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geology and time, 74
Gibbon, Edward, 150
Gigli Piccardi, Daria, 271, 273, 305
Glaucus, 46, 276
Gluck, Christoph Willibald, 214
God’s time, 11, 19–44
biblical account of creation, Septuagint’s

mistranslation of timing of, 19–24
in Christian late antiquity, 34–44
continuing influence of Homer and Hesiod in

Christian culture, 34–5
as fundamental issue in conceptualization of

time, 24
in Greek and Roman cultural tradition, 24–34
life-writing and, 182
other Christian concepts of time affected by, 13

Gospels; see also John, Gospel of
canonization of, 226
Luke-Acts, historical approach of, 239
waiting in, 90–3, 94, 95

Gosse, Philip, 75
Grafton, Anthony, 152
Greco-Roman culture, 8–9; see also Athens;

Rome; specific Greek and Roman authors
Christian anxiety over adaptations of, 238–40
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continuing influence in Christian culture,
34–5, 57

Egyptian history and, 144–7
epigraphy in, 132–6
exempla in, 100–7
foundation of Rome and Carthage in

same year, 140
God’s time in, 24–34
history and memory in Athens and Rome,

113–20

imperial temporal regimes, 173–7
Josephus straddling boundaries between

Judaism and, 21
life-writing in, 184–8, 192–7
memorialization of death in Greek tradition,

Christian reconstruction of, 59–63
Nonnus’ Dionysiaca, acknowledgment of

Roman culture in, 283–6
Philo’s ideological investment in harmony of

Hellenism and Jewish culture, 21
Stoicism as adapted by, 57
telling time in, 71, 80–1
terms of identification and orthodoxy in, 9–11
timelessness and the now, experience of,

163–72

‘universal histories’ and simultaneity, 137–41
virginity in, 32

Greek independence movement (nineteenth
century), 214

Greensmith, Emma, 88, 311, 407
Greenwich Mean Time, 5, 76
Gregory of Nazianzus, 9, 314–36

achronos, use of, 243
on Apollinaris, 238
Aporrhēta (Poemata Arcana), 314, 320–30,

331, 332
on astrology/astronomy, 296, 298, 314, 317–20,

321–7

autobiographical writing of, 203
Basil of Caesarea compared, 315, 336
on Christmas (Oration 38; first Epiphany

Homily), 314, 337, 363, 366
on God’s time, 37
on Greek education tradition, 34
Gregory of Nyssa compared, 315, 319, 336
on ‘living martyrs’, 202 n. 45
on mixing, 237–8, 325, 333
negotiation between Christianity and Greek

cultural tradition in life-writing of, 203
Palatine Anthology, Book 8, 60–3, 258 n. 103,

320 n. 18
on pervasiveness of Christological

argument, 35
Poem on Himself, 390
poetry, in defence of writing, 235–8

on poetry of Eunomius, 347
Prudentius compared, 363, 364, 365, 366
public/institutional life, rejection of, 389
Second Theological Oration, 315–20
Sulpicius Severus compared, 405
Third Theological Oration, 328

Gregory of Nyssa
Against Eunomios, 36
On Fate, 319
on God’s time, 36–7
on Greek education tradition, 34
Gregory of Nazianzus compared, 315, 319, 336
monastic time and, 82
negotiation between Christianity and Greek

cultural tradition in life-writing of, 203
on pervasiveness of Christological

argument, 35
on pilgrim narratives, 122
on sister Macrina, 199–201
On the Soul and Resurrection, 200

Gregory the Presbyter, 238
Grethlein, Jonas, 371
Griffiths, Alan, 145
Gurvitch, Georges, 162
Gūthenke, Constanze, 102 n. 7

Hadjittofi, Fotini, 246, 256
Hadrian, 132
Hagia Sophia, Constantinople, 209
hagiography. see life-writing and time
halacha, 67, 83, 205
Halbwachs, Maurice, 122 n. 35
Hannibalic War, 138
Hardie, Philip, 89
Harmodius and Aristogeiton (tyrannicides),

statues of, agora, Athens, 116
harmonia/Harmonia, in Nonnus’ Dionysiaca,

268, 271, 275, 278, 284, 289–91, 305
Harnack, Adolf von, 240
Hartog, François, 72, 163
Hawking, Stephen, A Brief History of Time, 6
Hebrew Bible/Old Testament; see also

Septuagint; specific books
calculation of years between Adam and the

flood, 148
Christian typology of, 107–12
Philo’s Platonizing approach to, 20, 30,

108, 226
Hecataeus, 146, 147
Hector, 48, 49, 60, 164, 174, 218, 244, 392
Hegel, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich, 74, 102
Heidegger, Martin, 10, 160, 165, 174, 211, 212, 216
Helen of Troy, 29, 31, 49, 62, 134
Hell, Julia, 174
Hephaestus, 26, 279, 282, 301
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Heracleidai, 143
Heracles, 29, 31, 55, 105, 275, 286, 288
heresy, concept of, 152, 187; see also specific heresies
Hermes, 27, 275, 283
Hermes Trismegistus, 248
hero cults, 56
Herodotus
on death and temporality, 47
epistemology of evidence, commitment

to, 402
on God’s time, 24
history of historiography and, 139
imperial temporal regimes in, 173
on instability of empire, 414
Lucian compared, 121
on myth versus history, 143–7
on timelessness and the now, 163–4

