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Offering an in-depth overview and reappraisal of the 1860s in British
literature, this innovative volume features detailed analyses from
noted scholars at the top of their fields. Covering characteristic lit-
erary genres of the 1860s (including sensation and lyric, as well as
Golden Age children’s literature), and topics of current and enduring
interest in the field, from empire and slavery to evolution, environ-
mental issues, and economics, it incorporates drama as well as poetry
and fiction and emphasizes the history of publishing and periodi-
cals so important to the period. Chapters are attentive to the global
context, from Ireland on the stage, to Bengali literature, to Britain’s
muted response to the US Civil War. The Introduction gives an over-
view that places these individual chapters in the historical context of
the 1860s, as well as in the current scholarly conversation in the field.

PAMELA K. GILBERT is the Albert Brick Professor in the Department
of English at the University of Florida. Her books include Vicrorian
Skin: Surface, Self, History (2019), Disease, Desire and the Body in
Victorian Women's Popular Novels, (1997), Mapping the Victorian
Social Body (2004), The Citizen’s Body (2007), and Cholera and
Nation (2008).
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General Editors:

Gail Marshall, University of Reading
Andrew Stauffer, University of Virginia
Marion Thain, King’s College London

This series aims to move beyond existing preconceptions of the British literature
of each decade of the nineteenth century (‘the reforming thirties’, the ‘hungry
forties’, and the ‘naughty nineties’) in favor of a mode of characterization that
considers each ten-year period as a dynamic field of synchronic and diachronic
forces, and as sites of energetic tension between what came before and what
followed. Viewing the decade as a vivid and relational concept will reinvigorate
critical understanding of British literary production and consumption in a century
in which unprecedented historical self-reflexivity ensured concepts of a ‘century’
and a ‘decade’ became important structures for lived experience.

As literacy increased to near-ubiquity and modern print media emerged, British
literature evolved as a set of social practices and expressive modalities. The volumes
in this series produce fresh characterizations enabled by attention to recent (par-
ticularly digital) methodologies, as well as by examination of nineteenth-century
concerns that continue to shape our contemporary world, such as globalization,
the refugee crisis, and the changing nature of war. Each volume places British
literary history within transnational and global contexts, and, although rooted
in the study of literary texts, works within an explicitly interdisciplinary frame of
reference.

This series represents a unique and innovative approach to the nineteenth cen-
tury. It acknowledges the enormity of the changes witnessed by that period, and
investigates the ways in which literature colludes with and contests the century’s
shifting contours.
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