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NAZISM, THE SECOND WORLD WAR AND THE
HOLOCAUST IN CONTEMPORARY LATIN
AMERICAN FICTION

Addressing the question of why many Latin American fiction authors
are writing about Nazism, the Second World War and the Holocaust
now, this book charts the evolution of Latin American literary pro-
duction from the nineteenth century, through the late twentieth-
century ‘Boom’, to the present day. Containing texts from Mexico,
Colombia, Brazil, Argentina and Chile, it analyses work by some of
the most well-known contemporary writers including Roberto
Bolano, Juan Gabriel Vésquez, Jorge Volpi, Lucia Puenzo, Patricio
Pron and Michel Laub; as well as notable precursors such as Jorge
Luis Borges, Carlos Fuentes and Ricardo Piglia. Nazism, the Second
World War and the Holocaust in Contemporary Latin American Fiction
argues that these authors find Nazism relevant to thinking through
some of the most urgent contemporary challenges we face: from
racism, to the unequal division of wealth and labour between the
global ‘North’ and ‘South’; and, of course, the general failure of
democracy to eliminate fascism.

DR EMILY M. BAKER is a research specialist in Comparative
Literature and Latin American Studies at University College
London. She holds a PhD from the University of Cambridge and
previously lectured at the University of Cambridge and Birkbeck
College, University of London.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316512425
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

g . Hﬁ}érsity Press & Assessment
A2-5 — Nazism, the Second World War and the Holocaust in Contemporary Latin

Graly 3
Frontmatter
More Information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316512425
www.cambridge.org

éﬁlﬁﬁﬁiﬁ g ' Hl%rsity Press & Assessment
Eaglly.

X2-5 — Nazism, the Second World War and the Holocaust in Contemporary Latin
Frontmatter

More Information

NAZISM,

THE SECOND WORLD WAR
AND THE HOLOCAUST IN
CONTEMPORARY
LATIN AMERICAN FICTION

EMILY M. BAKER
University College London

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316512425
www.cambridge.org

éﬁlﬁﬁgﬁ g ' Hl%rsity Press & Assessment
Eaglly.

X2-5 — Nazism, the Second World War and the Holocaust in Contemporary Latin
Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 88s, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, Ny 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05—06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781316512425
DOI: 10.1017/9781009067195

© Emily M. Baker 2022

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2022
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.
ISBN 978-1-316-51242-5 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316512425
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

g . Hﬁ}érsity Press & Assessment
A2-5 — Nazism, the Second World War and the Holocaust in Contemporary Latin

Graly 3
Frontmatter
More Information

For Mum and Dad

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316512425
www.cambridge.org

éﬁlﬁqf)jﬁ g ' Hl%rsity Press & Assessment
S%HY— X2-5 — Nazism, the Second World War and the Holocaust in Contemporary Latin

Frontmatter
More Information

Being in common has nothing to do with communion, with
fusion into a body, into a unique and ultimate identity that would
no longer be exposed. Being in common means, to the contrary,
no longer having, in any form, in any empirical or ideal place,
such a substantial identity, and sharing this (narcissistic) ‘lack of
identity.” This is what philosophy calls ‘finitude,” and the
following texts are entirely and uniquely devoted to an
understanding of it.

Jean-Luc Nancy, The Inoperative Community
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