Hesiod
ages of man in, 165, 410
Aratus, Phaenomena, and, 292
Chaos in, 280
continuing influence in Christian culture, 34–5
on God’s time, 25, 28–9
Theogony, 28–9, 301
on timelessness and the now, 165
Virgil compared, 88
Works and Days, 25, 28, 48, 291

Hestia, 32
Hilary of Poitier, 387
Hipparchus, 295
Hippolytus of Rome
Apostolic Tradition, 348
Refutation of All Heresies, 187, 298

historiography, history of, 139, 402
history, Christianization of, 380–419; see also

Orosius; Sulpicius Severus
by Augustine, 410
Chronicon of Sulpicius Severus and, 380–5, 388,

397–406

in Historiae of Orosius, 406–19
Noah, the flood, and the raven, retellings of,

380–5

tempora Christiana, 409–12
Vita Martini of Sulpicius Severus and, 380,

385–97

history and memory, 12, 113–31; see also
simultaneity and synchronicity

anamnēsis (recollection), 127, 128
in Athens, 113–18
classicism and the exemplary, 100–7
damnatio memoriae, 119–20
death as memorialized in Greek tradition,

Christian reconstruction of, 59–63
in Nonnus’ Dionysiaca, 307
other Christian concepts of time affecting, 13

Pausanias on, 114 n. 4, 120
phenomenology of memory, 126–31
in pilgrim/martyr narratives of late antiquity,

122–6

in Plato’s Republic, 118
political engagement with, 72
in rabbinical writing, 66–7
in Rome, 118–20

Hitler, Adolf, and Nazi empire, 175
Hobbes, Thomas, 115, 215
Homer, 10, 11
on afterlife, 56
centos, 228
continuing influence in Christian culture, 34–5
on death and temporality, 45–50, 61
Eusebius of Caesarea and, 150
on God’s time, 24–8, 29–31, 44
Gregory of Nazianzus and, 330
Nonnus’ Dionysiaca and, 268, 270, 273, 275,

276, 277, 286, 311
Nonnus’ Paraphrase and, 233, 234, 238, 244,

245, 247, 248, 252, 254, 257, 259, 264
Origen’s Contra Celsum and, 34 n. 38, 35 n. 41
Plato on, 45–7
Ps-Apollinaris referring to, 231
Rhodes and Lindos, connections to, 134
on timelessness and the now, 164–5

Homer, Iliad; see also specific characters
death/temporality in, 46–9, 60, 62, 275
simultaneity and, 134
Thetis’ supplication of Zeus in, 273
timelessness and the now in, 164, 174
waiting in, 86, 87, 88
‘wrath’ in, 218

Homer, Odyssey; see also specific characters
cave of the Nymphs in, 127
death/immortality and, 46, 48, 49–50, 275
on God’s time, 24–8, 29–31, 44
household, generational defence of, 308
Jerome’s praise of women compared, 202
metamorphosis/disguise of hero in, 185
Quintus of Smyrna’s Posthomerica and, 87, 88
on timelessness and the now in, 158, 164
waiting in, 85, 86

Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite, 31–4, 44, 270
Homeric Hymn to Demeter, 31, 302
Horace, 174, 196, 361 n. 80, 366, 372, 376, 391
horologium of Augustus, Roman forum, 87, 118
‘human race’, as phrase, 45–7, 144

Iacchus, 312
idealism, genealogy, and classicism, 101–2, 103
Ignatius, Letter to the Ephesians, 298
Iliad. see Homer, Iliad
imitatio Christi, 58, 124, 126, 335, 336
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immortality; see also death and temporality;
God’s time

generational succession as human means of,
46, 50, 190

human desire for glory (kleos) and, 45–9
Plato on, 172
promise of immortality after death in

Christianity, changes caused by, 58, 63
Socrates on, 56–7

Incarnation, Nonnus’ Paraphrase expressing
concept of, 248–50

industrialization and time, 5, 73, 76, 83
institutional church, resistance to, 388–90
international/national time, 4, 73, 137
Iphigeneia, 52
Irenaeus of Lyon, Adversus haereses, 93, 152, 187
Isidore of Seville, Etymologies, 342 n. 20
Islam, 15, 27, 72, 224 n. 1, 240
Isocrates, 104

James, William, 156, 157
Jameson, Frederic, 6, 212
Jerome

Epistles, 122, 126, 201
hagiographies of, 201–3
Hebrew privileging of, 235
Life of Paul the Hermit, 201
on life of St Paul, 390
negotiation between Christianity and Greek

cultural tradition in life-writing of, 203
Orosius and, 406
on pilgrimage, 122, 126, 201
public/institutional life, retreat from, 81
on sack of Rome (410), 406 n. 57
Sulpicius Severus, dialogues of, 386
Vulgate, 111, 340, 382, 383

Jerusalem, Synod of (415), 406
Jerusalem Temple

Christian churches compared to, 208, 215
destruction of, 66, 67, 92, 93, 141, 208, 350
prophesied reappearance of, 208

