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The collapse of the Soviet Union ushered in American global hegemony

in world affairs. In the post–Cold War period, both Democrat and

Republican governments intervened, fought insurgencies, and changed

regimes. In America’s Wars, Thomas Henriksen explores how America

tried to remake the world by militarily invading a host of nations beset

with civil wars, ethnic cleansing, brutal dictators, and devastating

humanitarian conditions. The immediate post–Cold War years saw

the United States carrying out interventions in the name of Western-

style democracy, humanitarianism, and liberal internationalism in

Panama, Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia, and Kosovo. Later, the 9/11 terrorist

attacks led America into larger-scale military incursions to defend itself

from further assaults by al Qaeda in Afghanistan and from perceived

nuclear arms in Iraq, while fighting small-footprint conflicts in Africa,

Asia, and Arabia. This era is coming to an end with the resurgence of

great power rivalry and rising threats from China and Russia.

Thomas H. Henriksen is Senior Fellow Emeritus at Stanford

University’s Hoover Institution. His previous publications include

Cycles in U.S. Foreign Policy since the Cold War (2018), America and the

Rogue States (2012), and What Really Happened in Northern Ireland’s

Counterinsurgency (2008). Between 1963–1965, he was a US Army

infantry officer and served on the President’s Commission for White

House Fellows, and US Army Science Board.
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HEW STRACHAN, Professor of International Relations, University of

St Andrews and Emeritus Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford

GEOFFREY WAWRO, Professor of Military History, and Director of

the Military History Center, University of North Texas

The aim of this series is to publish outstanding works of research on warfare

throughout the ages and throughout the world. Books in the series take a broad

approach to military history, examining war in all its military, strategic, political

and economic aspects. The series complements Studies in the Social and Cultural

History of Modern Warfare by focusing on the ‘hard’ military history of armies,

tactics, strategy and warfare. Books in the series consist mainly of single author

works – academically rigorous and groundbreaking – which are accessible to both

academics and the interested general reader.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at:
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