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Bridging disparate literatures on courts and the legal profession in China, 
Jonathan J. Kinkel introduces an innovative cross-disciplinary framework 
to understand the reality of Chinese politics and society. Fusing a variety 
of perspectives from social ecology, historical institutionalism, and em-
pirical legal studies, Kinkel contextualizes patterns of court reform within 
China’s rapid economic and social transformations. This book’s extensive 
case studies emphasize the dynamic expansion of the legal system in the 
post-Mao reform period and demonstrate that law firm growth in large 
cities, especially in the early twenty-first century, pressured courts at the 
local and national levels to enhance judicial autonomy. Advancing debates 
on the multiplicity of political–legal regimes, this book offers a compre-
hensive, empirical account of how reforms in both the public and private 
arenas can interact and operate alongside one another.

jonathan j. kinkel  is a lecturer in the School of Politics and Global 
 Studies at Arizona State University, where his research has focused on the 
intersection between comparative politics, law and society, and Chinese 
studies. He is also an Associate in Research with the Fairbank Center for 
Chinese Studies at Harvard University. He is a past recipient of the Best 
Graduate Student Paper award from Law & Social Inquiry (LSI), and his 
research has appeared in journals including LSI, China Quarterly, and the 

Journal of East Asian Studies. This is his first book.
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