
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51270-8 — The Cambridge History of the American Essay
Edited by Christy Wampole , Jason Childs 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

the cambridge history of

THE AMERICAN ESSAY

From the country’s beginning, essayists in the United States have
used their prose to articulate the many ways their individuality
has been shaped by the politics, social life, and culture of this
place. The Cambridge History of the American Essay offers the fullest
account to date of this diverse and complex history. From Puritan
writings to essays by Indigenous authors, from Transcendentalist
and Pragmatist texts to Harlem Renaissance essays, from New
Criticism to New Journalism: The story of the American essay is
told here, beginning in the early eighteenth century and ending
with the vibrant, heterogeneous scene of contemporary essayistic
writing. The essay in the United States has taken many forms:
nature writing, travel writing, the genteel tradition, literary
criticism, and hybrid genres such as the essay film and the photo
essay. Across genres and identities, this volume offers a stirring
account of American essayism into the twenty-first century.
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K INOHI N I SH IKAWA is Associate Professor of English and African American Studies at
Princeton University. He is the author of Street Players: Black Pulp Fiction and the Making of

a Literary Underground (2018), and he is currently writing “Black Paratext,” a history of
modern African American literature and book design. Nishikawa’s essays have appeared in
PMLA, American Literary History, MELUS, Chicago Review, and other journals.

YOLANDA PAD ILLA is Associate Professor in the School of Interdisciplinary Arts and
Sciences at the University ofWashington, Bothell. She is coeditor of three volumes: Latina
Histories and Cultures: Feminist Readings and Recoveries of Archival Knowledge (2023), Bridges,
Borders, and Breaks: History, Narrative, and Nation in Twenty-First-Century Chicana/o Literary

Criticism (2016), and The Plays of Josefina Niggli: Recovered Landmarks of Latina

Literature (2007). She is currently working on a book on early twentieth-century
borderlands literature and print culture, and has published work related to this project
in journals such as New Centennial Review, Women’s Studies Quarterly, English Language

Notes, and Aztlan.

CYRUS R. K. PATELL is Professor of English at New York University and the author
of Emergent U.S. Literatures: From Multiculturalism to Cosmopolitanism in the Late Twentieth

Century (2014), Cosmopolitanism and the Literary Imagination (2015), and, most
recently, Lucasfilm: Filmmaking, Philosophy, and the Star Wars Universe (2021). He is the
coeditor (with Deborah Lindsay Williams) of the Oxford History of the Novel in English,
volume 8, American Fiction since 1940 and is presently at work on a study of the global
spread of Shakespeare’s Hamlet and a personal narrative about the importance of
cosmopolitanism.

NOAH RAWLINGS is a writer from North Carolina and a doctoral student in Princeton
University’s Department of French and Italian. His criticism, reporting, and creative
writing have appeared in Art Papers, Burnaway, Joyland, and elsewhere; he also copy-
edits for the Los Angeles Review of Books. His research concerns the history of
environmental thought and its manifestations in literature, philosophy, visual art, and
material practices (agriculture, horticulture) in the long nineteenth century.

ELLENA SAVAGE is an early career scholar in creative writing with an interest in the essay;
life writing; queer, feminist, and activist literatures; and experimental textual practices.
Her debut essay collection, Blueberries (2020), was shortlisted for the Victorian Premier’s
Literary Award and longlisted for the Stella Prize. She was a Marten Bequest traveling
scholar in 2019–21 and a teaching fellow at the University of Birmingham in 2022–23. She is
currently working on a novel with support from the Australia Council for the Arts.

DAV ID E. E. SLOANE is Professor Emeritus, University of New Haven. He earned his
PhD at Duke University in 1970. Among the books he has authored are Mark Twain as

a Literary Comedian (1979), The Literary Humor of the Urban Northeast, 1830–

1890 (1983), American Humor Magazines and Comic Periodicals (1987), Adventures of

Huckleberry Finn: American Comic Vision (1988), and Student Companion to Mark

Twain (2001). He is the editor of Mark Twain’s Humor: Critical Essays (1993) and New

Directions in American Humor (1998); he also contributed “Huckleberry Finn and Race:
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A Teacher’s Toolbox” to Victor Doyno’s CD Huck Finn: The Complete Buffalo and Erie

County Public Library Manuscript (2003).

JENNY SP INNER is Professor of English at Saint Joseph’s University in Philadelphia. She is
the author of creative essays as well as numerous works on the history of women essayists,
including Of Women and the Essay: An Anthology from 1655 to 2000 (2018). She serves as
a senior editor of Assay: A Journal of Nonfiction Studies.

R I CHARD SQUIBBS is Associate Professor of English at DePaul University in Chicago and
author of Urban Enlightenment and the Eighteenth-Century Periodical Essay (2014), as well as
more recent articles and chapters on British and early American periodicals. He is
currently writing a monograph that explores the messy entanglements of picaresque
fiction and the early English novel, portions of which have appeared in Eighteenth-

Century Fiction (2018) and The Eighteenth Century: Theory and Interpretation (2019).

JAN ST IEVERMANN is Professor of the History of Christianity in the United States at
Heidelberg University. His publications include book-length studies of Emerson’s
theology and aesthetics (2007), as well as of Cotton Mather’s Biblia Americana (2016). For
the scholarly edition of the Biblia, he has edited volumes 5 and 10 (2015 and 2022), and he
serves as the executive editor of the whole project. Among other multiauthored volumes,
he coedited A Peculiar Mixture: German-Language Cultures and Identities in Eighteenth-Century

North America (2013), The Oxford Handbook of Jonathan Edwards (2021), and The Bible in Early
Transatlantic Pietism and Evangelicalism (2022).

ELEN I THEODOROPOULOS is a PhD student in comparative thought and literature at
Johns Hopkins University, where she works on the essay and twentieth-century essayistic
fiction.

LAURA DASSOW WALLS is Professor Emerita at the University of Notre Dame, where she
taught American literature and the history and theory of ecological thought; previously
she taught at Lafayette College and the University of South Carolina. Her book Henry

David Thoreau: A Life (2017) received Phi Beta Kappa’s Christian Gauss Award and the Los
Angeles Times Book Award for Biography. Her other books include the award-winning
Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Shaping of America (2009), Emerson’s Life in
Science: The Culture of Truth (2003), and Seeing New Worlds: Henry David Thoreau and

Nineteenth-Century Natural Science (1995). Currently she is working on a literary
biography of the American writer Barry Lopez.

CHRI STY WAMPOLE is an essayist and professor at Princeton University. In addition to her
two scholarly books, Degenerative Realism: Novel and Nation in Twenty-First-Century France
(2020) and Rootedness: The Ramifications of a Metaphor (2016), she has published a collection
of essays titled The Other Serious: Essays for the New American Generation (2015). Her work
has appeared in the New York Times, the New Yorker, Aeon Magazine, the European Review of

Books, Public Books, and the Los Angeles Review of Books.
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HERTHA D. SWEET WONG, Professor of the Graduate School at the University of
California, Berkeley, teaches and writes about autobiography, visual culture, and
American literature, particularly Indigenous literatures. She is author of Picturing

Identity: Contemporary American Autobiography in Image and Text and Sending My Heart

Back across the Years: Tradition and Innovation in Native American Autobiography and
numerous essays on Indigenous literatures, as well as editor or coeditor of three
anthologies of Native American literatures.
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