a fresh and boundary-breaking account of the

ancient Greek epic tradition. It includes wide-ranging close readings of epics

from Homer to Nonnus, traces their dialogues with other modes such as

ancient Mesopotamian poetry, Greek lyric and didactic writing, and explores

their afterlives in Byzantium, early Christianity, modern ûction and cinema,

and the identity politics of Greece and Turkey. Plot summaries are provided for

those unfamiliar with individual poems. Drawing on cutting-edge new research

in a number of ûelds, such as racecraft, geopolitics and the theory of emotions,

the volume demonstrates the sustained and often surprising power of this

renowned ancient genre, and sheds new light on its continued impact and

relevance today.

Emma Greensmith is Associate Professor of Classical Languages and Literature

at the University of Oxford and Fellow of St John’s College. She specialises in

imperial Greek literature, particularly epic poetics and religious culture. Her

2020 book, The Resurrection of Homer in Imperial Greek Epic, offers a new

reading of the role of epic and the reception of Homer in the Graeco-Roman

world. She has co-edited a volume on the Posthomerica (2022) and is currently

working on a new book entitled Homer and the Bible: Christian Greek Epic in

Late Antiquity. She has written many articles and public engagement pieces on

ancient Greek literature, and is also ûlming a documentary on Homer’sOdyssey

and its cultural legacy.

A complete list of books in the series is at the back of the book.
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PREFACE

Producing a volume on a topic as vast and wild as Greek epic has been hard

work, of the best and most rewarding kind. I am extremely grateful to

Michael Sharp at Cambridge University Press for inviting me to edit this

volume, and for his incisive advice and encouragement throughout the

process. My gratitude also goes to Katie Idle, Reshma Venkatachalapathy,

Damian Love and Pam Scholeûeld and to the annonymous readers for the

press. Joshua Werrett deserves special thanks for his thorough and meticu-

lous work as my research assistant, as do Oliver Parkes, Max Cheung,

Gabrielle Russo, Panayiotis Christoforou and Markéta Kulhánková for

their contributions to the accompanying resources. Berenice Verhelst gener-

ously allowed her previously published summary of the Dionysiaca to

feature as a part of this volume, and I am very thankful to her for her

willingness to share this impressive miniaturisation of the gargantuan

Nonnus.

I beneûted deeply from the insights and expertise of many colleagues and

friends, including and especially those whose chapters are found within these

pages. Tom Phillips, Pauline LeVen and (as ever) TimWhitmarshwent above

and beyond the contributors’ call of duty and offered invaluable help,

feedback and collaboration at so many stages of the project. I am fortunate

to have completed this research and editorial work within the two generous

and supportive Oxford institutions to which I am proud to belong: the

Faculty of Classics and St John’s College. I owe great thanks to my Lit.

Hum. students from 2020 to 2024 for their stimulating ideas about ancient

epic and their enthusiasm for this volume.

The Companion is dedicated to two of my own university teachers, Franco

Basso and Rosanna Omitowoju, who ûrst inspired my learning of Greek and

love of ancient literature, and from whom I continue to learn so much.

* * *
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Abbreviations of ancient works generally follow those in the Oxford

Classical Dictionary (fourth edition). Abbreviations not included in the

OCD are listed in the individual chapters. Whilst aiming for a certain level

of consistency throughout the volume, I have also allowed contributors their

preferences in certain stylistic matters, namely the presentation of ancient

languages, names and transliterations. Editions of ancient texts are indicated

in the footnotes of the chapters. All translations are the authors’ own unless

otherwise indicated.
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