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How do top-level public officials take advantage of immunity from foreign juris-
diction afforded to them by international law? How does the immunity entitle-
ment allow them to thwart investigations and trial proceedings in foreign courts?
What responses exist to prevent and punish such conduct? In Between Immunity
and Impunity, Yuliya Zabyelina unravels the intricate layers of impunity of polit-
ical elites complicit in transnational crimes. By examining cases of trafficking in
persons and drugs, corruption, and money laundering that implicate heads of state
and of government, ministers, diplomats, and international civil servants, she
shows that, despite the potential of international law immunity to impede or delay
justice, there are prominent instruments of external accountability. Accessible and
compelling, this book provides new insights for readers interested in the close-knit
bond between power, illicit wealth, and impunity.

Yuliya Zabyelina, PhD, is Associate Professor in the Department of Criminology
and Criminal Justice at The University of Alabama, USA.
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United Nations Convention on Jurisdictional Immunities
of States and Their Property, UN Doc A/RES//
() (not in force) .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

United Nations Convention on the Privileges and
Immunities of the Specialized Agencies, November
,  (entered into force on December , )  UNTS  . . . . 

United Nations Convention on the Privileges and Immunities
of the United Nations, February ,  (entered into force on
September , )  UNTS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, April , 
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Abbreviations

ACHR American Convention on Human Rights
ACJHR African Court of Justice and Human Rights
ACLU American Civil Liberties Union
ACHPR African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights
AML anti-money laundering
ARSIWA Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally

Wrongful Acts
ASC American Society of Criminology
AU African Union
BVI British Virgin Islands
CCJ Central American Court of Justice (Corte Centroamericana

de Justicia)
CPISA Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the

Specialized Agencies
CPIUN Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the

United Nations
CTU Counter Terrorism Unit
DEA Drug Enforcement Administration
DRC Democratic Republic of the Congo
ECHR European Convention on Human Rights
ECtHR European Court of Human Rights
EU European Union
FARC Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (Fuerzas Armadas

Revolucionarias de Colombia)
FATF Financial Action Task Force
FCPA Foreign Corrupt Practices Act
FSIA Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act
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HRW Human Rights Watch
IACHR Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
IBAC Independent Investigation Body on the Allegations

of Corruption
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization
ICJ International Court of Justice
ICTY International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
IEEPA International Emergency Economic Powers Act
IIL Institute of International Law
ILC International Law Commission
IMO International Maritime Organization
INTERPOL International Criminal Police Organization
IOIA International Organizations Immunities Act
IRCC Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada
IRS Internal Revenue Service
KARI Kleptocracy Asset Recovery Initiative
MCDI Medical Care Development International
MDPD Miami-Dade Police Department
NCB National Central Bureau
NGO nongovernmental organization
OFAC Office of Foreign Assets Control
OFM Office of Foreign Missions
OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Human Rights
OSCE Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
PACE Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
PARLACEN Central American Parliament (Parlamento Centroamericano)
PEP politically exposed person
RPD Rules on the Processing of Data
SCSL Special Court for Sierra Leone
SUA specified unlawful activity
TCC Transnational Criminal Court
TVPRA Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act
UN United Nations
UNCAC United Nations Convention against Corruption
UNCSI United Nations Convention on Jurisdictional Immunities of

States and Their Property
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization
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UNTOC United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime

UNTS United Nations Treaty Series
VCCR Vienna Convention on Consular Relations
VCDR Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations
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