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THE BROTHERS GRIMM AND THE MAKING
OF GERMAN NATIONALISM

In the first comprehensive English-language portrait of Jacob and
Wilhelm Grimm as political thinkers and actors, Jakob Norberg
reveals how history’s two most famous folklorists envisioned the
role of literary and linguistic scholars in defining national identity.
Convinced of the political relevance of their folktale collections and
grammatical studies, the brothers Grimm argued that they could help
disentangle language groups from one another, redraw the boundaries
of states in Europe, and counsel kings and princes on the proper
extent and character of their rule. They sought not only to recover and
revive a neglected native culture for a contemporary audience but also
to facilitate a more harmonious and enduring relationship between
the traditional political elite and an emerging national collective.
Through close historical analysis, Norberg reconstructs how the
Grimms wished to mediate between sovereigns and peoples, politics
and culture.

JAKOB NORBERG is Associate Professor of German Studies at Duke
University. He is the author of Sociability and Its Enemies: German
Political Thought After 1945 (2014) and numerous articles in journals
such as PMLA, Cultural Critigue, Textual Practice, New German
Critique, Zeitschrift fiir deutsche Philologie, and Sprache und Literatur.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316513279
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-316-51327-9 — The Brothers Grimm and the Making of German Nationalism
Jakob Norberg

Frontmatter

More Information

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781316513279
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-316-51327-9 — The Brothers Grimm and the Making of German Nationalism
Jakob Norberg

Frontmatter

More Information

THE BROTHERS GRIMM
AND THE MAKING
OF GERMAN NATIONALISM

JAKOB NORBERG
Duke University

[ CAMBRIDGE
;I; UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316513279
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-316-51327-9 — The Brothers Grimm and the Making of German Nationalism
Jakob Norberg

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 88s, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, Ny 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781316513279
DOTI: 10.1017/9781009063890

© Cambridge University Press, 2022

This work is in copyright. It is subject to statutory exceptions
and to the provisions of relevant licensing agreements; with
the exception of the Creative Commons version the link for which is provided below,
no reproduction of any part of this work may take place without the written permission of
Cambridge University Press.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781009063890 under a Creative
Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 which permits re-use, distribution and
reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes providing appropriate credit to the
original work is given. You may not distribute derivative works without permission. To view a copy
of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0

All versions of this work may contain content reproduced under license from third parties.

Permission to reproduce this third-party content must be obtained from these third-parties
directly.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009063890
First published 2022
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.
ISBN 978-1-316-51327-9 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URL: for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316513279
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-316-51327-9 — The Brothers Grimm and the Making of German Nationalism
Jakob Norberg

Frontmatter

More Information

Till barnen

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781316513279
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-316-51327-9 — The Brothers Grimm and the Making of German Nationalism
Jakob Norberg

Frontmatter

More Information

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781316513279
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51327-9 — The Brothers Grimm and the Making of German Nationalism

Jakob Norberg
Frontmatter
More Information

Contents

Acknowledgments page viii

Introduction 1

1 The Philologist King: Politics and Knowledge in the Nationalist

Era 22
2 Folk Hatred and Folktales: The Nationalist Politics

of the Children’s and Household Tales ST
3 The Prince of Germany: Wilhelm Grimm and the Philologist

as Redeemer 8s

4 Love of the Fatherland and Fatherly Love: Jacob Grimm’s

Political Thought 114
s The Mother Tongue at School: Jacob Grimm and the Institutions

of Nation Building 142
6 The Names of the Barbarians: The Philologist, the Tribe,

and the Empire 159

Conclusion 181
Notes 186
Bibliography 227
Index 247

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316513279
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-316-51327-9 — The Brothers Grimm and the Making of German Nationalism
Jakob Norberg

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments

The Volkswagen Foundation funded the initial research for this book, and
it was completed during research leaves from Duke University. Colleagues
at Duke were immensely helpful. Stefani Engelstein gave invaluable advice
and encouragement. Julianne Werlin provided unceasing intellectual
inspiration. Heidi Madden at Perkins Library speedily resolved numerous
difficulties. Thomas Pfau, Henry Pickford, and Kata Gellen were models
of collegiality and generosity. My work also profited greatly from conver-
sations with several scholars at other universities and research centers,
including Gabriel Trop, Eric Downing, Karen Hagemann, and Konrad
Jarausch (Chapel Hill); Matthew Birkhold and May Mergenthaler (Ohio);
Natalie Binczek and Dorothea Walzer (Bochum); Arnd Wedemeyer
(Berlin), Till van Rahden (Montréal), Iwan-Michelangelo d’Aprile and
Vinzenz Hoppe (Potsdam); Till Dembeck (Luxembourg); John Noyes
(Toronto); Fritz Breithaupt (Indiana); Bill Donahue (Notre Dame);
Michael Jennings (Princeton); and Jeffrey Hertel (Hillsdale). For their
friendship, I thank Iyman Ahmed, Priscilla Layne, and Chandra Wright.

viii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316513279
www.cambridge.org

