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|An Iranian Childhood

Hamid Dabashi was born and raised in southern Iran in the 1950s and

1960s. During this time, his homeland was changed beyond recognition,

from the 1953 coup d’état to the 1963 political protests and the beginning

of the Marxist rebellions against the Shah in 1971. In this vibrant, unique,

and personal study, Dabashi recounts his experiences of this defining

period in modern Iranian history, deftly blending the personal with the

political, the ordinary with the extraordinary. He combines vivid child-

hood memories with careful reflections to explore the intersections of

history and memory. This lyrically written book draws upon a rich tapes-

try of themes and sources, including art, literature, and folklore. In doing

so, Dabashi asserts the power and place of the knowing postcolonial

subject. Redrawing the limits of modern literary historiography, he asks

what it means to be a Muslim and an Iranian and, indeed, what it is that

forms the humanity of a person.

hamid dabashi is Hagop Kevorkian Professor of Iranian Studies and

Comparative Literature at Columbia University. He is the author of many

books and scholarly essays on subjects ranging from Iranian Studies,

medieval and modern Islam, and comparative literature to world cinema

and the philosophy of arts. His books and articles have been translated

into numerous languages, and he has taught and delivered lectures in many

North American, European, Arab, and Iranian universities.
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The Global Middle East series seeks to broaden and deconstruct the

geographical boundaries of the “Middle East” as a concept to include

North Africa, Central and South Asia, and diaspora communities in

Western Europe and North America. The series features fresh scholar-

ship that employs theoretically rigorous and innovative methodo-

logical frameworks resonating across relevant disciplines in the

humanities and the social sciences. In particular, the general editors

welcome approaches that focus on mobility, the erosion of nation-state

structures, travelling ideas and theories, transcendental techno-politics,

the decentralization of grand narratives, and the dislocation of ideolo-

gies inspired by popular movements. The series will also consider

translations of works by authors in these regions whose ideas are

salient to global scholarly trends but have yet to be introduced to the

Anglophone academy.
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Iran–Politics and government–1925-1979. | Iranian Americans–New York

(State)–New York–Biography.

Classification: LCC DS318.84.D33 A3 2023 (print) | LCC DS318.84.D33 (ebook) |

DDC 955.05092 [B]–dc23/eng/20221117

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022049356

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022049357

ISBN 978-1-316-51285-2 Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence

or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this

publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will

remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781316512852
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51285-2 — An Iranian Childhood
Hamid Dabashi
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

For my children

Kaveh, Pardis, Chelgis, and Golchin

So they know and remember . . .

www.cambridge.org/9781316512852
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51285-2 — An Iranian Childhood
Hamid Dabashi
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

List of Figures page x

Acknowledgments xi

Prelude: Myself as Another 1

1 My Memories of Our Forgetfulness 12

2 Once Upon a Moonlight in the Merry Month of June 73

3 The House on Ardeshir Street 123

4 My Elephant Was Dreaming of India 160

Epilogue: Myself as Myself 195

Works Cited 209

Index 213

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781316512852
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51285-2 — An Iranian Childhood
Hamid Dabashi
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Figures

P.1 Adnan Afravian as Bashu in Bahram Beizai’s Bashu:

The Little Stranger (1989) page 9

1.1 Sadeq Tabrizi, Untitled, (1982), oil on cardboard, 70

� 130 cm, private collection, Tehran. (Courtesy of

Hamid Keshmirshekan). 35

2.1 Abbas Boloukifar, Karbala Epic, (1985), oil on canvas,

325 � 420 cm, collection of Tehran Museum of

Contemporary Art. (Courtesy of Hamid

Keshmirshekan). 110

2.2 Official certificate of my graduation from Farrokhi

Elementary School in Ahvaz (June 1964) 118

3.1 Second-grade Persian-language textbook, circa 1950s.

(http://.mghaed.com/lawh/memoirs/old_textbook.

htm) 151

4.1 Raj Kapoor’s Sangam (1964), starring Raj Kapoor,

Vyjayanthimala, and Rajendra Kumar 179

4.2 Samples from the delightful book series Ketab-ha-ye

Tala’i/Golden Books, which introduced young readers

to world literature 183

4.3 John Ford’s Tobacco Road (1941); Yours Truly,

Johnny Dollar radio drama 186

4.4 Amir Naderi, The Runner (1984) 190

E.1 Paul Klee, Angelus Novus/New Angel (1920) (Found

in the collection of the Israel Museum, Jerusalem.

Photo by Fine Art Images/Heritage Images/Getty

Images) 205

x

www.cambridge.org/9781316512852
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51285-2 — An Iranian Childhood
Hamid Dabashi
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Acknowledgments

Maria Marsh, Emily Sharp, Ali Mirsepassi, Arshin Adib-Moghaddam,

Atifa Jiwa, and Rachel Imrie have been instrumental in enabling me to

write this book. From its conception to delivery, this book needed very

special care that these capable editors and fine scholars gave readily

and enthusiastically. I am grateful to them.

An anonymous reviewer wrote a detailed and deeply insightful

review of the proposal for this book. When the book was complete,

this reviewer gave it yet another solid and equally perceptive read.

Words fail me to express my gratitude to this anonymous reviewer.

Over the years I have been blessed by many such kind, caring, selfless,

and exceedingly competent colleagues. But this reviewer was both a

deeply cultivated colleague and a very perceptive reader. The reviewer

saw through the things that were hidden even to my own eyes. The two

detailed reviews I received from this anonymous colleague sent me

back to the original proposal and enabled me to see more clearly what

I had just intuited in parts and left concealed in others. I thank this

reviewer for the gift of their perception and the generosity of their soul.

I have no idea who this colleague might be. I rather keep it that way.

I still wish to believe (sometimes against terrible odds) there are selfless

souls who give freely from the depth of their caring intellect.

The prose of this book had been brewing in me for all my academic

life, and it was the courage, imagination, and dedication of these fine

friends and principled colleagues that finally enabled me to sit down

and let it out.

Thank you, friends!

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781316512852
www.cambridge.org

