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Thomas Aquinas produced a voluminous body of work on moral
theory, and much of that work is on virtue, particularly the status
and value of the virtues as principles of virtuous acts, and the way
in which a moral life can be organized around them schematically.
Thomas Osborne presents Aquinas’s account of virtue in its histori-
cal, philosophical, and theological contexts, to show the reader what
Aquinas himself wished to teach about virtue. His discussion makes
the complexities of Aquinas’s moral thought accessible to readers
despite the differences between Thomas’s texts themselves, and the
distance between our background assumptions and his. The book
will be valuable for scholars and students in ethics, medieval phi-
losophy, and theology.

THOMAS M. OSBORNE, JR., is Professor in the Center for
Thomistic Studies and the Department of Philosophy at the
University of St. Thomas in Houston, Texas. His publications
include several books on medieval ethics and moral psychology, and
many articles in medieval, scholastic, and contemporary philosophy.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316511749
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51174-9 — Thomas Aquinas on Virtue
Thomas M. Osborne Jr

Frontmatter

More Information

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781316511749
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51174-9 — Thomas Aquinas on Virtue
Thomas M. Osborne Jr

Frontmatter

More Information

THOMAS AQUINAS
ON VIRTUE

THOMAS M. OSBORNE, JR.
University of St. Thomas, Houston

CAMBRIDGE

w UNIVERSITY PRESS

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781316511749
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51174-9 — Thomas Aquinas on Virtue
Thomas M. Osborne Jr

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 8ss, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, Usa
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05—06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781316511749
DOLI: 10.1017/9781009053754

© Thomas M. Osborne, Jr. 2022

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2022
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
~NaMEs: Osborne, Thomas M. (Thomas Michael), 1972— author.
TITLE: Thomas Aquinas on virtue / Thomas M. Osborne, Jr.
DESCRIPTION: Cambridge, United Kingdom : Cambridge University Press, 2022.
| Includes bibliographical references and index.
IDENTIFIERS: LCCN 2021970069 | 1SBN 9781316511749 (hardback)
| 1sBN 9781009053754 (ebook)

SUBJECTS: LcsH: Thomas, Aquinas, Saint, 12252-1274. | Virtue.
| Ethics, Medieval. | Christian ethics — History — Middle Ages, 600-1500.
CLASSIFICATION: LCC B765.T54 083 2022 | DDC 189/.4—dc23/eng/20220124

Lc record available at https:/lccn.loc.gov/2021970069

ISBN 978-1-316-51174-9 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316511749
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51174-9 — Thomas Aquinas on Virtue
Thomas M. Osborne Jr

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents
Acknowledgments page Vi
Note on the Texts vii
List of Abbreviations viii
Introduction I
1 The Definition of Virtue 10
2 Intellectual and Moral Virtue 44
3 Divisions of Moral Virtue 82
4 Natural and Supernatural Virtue 125
s The Properties of Virtue 158
6 Thomistic Virtue and Contemporary Thought 191
Conclusion 211
Bibliography 218
Index 231
A\

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781316511749
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51174-9 — Thomas Aquinas on Virtue
Thomas M. Osborne Jr

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments

I would like to thank the anonymous readers and others who commented
on parts of this book, in particular Maureen Bielinski, Carlos Casanova,
Timothy Jacobs, and Steven Jensen.

vi

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781316511749
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51174-9 — Thomas Aquinas on Virtue
Thomas M. Osborne Jr

Frontmatter

More Information

Note on the Texts

In references to medieval works that are written in the “disputed ques-
tion” style, “prol.” stands for a prologue, “resp.” or “sol.” refers to the
body or main response of an article, “s.c.” to the sed contra or consid-
erations “on the other hand,” while “ad” designates responses to initial
objections. References to other texts can include “Ord.,” which refers to
an “Ordinatio,” “lib.,” which indicates a book, “lect.,” which signifies
Thomas’s lecture on that book, “cap.,” which is for “chapter,” and “dist.,”
which signifies a distinction number. Unless otherwise listed in the bib-
liography, all references to Thomas’s works are from the critical Leonine
edition. All references to the Marietti edition of Thomas’s Quaestiones
Disputatae are to vol. 2. Albert the Great is cited either in accordance with
the edition published by Vives in Paris (Paris) or the current critical edition
that is being published in Cologne (Col.). Bonaventure is cited according
to the Quaracchi edition (1882-1902), John Capreolus according to the
Tours edition (1900-1907), John Duns Scotus according to the Vatican
Edition (1950-), Peter Lombard according to the Rome edition (1971,
1981), Philip the Chancellor according to Nicolaus Wicki’s edition (198s),
and William of Auxerre according to the Paris/Rome edition (1980-87).
Full bibliographical references can be found in the bibliography. Thomas
de Vio Cajetan’s commentary on the Summa Theologiae is cited accord-
ing to its printing alongside the Summa Theologiae in the Leonine edi-
tion. John of St. Thomas is cited according to the Québec edition. Odon
Lottin’s Psychologie et Morale aux XIF et XIII Siécles is cited according to
the latest edition.
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Book Series and Editions

Corpus Christianorum Series Latina
Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum
Patrologia Latina

Psychologie et Morale aux XIIF ex XIII ¢ Siécles

Thomas Aquinas

Quaestiones Disputatae de Malo

Quaestio Disputata de Spiritualibus Creaturis
Quaestiones Disputatae de Veritate

Quaestio Disputata de Virtutibus in Communi
Quaestio Disputata de Virtutibus Cardinalibus
Quaestio Disputata de Caritate

Quaestio Disputata de Spe

In Librum Beati Dionysii de Divinis Nominibus Expositio
Sententia super Memp/;yxz’mm

In Libros Physicorum

In Posteriorum Analyticorum

Seriptum super Libros Sententiarum
Quaestiones Disputatae de Anima

Quodlibeta

Super Boetium de Trinitate

Summa Contra Gentiles

Sentencia Libri de anima

Sententia Libri Ethicorum

Sententia Libri Politicorum

Summa Theologiae

First Part of the Summa Theologiae
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