Jewish culture, 8–9; see also specific Jewish authors
and literary works

astrology/astronomy in, 296, 299, 300
Bible, re-reading/rewriting, 225–7
halacha, 67, 83, 205
Hebrew privileging of, 235
historical time in rabbinical writing, 66–7
imperial temporal regimes, reactions

against, 175
Jerusalem Temple, destruction of, 66, 67, 92,

93, 141, 350
Josephus straddling boundaries between

Roman culture and, 21
life-writing in, 204–5, 395

Neo-Platonism and Platonic idealism in,
165, 166

oral law, 224 n. 1
Philo’s ideological investment in harmony of

Hellenism and Jewish culture, 21
Prudentius attacking, 367
regulation of time, sanctification of calendar

as, 349–52
the Sabbath and the week, as unit of time, 217
Septuagint, authority of, 19
telling time, in rabbinical writing, 64–70
terms of identification and orthodoxy in, 9–11
typologizing of Hebrew Bible, 107–12
waiting, in rabbinic writing, 85

John, Gospel of, 37; see also Nonnus, Paraphrase
of the Gospel of John

beginning of, 41, 223, 239
Greek philosophy, influence of, 239–40

John Chrysostom, 92 n. 13, 95, 123, 153, 239,
346, 347

John the Baptist, 257, 259 n. 107, 395 n. 38
Joseph and Aseneth, 204
Joseph of Arimathea, 247, 261
Josephus
on astronomy/astrology, 300
on biblical Hexameter, 232
on Daniel, 92 n. 13
on flood story, 383
Jewish Antiquities, 21, 226
Life, 204
on philosophical choice in life, 186
on Septuagint, 21

Joyce, James, 78
Ulysses, 79

Jubilees, Book of, 23, 225, 300, 351
Julian calendar, 7, 175
Julian the Apostate, 35, 238, 387, 395
Julius Africanus, 147
Julius Caesar, 7, 87, 134
Justin Martyr, 93, 167, 409
Justinian, 209
Juvenal, 372, 376
Juvencus, 9

kairos (the decisive time)
death/immortality and, 50–6
end of days, waiting for, 93, 94
Melito of Sardis on typology, 110
simultaneity and, 138

Kalends, 176
Kanaan, V. L., 102
Kaye, Lynn, 65
Keble, John, The Christian Year, 83 n. 56,

360 n. 77
Kepler, Johannes, 300
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Kermode, Frank, 89
Kierkegaard, Søren, 159, 262
Concept of Anxiety, 211

King, Martin Luther, 90
Kingsley, Charles, Hypatia, 185
Koerner, Joseph, 120
Koselleck, Reinhart, 72, 136
Kosmin, Paul, 173, 175

Lacroix, Benoît, 412 n. 77
Lactantius, 44, 339
Laertes, 50, 85, 87, 308
Lambert, David, 184
Langlands, Rebecca, 105
last days. see end of days
Lawrence (martyr), 58, 360, 372 n. 101
Lawrence, D. H., 157, 158, 159, 160, 165
Lazarus story, 277, 324, 343
Leach, Edmund, 162
Lévi-Strauss, Claude, 162
Lewis, Wyndham, 78
Li, Yukai, 218
Licinius, 150
‘Life of Pelagia’, 198
Life of St Gregory of Akragas, 320 n. 17
life-writing and time, 12, 181–205
asceticism after conversion as feature of

Christian biography, 197–204
Augustine’s Confessions, 181–3, 185, 189–92,

390

autobiographies, 390
conversion, Christian focus on, 183–92
erotic life, in classical writing, 195–7
God’s time and, 182
in Greco-Roman culture, 184–8, 192–7
hinge between classical biography and

Christian hagiography, 390
Jerome, hagiographies of, 201–3
in Jewish culture, 204–5, 395
life choices versus conversion, in classical

writing, 184–8
negotiation between Christianity and Greek

cultural tradition in, 203
other Christian concepts of time affecting, 13
Paulinus of Milan’s biography of Ambrose,

388, 390
Plato’s Euthydemus, on development of the

self, 192–5
Plato’s Protagoras, on time of loving, 192–5
Sulpicius Severus’ Vita Martini, 380, 385–97
who am I/what am I, as beginning of,

181–3, 192
youth and ageing, in classical writing,

194–7

limmu lists, 71

Lindos Chronicle, Temple of Athene at Lindos,
Rhodes, 133–5, 136, 137

liturgical hours, 81–4, 347–9, 352
Livy, 105–6, 139, 140, 338, 397
Longinus, On the Sublime, 103–4
Loraux, Nicole, 115, 142
Lowth, Robert, 232 n. 33
Lucan, Pharsalia, 87
Lucian
On Astrology, 294
on death and temporality, 49, 56
on history and memory, in De dea Syria, 121
on philosophical choice in life, 186

Lucius Valerius, 106
Lucretius, 169–72, 338, 361 n. 80
Luhman, Niklas, 72
Luke-Acts, historical approach of, 239
Luther, Martin, 300

