Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51240-1 — Magic in Merlin's Realm
Francis Young

Table of Contents

More Information

CONTENTS

List of Plates
Preface

Introduction

Merlin’s Magic

History and Occult Traditions
Politics and the Occult

British Magic

Scope of the Book

1 ‘Britain Indulges in Magic’: The Origins
of Occult Traditions in Britain
Druids and Curse Tablets: The Occult Arts in
Ancient Britain
Imagined Twilight: The Age of Merlin
The Occult Arts and Christianity in Early
Medieval Britain
The Varieties of Magic
Natural Magic: Harnessing Occult Properties
Ritual Magic: Summoning Spirits
Alchemy: The Art of Transmutation
Astrology: Reading the Stars
Secrets of the Future: Divination and Prophecy
The Problem of Witchcraft As an Occult Tradition

Conclusion

X

page xiii
XV

14
24
25

32

33
37

41
50
54
6o
64
70
76
8o
83

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316512401
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51240-1 — Magic in Merlin's Realm
Francis Young

Table of Contents

More Information

Contents

2 The Secrets of the King: Occult and Royal

Power in Medieval Britain 85
Occult Power and the Royal Court in the

Twelfth Century 87
New Merlins: The Rise of the Occult Royal Advisor 92
Magical Panic in Fourteenth-Century England

and Ireland 97
Militarising the Occult Arts: The Hundred Years’ War 102
The Monarch As Magus: Richard II 109
Paranoia, Prophecy and Sorcery: The Occult Arts

under the Lancastrian Kings 118
Magic As Political Character Assassination: The Trial

of Joan of Arc 122
Occult Traditions and the Wars of the Roses 124
Conclusion 13§

3 Arthurian Dynasty: The Tudors and
Occult Power 138
Political Sorcery and the Early Tudor Court,

1485-1558 141
Massmongers and Witchmongers:

Discrediting Catholicism 151
Elizabeth’s Merlin: John Dee 161
An Occult Empire 169
Occult Missionary or Magical Spy? Giordano Bruno

in England 178
The Turn against Occultism 183
Conclusion 188

4 House of the Unicorn: Stuart Monarchy

and the Contest for Occult Authority 190
Occult Traditions in Scotland 191
X

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316512401
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51240-1 — Magic in Merlin's Realm
Francis Young

Table of Contents

More Information

Contents

Supernatural Paranoia and Reformation

in Sixteenth-Century Scotland

The Demonologist King: James VI and I’s
English Reign

Sorcery and Corruption at the Jacobean Court
Towards an Occult Revolution

Conclusion

5 Politics and the Decline of Magic,
1649-1714
An Occult Republic, 1649-1660
Restoring the Magic of Monarchy, 1660-1685
The End of Witchcraft?
Occult Revolutions, 1685-1688
Goodwin Wharton: The Last Merlin

Conclusion

6 Emanations of Albion: Politics and the
Occult in Modern Britain
Politics and the Occult in Enlightenment Britain
Occultism and Politics in the Romantic Era
The Occult during the Second World War
Politics and the Occult in Postwar Britain
Extreme Politics and the Occult
Occult Traditions and the Modern Monarchy
Conclusion

Conclusion
The Re-enchantment of Politics?
The Royal Occult Adviser
The Ruler As Benevolent Magus
The Ruler As Witch or Bewitched
Sorcery As Treason

204
212
218

232

234
238
247

254
260

267
276

278
279
286
295
307
313
319
322

326
327
331
334
335
337

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316512401
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51240-1 — Magic in Merlin's Realm
Francis Young

Table of Contents

More Information

Contents
Occult Weapons of War 339
Occult and Political Secrecy 340
Occult Prophecy and Magical Saviours 341
‘Magical Quietism’: The Cost of Occult Politics? 342
Bibliography 345
Index 369

The plate section is to be found between pages 174 and
175

xil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316512401
www.cambridge.org

