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This accessible general history of the Reformation in the Netherlands
traces the key developments in the process of reformation — both
Protestant and Catholic — across the whole of the Low Countries during
the sixteenth century. Synthesizing fifty years’ worth of scholarly litera-
ture, Christine Kooi focuses particularly on the political context of the
era: how religious change took place against the integration and disinte-
gration of the Habsburg composite state in the Netherlands. Special
attention is given to the Reformation’s role in both fomenting and
fuelling the Revolt against the Habsburg regime in the later sixteenth
century, as well as how it contributed to the formation of the region’s
two successor states, the Dutch Republic and the Southern
Netherlands. Reformation in the Low Countries, 1500—1620 is essential
reading for scholars and students of early modern European history,
bringing together specialized, contemporary research on the Low
Countries in one volume.

Christine Kooi is the Lewis, Katheryn and Benjamin Price Professor of
History at Louisiana State University. She writes on the religious history
of the early modern Low Countries and is the author of Liberry and
Religion: Church and State in Leiden’s Reformation (2000) and Calvinists
and Catholics during Holland’s Golden Age: Heretics and Idolaters
(Cambridge University Press, 2012), as well as numerous essays and
articles.
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In fond memory of my grandparents,
Reformed Netherlanders all
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A Note on Nomenclature

This book is about a place that has historically been difficult to name. It
uses the terms “Low Countries,” “Netherlands” and “Netherlandish”
interchangeably to describe the collection of territories that in sixteenth-
century Europe was tucked in between the western border of the Holy
Roman Empire and the northern border of the kingdom of France. This
region corresponds roughly to the present-day Netherlands, Belgium and
Luxemburg, as well as to northern parts of the French Republic. Today
these are of course all sovereign states, but back then they were mostly
gathered under the composite monarchy of the Habsburg dynasty and so
here they are referred to as the “Habsburg Netherlands.” The adjective
“Dutch” is limited to those parts and peoples of the region that were
either Dutch-speaking or that came under the control of insurgents start-
ing in the 1570s, provinces that formed the nucleus of the eventual Dutch
Republic. Those parts of the region that remained under or were restored
to Habsburg control in the later 1500s are referred to as the “Southern” or
“archducal” Netherlands. “Reformation” is used as a shorthand, nonsec-
tarian term for the many momentous and enduring religious changes that
took place during this period: the rebellion against the established church
and the concomitant emergence of new types of Christianity, as well as
the reinvigoration of Catholicism.
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