Macaulay, Charles, 175, 176
Macedonia, and theory of Four Empires, 413
Macrina (saint), 199–201
Macrobius, Saturnalia, 287
Manetho, 147
Manichaeans, 328
Manilius, 339
Marathon, battle of, 56, 114, 136, 143, 308
Marcella, letter of Jerome to, 122, 123
Marcellus, 246, 414
Marcian, 231 n. 25
Marcion and Marcionites, 226, 329 n. 31
Marclay, Christian, The Clock, 1–5, 215
Marcus Argentarius, 294, 298
Marcuse, Herbert, 211
Marduk, 70
Martial, 80, 349 n. 51
Martin of Tours, 9, 348, 380, 385–97
Martindale, Charles, 102
martyrs and martyrdom; see also specific martyrs
asceticism as feature of Christian biography,

197–204

Augustine on, 125
death and temporality, 57–8, 63
Gregory of Nazianzus on ‘living martyrs’,

202 n. 45
Prudentius, on Cassian of Imola, 122, 124–6

Marx, Karl, 74, 106, 214
Marxism, 6, 73
Mary, as theotokos, 249, 282
Mary of Egypt, 58, 191, 197, 201
Mary Magdalene, 245
Massacre of the Innocents, 365, 371
Maurice, F. D., 271 n. 13
Maximius, 387, 395
Maximus the Confessor, 36 n. 47
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Mbembe, Achille, 213
McCabe, M. M., 193
McKinnon, James, 347
Melanchthon, Philip, 300
Melito of Sardis, Peri Pascha, 109
Memnon, 87
memory and memorialization. see history and

memory
Mendelsohn, Daniel, 218, 345
Menelaus, 29, 48, 49, 52, 164
metanoia, 183
Metis, 28
midrash, as re-reading/rewriting of biblical

text, 227
Milan, Edict of (313), 150
Minos, problem of, 143–5
mixing, Gregory of Nazianzus on, 237–8, 325, 333
modern concept of time, 1–6, 72–5
modern experience of the now, 156–63
Modern Times (film), 4
modernity and secularism, 7
Momigliano, Arnaldo, 148
monastic time, 81–4, 375
Monica (saint), 190, 191, 192, 200
Monroe, Marilyn, 1, 4
Montesquieu, 104
Mucius Scaevola, 134
mystery cults, 56
myth and history, distinguishing, 141–7, 148
Mytilene, Athenian vote to execute men of, 183

Nachträglichkeit, 78
national/international time, 4, 73, 137
Nausicaa, 202, 416
Nazis, 175
Nebuchadnezzar (Babylonian ruler), 208
Neo-Platonism, 165, 200, 216, 226, 239, 258

n. 105, 287, 288
Neoptolemus, 29, 87, 308
Nephilim, 358
Nero, 396
Nestorius, 224, 249
Netras of Pharan, 393
New Testament. see Gospels; Paul and Pauline

writings; specific books
Newman, John Henry, Cardinal, 10, 340
Newton, Isaac, 77
Newtonian absolute time, 137
Nicaea, First Council of (325), Nicene creed, and

Nicene theology, 36, 38, 224, 225, 244,
249, 250, 251, 334, 335, 347, 354, 373

Nicodemus, 247, 263
Nietzsche, Friedrich, 214
Nightingale, Andrea, 129
Nilus of Ancyra, 239

Ninus (Assyrian ruler), 407, 412
Niobe, 305
Nock, Arthur Darby, 184
Nonna (mother of Gregory of Nazianzus), 62–3,

258 n. 103
Nonnus, Dionysiaca, 9, 242, 267–313
akikhētos (unattainable), use of, 268
astrology/astronomy/Zodiac in, 291–307
Beroe/Beirut and Dionysus in Asia,

279–86, 288
Christian context of, 272, 278, 282, 288, 292,

295–301, 303–4, 307
on creation, 270
Deriades and the Indians, battle against, 307–9
eternity/Aion in, 267–76, 278, 280, 282, 283,

286, 288, 305
flood story in, 267–9
on genealogy and beginnings, 269,

276–86, 308
Gregory of Nazianzus compared, 321, 322,

324, 331
on harmonia/Harmonia, 268, 271, 275, 278,

284, 289–91, 305
Paraphrase compared, 246 n. 71, 246, 258

n. 106, 260 n. 109, 113, 263 n. 118, 268,
270, 271, 272, 273, 275, 277, 292, 297, 302,
303, 311, 312

prophetic tablets of Harmonia in, 289–91, 305
rebirth/regrowth/regeneration in, 270, 271,

273, 276–8, 310–11
religious and cultural identity of Nonnus

and, 240
return in, 267
Seasons (Hōrai) in, 278, 289–91, 305
on shield of Dionysus, 304, 311
Sulpicius Severus’ Chronicon compared, 405
typology in, 309–13
Tyre and hymn to Sun in, 286–9
wine, invention of, 269

