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THE CHRISTIAN INVENTION OF TIME

Time is integral to human culture. Over the last two centuries
people’s relationship with time has been transformed through indus-
trialization, trade and technology. But the first such life-changing
transformation – under Christianity’s influence – happened in late
antiquity. It was then that time began to be conceptualized in new
ways, with discussion of eternity, life after death and the end of days.
Individuals also began to experience time differently: from the seven-
day week to the order of daily prayer and the festal calendar of
Christmas and Easter. With trademark flair and versatility, world-
renowned classicist Simon Goldhill uncovers this change in thinking.
He explores how it took shape in the literary writing of late antiquity
and how it resonates even today. His bold new cultural history will
appeal to scholars and students of classics, cultural history, literary
studies and early Christianity alike.

simon goldhill is Professor of Greek at the University of
Cambridge and a Fellow of King’s College, as well as Foreign
Secretary of the British Academy. He is one of the best-known
classicists of his generation who has lectured all over the world, and
he has appeared on TV and radio from Canada to Australia. His
books have been translated into ten languages and have won three
international prizes.

www.cambridge.org/9781316512906
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51290-6 — The Christian Invention of Time
Simon Goldhill 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

greek culture in the roman world

series editors

JAŚ ELSNER, University of Oxford
SIMON GOLDHILL, University of Cambridge

CONSTANZE GÜTHENKE, University of Oxford
MICHAEL SQUIRE, King’s College London

Founding Editors
SUSAN E. ALCOCK

JAŚ ELSNER
SIMON GOLDHILL
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Ditto. Dittochaeon (Double Shepherd’s Staff)
Ham. Hamartigenia (The Origin of Sin)
In Sym. In Symmachum (Against Symmachus)
Perist. Peristephanon (Crowns of the Martyrs)
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De cor. De coronamilitis (On the Soldier’sCrown)
De spect. De spectaculis (On the Shows)

Thess. Thessalonians
Varro
Ling. De lingua latina (On the Latin Language)

xvi List of Abbreviations of Ancient Sources

www.cambridge.org/9781316512906
www.cambridge.org

