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Second-Generation Liberation Wars

The formation of postcolonial states in Africa and the Middle East gave
birth to prolonged separatist wars. Exploring the evolution of these
separatist wars, Yaniv Voller examines the strategies that both govern-
ments and insurgents employed; how these strategies were shaped by the
previous struggle against European colonialism; and the practices and
roles that emerged in the subsequent period, which moulded the iden-
tities, aims and strategies of postcolonial governments and separatist
rebels. Based on a wealth of primary sources, Voller focuses on two
postcolonial separatist wars: in Iraqi Kurdistan, between Kurdish separ-
atists and the government in Baghdad, and in Southern Sudan, between
Black African insurgents and the government in Khartoum. By provid-
ing an account of both conflicts, he offers a new understanding of
colonialism, decolonisation and the international politics of the postco-
lonial world.

Yaniv Voller is Senior Lecturer in the Politics of the Middle East at the
University of Kent. He is the author of The Kurdish Liberation Movement

in Iraq: From Insurgency to Statehood (2014). His articles have appeared
in leading journals on international politics and Middle East studies.
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Intelligence has long been regarded as a function and an instrument of national
power and national security. From supplementing more orthodox forms of
diplomacy to its role in the prosecution of violent conflict, intelligence has
played an integral role in the conduct of international relations, as well as
ensuring state stability or regime security and survival. Intelligence and National

Security in Africa and the Middle East is a series consisting of monographs and
edited volumes dealing with several independent but inter-connected areas of
intelligence and security research, all with an African and/or Middle Eastern
focus. It aims to cover areas of research that traditionally fall outside of the
more established realm of intelligence studies, with a continued emphasis upon
historical case studies.
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