Nonnus, Paraphrase of the Gospel of John, 9,
223–66

achronos at beginning of, 223, 242–4, 327
aiōn/aiōnios (everlasting/eternal)/Aiōn as deity,

use of, 253–6, 257, 258–9, 268, 302
akikhētos (unattainable), use of, 244–7,

248, 256
Ambrose, hymns of, 356
ambrosios, use of, 259
aporrhētos (inexpressible), use of, 248
archē arrhētos (ineffable beginning), use of, 247
Dionysiac imagery in, 241
Dionysiaca compared, 246 n. 71, 246, 258

n. 106, 260 n. 109, 113, 263 n. 118, 268,
270, 271, 272, 273, 275, 292, 297, 302, 303,
311, 312
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Nonnus, Paraphrase of the Gospel (cont.)
on divinity of Jesus, 251
empedos (fixed), use of, 256–8, 260, 292, 322
expansiveness and excessiveness of, 252, 260
Father, relationship of the Son to, 250
first five verses, analysis of, 243–51
Gregory of Nazianzus compared, 322, 324
homochronos (contemporaneous), use of, 252–3
Incarnation, expressing concept of, 248–50
Lazarus story in, 277, 324
logos, use of, 249
on metatropos (change) and on triumph of

Jesus over death/time, 260–5
metratropos (change) in, 260
palinauxei (rebirth/regrowth/regeneration)

in, 271
pandamator (conquerer of all), time as, 259
poetry, defences of use of, 230, 231–4, 235–40
Ps-Apollinaris, Metaphrasis of the Psalms and,

230–5

religious and cultural identity of Nonnus,
240–2

rewriting the scriptures, concept of, 223–35
Sulpicius Severus, Chronicon, and, 400, 405
on surprise, suddenness, and the unexpected

(aproïdēs), 261–2
transformation of theological time in, 251–65

novelty, late antique negativity of, 228
the now. see timelessness and the now

O’Daly, Gerard, 340, 341, 370
Odysseus
death/temporality and, 46, 48, 49–50, 53, 275
exemplarity of, 416
God’s time and, 24–8, 29–31, 44
household, generational defence of, 308
Macrina compared, 200
waiting and, 85, 86, 99
weeping at song of his own exploits, 125

Odyssey. see Homer, Odyssey
Oedipus, 51, 55, 101, 181, 274
Old Testament. see Hebrew Bible/Old

Testament
Olympiads, as dating mechanism, 139, 140, 148
Ophion, 289
Oppian Law against extravagance, 106
Origen
on astrology/astronomy, 296
on continual prayer, 348
Contra Celsum, 34 n. 38, 35 n. 41
on 1 Enoch, 93
Eusebius of Caesarea and, 148, 151, 152
Gregory of Nazianzus and, 321 n. 20
on Hebrew verse, 232
Hexapla, 19 n. 2, 148

on human physical existence, 316 n. 8
Jerome referencing, 123
Philo’s influence on, 226
on philosophical choice in life, 186
on providential unification of Roman

empire, 179
typology of, 108, 110, 111

Origenists, 406
original sin, 182, 333, 360
Orosius, 9, 141 n. 23, 333 n. 38, 338
Commonitorium, 406
Historiae, 406–19
Liber Apologeticum, 406

Orpheus, 60
Orphic Hymn, 8, 287
Orphism, 270, 282, 289, 290, 305, 306
Ouranos, 28, 282
Overbeck, Franz, 150
Ovid
Fasti, 14, 293
Metamorphoses, 89, 185, 293
Nonnus’ Dionysiaca and, 268, 283

Pachomius, 81, 82
‘pagan’, concept of, 10, 242
paideia and paideusis, 10, 35, 61, 136, 151–2, 200
Palatine Anthology, 59–63, 206–9
Pamphilus, 152
Pan, 267, 308
Pantheon, Rome, 132, 135, 415
Paphlagon, Nicetas David, 320
Paraphrase, 277; see also Nonnus, Paraphrase of

the Gospel of John
poetry, defences of use of, 230, 231–4, 235–40
Ps-Apollinaris, Metaphrasis of the Psalms,

230–5, 400
rewriting the scriptures, concept of, 223–35
single message of Christianity echoing through

different languages, 234–5
translations versus centos, 228

Parian Marble, Paros, 135, 136, 137, 412
Paris (Homeric character), 29, 49, 87
Parmenides, 150, 213, 215
Parthenon, Athens, 113, 115, 121, 143
Pascal, Blaise, 159
‘Passion of Perpetua and Felicity’, 188
Passover/Easter dating controversy, 153–4
past time. see history and memory
Pater, Walter, 157–9, 160
Marius the Epicurean, 158
The Renaissance: Studies in Art and Poetry, 158

Patroclus, 86, 164
Pattison, George, 159
Paul and Pauline writings
aiōn/aiōnios (everlasting), use of, 255
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in Ambrose’s hymns, 355, 360, 371, 377–8
Augustine’s sortes sacrae in, 190, 192
conversion of Paul, 184, 188
Jerome’s life of Paul, 390
Prudentius on, 360, 371, 377–8
typology, use of, 107
waiting in, 94–5, 99, 177

Paul the Hermit, 201
Paula (friend of Jerome), 123, 201
Paulinus of Milan, biography of Ambrose,

388, 390
Paulinus of Nola, 122, 208, 370 n. 96, 380, 386
Paulus Orosius. see Orosius
Pausanias, 114 n. 4, 120, 136
pax Romana, 149
Pelagia (saint), 198, 201
Pelagians, 406
Penelope (wife of Odysseus), 25, 48, 49, 50,

