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Morphological Stasis, Circumscription, and Hidden Diversity

Cryptic species are organisms that look identical but represent distinct evolutionary lin-
eages. They are an emerging trend in organismal biology across all groups, from flatworms,
insects, amphibians, and primates, to vascular plants. This book critically evaluates the
phenomenon of cryptic species and demonstrates how they can play a valuable role in
improving our understanding of evolution, in particular of morphological stasis. It also
explores how the recognition of cryptic species is intrinsically linked to the so-called species
problem, the lack of a unifying species concept in biology, and suggests alternative
approaches. Bringing together a range of perspectives from practising taxonomists, the
book presents case studies of cryptic species across a range of animal and plant groups. It
will be an invaluable text for all biologists interested in species and their delimitation,
definition, and purpose, including undergraduate and graduate students and researchers.

ALEXANDRE K. MONRO is a research leader at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, London. He is a
taxonomist who has specialised in nettles and the generation of biological collections and their
application to taxonomy and conservation. He has co-authored 5 field guides, more than 90 peer-
reviewed scientific papers, and made more than 16,000 biological collections. He is a council
member of the Systematics Association.

SimoN J. Mayo is an honorary research associate at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, London. He is a
taxonomist specialising in aroids and Brazilian flora. He has authored 112 peer-reviewed papers,
24 flora accounts, and 7 books on Araceae, Brazilian flora, monocot evolution, and computational
botany. His current focus is on algorithmic delimitation and the cognitive basis of
taxonomic species.
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The Systematics Association promotes all aspects of systematic biology by organizing conferences and
workshops on key themes in systematics, running annual lecture series, publishing books and a
newsletter, and awarding grants in support of systematics research. Membership of the Association is
open globally to professionals and amateurs with an interest in any branch of biology, including
palaeobiology. Members are entitled to attend conferences at discounted rates, to apply for grants and to
receive the newsletter and mailed information; they also receive a generous discount on the purchase of
all volumes produced by the Association.

The first of the Systematics Association’s publications The New Systematics (1940) was a classic work
edited by its then-president Sir Julian Huxley. Since then, more than 70 volumes have been published,
often in rapidly expanding areas of science where a modern synthesis is required.

The Association encourages researchers to organize symposia that result in multi-authored volumes.
In 1997 the Association organized the first of its international Biennial Conferences. This and subsequent
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