87, 158
Penthesileia, 87
Pepys, Samuel, 77
Peri Parthenion, 32
Pericles, 115
periodization, 73, 161 n. 25, 213
Perpetua (saint), 188, 191
Persephone, 31, 301–3, 310
Persia

Athenian war with, 113, 114, 115, 146
Greek and Roman versus Persian history, 163
Seleucid empire, temporal regime of, 173, 175

Peshitta, 383
Peter (apostle), 261, 342, 343, 354, 355, 360, 377–8
Petronius, 81
Phanes. see Eros/Phanes
Pheidias, statue of Zeus at Olympia, 273
Phidias, 132 n. 1
Philip of Macedon, 138
Philo of Alexandria

on astronomy/astrology, 300
creation, Platonic ideas about, 167
denial of gap between languages and cultures

by, 228
on flood story, 383
on Greek roots of Hebrew, 232
ideological investment in harmony of

Hellenism and Jewish culture, 21
Life of Moses, 204
Platonizing approach to Hebrew Bible, 20, 30,

108, 226
rewriting biblical texts in Greek prose, 226
on Septuagint, 20, 22
on telling time, 64

Philo of Byblos, 280
Philoctetes, 88
Philomela, 305

pilgrims and pilgrimage
Augustine on earthly life as pilgrimage, 179
history/memory and, 122–6

Pindar
Eusebius of Caesarea and, 150
exemplarity and, 105
generational significance of games in, 308
on God’s time, 30, 31
Nemean Odes, 31
praise, poetics of, 164

Pinter, Harold, 4
Pirkei Avot (The Ethics of the Fathers), 86
Pirkei de Rabbi Eliezer, 383
Piso (Gnaeus Calpurnius Piso), 119
Plato, works, 295
Euthydemus, 192–5
Laws, 45, 274
Parmenides, 211
Protagoras, 195–6
Republic, 45, 118, 142, 210
Symposium, 210, 236
Theaetetus, 172d, 71
Timaeus, 165–9, 216, 271, 287

Plato and Platonism, 14; see also Neo-Platonism
Augustine compared, 182
cave, parable of the, 142, 210
Cicero responding to, 169
on creation, 166–9, 173, 270
on death and temporality, 45–7, 56–7, 63
on demiurge, 339
on Egyptian history, 146
Eusebius of Caesarea and, 150
Forms, theory of, 168
Gregory of Nazianzus and, 318
on history and memory, 118
on Homer, 45–7
on ‘human race’, 45–7, 144
on immortality of the soul, 172
Jewish and Christian influence of, 165, 166
on memory, 126–7
myth, use of, 142, 143
Nonnus’ Dionysiaca and, 270, 271, 274
Philo and, 20, 30, 108, 226
on rebirth, 263
sexology, nineteenth-century, 214
Socrates, death of, 56–7
Sulpicius Severus and dialogues of, 386
on surprise, suddenness, and the unexpected,

210–12

on timelessness and the now, 156, 157,
165–9, 172

on water-clocks, 71
Pliny the Elder, 81, 134, 136, 398 n. 46
Pliny the Younger, 71, 120
Plutarch, 140, 186

Subject Index 495

www.cambridge.org/9781316512906
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51290-6 — The Christian Invention of Time
Simon Goldhill 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

poetry, defences of use of, 230, 231–4, 235–40
Polemo, 186
politics
classicism as politics and aesthetics of

untimeliness, 103, 214–15
of history and memory in Athens, 113–18
Lindos Chronicle and, 135
liturgy, politicization of, 347
Pantheon, Rome, restoration of, 132, 135
public versus private Christian practice, 361,

388–90

telling time as means of political control, 71–5
of Virgil’s Aeneid, 272
waiting as politicized issue, 90

Polybius, History, 138–41, 150, 174, 210, 412
Polycrates, 143, 144
Polydeuces (brother of Helen of Troy), 30–1
polyptoton, 339
Pompeius Trogus, 409
Pomponius Mela, 398 n. 46
Ponticianus, 189, 191
Porphyry of Tyre, 127, 281
Against the Christians, 280

Pranger, Bert, 339
the present. see timelessness and the now
Priscillian and Priscillianists, 387–9, 406
private versus public Christian practice, 361,

388–90

Proclus
Commentary on Plato’s Timaeus, 287 n. 47,

325 n. 28
‘Hymn to the Sun’, 287
Marinus’ life of, 349 n. 51

Prometheus Bound (attrib. Aeschylus), 54–5
Protestant work ethic, 74
Proteus, 273
Proust, Marcel, 127
Prudentius, 9, 15, 360–79
Ambrose and, 337 n. 4, 339, 344 n. 26, 360–1,

363, 364, 365, 368, 369, 372, 375–9
Apotheosis, 372
Augustine and, 179
Cathemerinon, 360–74, 376
on Christmas, 366–8, 374
Dittochaeon, 337 n. 4
dynamic tensions within Christianity of fifth

century and, 376
on Epiphany, 368–72, 374
on flood story, 383
Gregory of Nazianzus compared, 363, 364,

365, 366
Hamartigenia, 360, 371
Peristephanon, 57, 122–6, 360, 365, 377–8
pilgrimage poem on Cassian of Imola, 122,

124–6

private versus public Christian practice and,
361, 388–90

Psychomachia, 360
Sulpicius Severus compared, 385, 404
Against Symmachus, 360
typology, use of, 108, 371, 372, 373

Psammetichus, 146
Ps-Apollinaris, Metaphrasis of the Psalms,

230–5, 400
Ps-Clement, Recognitions, 296
Ps-Manetho, 295 n. 70, 323 n. 22
Psyche and Cupid, 184
Ptolemy Philadelphus, 20, 233
Ptolemy Philopater, 138
public versus private Christian practice, 361,

388–90

Pucci, Joseph, 361 n. 80
Puffendorf, Samuel, 115
Purves, Alex, 26
Pyramus and Thisbe, 268, 272, 305
Pythagoras, 302
Pythagorean transmigration of souls, 56
Pythonax, 59

queer time, 78 n. 43
Quintilian, 292
Quintus of Smyrna, 9, 263 n. 118, 285 n. 37, 407
Posthomerica, 87, 278

‘rape’ of time in dedication poem for
St Polyeuktos, Constantinople, 12,
206–9

raven, Noah, and the flood, 380–5
Redfield, James, 163
Reformation, 11, 15, 122, 215, 382
regulation of time, sanctification of calendar as,

345–52; see also Ambrose of Milan;
Prudentius

in Jewish cultic practice, 349–52
liturgical use of composed hymns versus

psalms, 346–7
politicization of liturgy and, 347
times of prayer in Christian liturgy, setting of,

347–9

repentance
conversion, Christian life-writing focused on,

183–7

death/temporality and, 58
Revelation, Book of, 94
rewriting the scriptures, concept of, 223–35
Rheia, 28
ring composition, 218
ritual, changing experience of time, 213
Roman consuls’ election years, as dating

mechanism, 140

496 Subject Index

www.cambridge.org/9781316512906
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51290-6 — The Christian Invention of Time
Simon Goldhill 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Roman culture. see Greco-Roman culture
Rome

Christian purpose of history of, 413
fall of, 174–5, 177
foundation of Rome and Carthage in

same year, 140
Four Empires, theory of, 413
history and memory in, 118–20
horologium of Augustus, in forum, 87, 118
Nazi imitation of, 175
Pantheon, 132, 135, 415
sack of (410), 176, 406, 411
Virgil’s Aeneid on founding of, 338

Rousseau, Philip, 393
Rufinus, 19 n. 2, 296
rupture and continuity, 12, 206–19; see also

conversion
Aristotle, Parmenides and Zeno on movement

and change, 213
classicism, revolutionary or conservative,

214–15

marking out time, necessity of, in human
culture, 215

other Christian concepts of time affecting, 13
Plato on the sudden, 210–12
‘rape’ of time in dedication poem for

St Polyeuktos, Constantinople, 12,
206–9, 215

ritual, changing experience of time, 213
surprise, suddenness, and the unexpected,

functional effects of, 209–13
theories of time and social behaviour, dynamic

between, 215–19
Ruskin, John, 158
Russian Revolution, 214

the Sabbath and the week, as unit of time, 217
sack of Rome by Visigoths (410), 176, 406, 411
St Polyeuktos, Constantinople, dedication of,

206–9

Sallust, 386, 390, 391, 392
Sanchuniathon of Beirut, 281
Sappho, 164, 195
Saragossa, Council of (380), 388
Scaliger, Joseph Justus, 149 n. 43
Schadewaldt, Wolfgang, 211
Scheindler, Augustin, 229, 246,

260

Schmitt, Carl, 174
Scholem, Gershom, 93
Schutz, Alfred, 162
Schwartz, Seth, 225 n. 6
Scipio, dream of, 174
Scott, Walter, 72
Scripture. see Bible

Seasons (Hōrai) in Nonnus, Dionysiaca, 278,
289–91, 305

secularism and modernity, 7, 161 n. 25
Seder Olam, 67, 351
Sedley, David, 167, 169
Seleucid empire, temporal regime of, 173, 175
Semele, 269, 305
Senacherib (Assyrian ruler), 70
Seneca, 178
Seneca, suicide of, 57
Septimius Severus, 133, 415
Septuagint
aiōn/aiōnios (everlasting), use of, 255
authoritativeness in Christianity and Judaism,

19, 22
calculation of years between Adam and the

flood, 148
deliberate mistranslation of timing of creation,

19–24, 226
Gospel references to, 90, 223
Jerome’s Vulgate compared, 111
lack of poetic impact of original verses in, 233
makhairē (dagger), use of, 246
metanoia not occurring in, 183
narratives of creation of, 20–2
Noah, the flood, and the raven, compared to

Sulpicius Severus’ Chronicon, 380–5
Ps-Apollinaris, Metaphrasis of the Psalms, 230

Seven Against Thebes, 143
sexology, nineteenth-century, 214
Shafi-i, Imam, 15
Shelley, Percy Bysshe, 214
shema, 68, 351–2
Sherman, Cindy, 4
shield of Dionysus, 304, 311
Shimon ben Yochai, 23
Shlovsky, Viktor, 89, 210, 213
Simelidis, Christos, 320 n. 17
Simeon Stylites, 58, 198, 201, 216
Simonides, 59
Simplicianus, 389 n. 24
simultaneity and synchronicity, 12, 132–55
classical ‘universal histories’ and local history,

137–41

Egyptian versusGreek andRoman history, 144–7
epigraphy, Greco-Roman, and location of the

self in time, 132–6
Eusebius, historical time in, 147–55
myth and history, distinguishing, 141–7, 148
Orosius, Historiae and, 412
other Christian concepts of time affecting, 13
single clock and single time-scale predicated

on problem of, 136–7
symbolic significance of, 140, 149, 154

Sinaiticus, Codex, 225

Subject Index 497

www.cambridge.org/9781316512906
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51290-6 — The Christian Invention of Time
Simon Goldhill 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Smith, Mark, 224
Smith, Zadie, 1
Social War, 138
Socrates (historian), 238 n. 42, 347
Socrates (philosopher)
death of, 56–7, 186
myth, use of, 142
in Plato’s Euthydemus, 192–5
Sulpicius Severus on, 392
in Symposium, 210
on water-clocks, 71

Solomon (biblical king), 208
Solon, 47, 140, 146, 283, 305
songs and singing, Christian suspicion of, 346
Sophocles, 102, 268
Hegel and, 102
Oedipus Tyrannus, 101, 181

Sorabji, Richard, 76
soul
Plato on immortality of, 172
Pythagorean transmigration of, 56

Sozomen, 238 n. 42
Spanoudakis, Konstantinos, 238 n. 42, 277
Spencer, Herbert, 74
spolia, poetics of, 150
stars. see astrology/astronomy/Zodiac
Stephen I (pope), 228 n. 17
Stern, Sacha, 175
Stesichorus, 29, 239 n. 46
stoa poikilē (Painted Stoa), agora, Athens, 114
Stoicism, 57, 169, 216, 255, 339 n. 10
Strachey, James, 78
Suetonius, 185, 390, 391
Sulpicius Severus, 9, 380–419
Ambrose compared, 404
Augustine compared, 386, 394, 405
Bible, Chronicon as retelling/abridgment of,

397–406, 412
biographical information, 380, 385–7
Chronicon, 380–5, 388, 397–406
on continual prayer, 348
Dialogue, 386, 398
Gregory of Nazianzus compared, 405
Noah, the flood, and the raven in Chronicon,

compared to Septuagint, 380–5
Nonnus compared, 400, 405
Orosius compared, 406, 407, 408, 409, 412
on the present, 411
Prudentius compared, 385, 404
as ‘villa-Christian’, 388
Vita Martini, 380, 385–97, 401, 406

Sun, hymn to, in Nonnus, Dionysiaca, 286–9
Superbowl, time in, 2
supersessionism
destruction of Temple and, 92

story of creation of Septuagint as tool of, 22
typology and, 110
violence of, 10, 13

surprise, suddenness, and the unexpected
functional effects of, 209–13
in Nonnus, Paraphrase of the Gospel of John,

261–2

Plato on, 210–12
Sykes, Donald, 326
Symmachus, 360
Syncellus, 141
Synesius of Cyrene, 172, 185, 270, 389, 390
synkrisis (comparison), in Plutarch, 186

Taautos/Thoth, 281
Tacitus, 105, 139, 140, 185, 386, 392, 408
Agricola, 391
Annals, 149

Taft, Robert, 349, 351
Tatian, Address to the Greeks, 98
Teiresias, 49, 87, 181
Telemachus, 26, 29, 50, 308
telling time, 12, 64–84
Aristotle on, 75–6, 77
Assyrian calculations of astronomical time,

70

Christian transformation of, 74, 77, 81–4
clocks and watches, 77
digression and, 80
in Greco-Roman world, 71–2, 80–1
historical overview of, 70–80
ordering of narrative and ordering of time,

interrelationship of, 69, 78–80
political control, as means of, 71–5
in rabbinical writing, 64–70

Temple, Jerusalem. see Jerusalem Temple
tempora Christiana, 409–12
Tertullian, 22, 179 n. 79, 224, 298, 299, 339, 348,

368, 376
De baptismo, 310 n. 113
De spectaculis, 299

Thecla, 188, 191, 199
Themis, 28, 283
Themistocles, 53 n. 19
Theocritus, 302
Theodectes, 239
Theodoret of Cyrrhus, 314 n. 1
Theodosius II, 208, 242, 387
Theodotus, 298, 325
Theophilus, 388, 389
theotokos, Mary as, 249, 282
Therapeutae, 232
Thetis, 55, 273, 276, 309
Thomas (apostle), 245, 261
Thucydides

498 Subject Index

www.cambridge.org/9781316512906
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51290-6 — The Christian Invention of Time
Simon Goldhill 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

epistemology of evidence, commitment
to, 402

exempla/typology and, 105
historical time, invention of, 141–2, 143–4
history and memory in, 115, 116
on myth versus history, 141–2, 144, 145
Mytilene, vote to execute men of, 183
simultaneity, problem of, 139
on telling time, 66

Tiberius, 185
Tillich, Paul, 326
Timaeus (historian), 66, 140
Time; see also Christian invention of time
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