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WAR AND LITERARY STUDIES

War and Literary Studies poses two main questions: First, how has 
war shaped the field of literary studies? And second, when scholars 
today study the literature of war what are the key concepts in play? 
Seeking to complement the extant scholarship, this volume adopts a 
wider and more systematic approach as it directs our attention to the 
relation between warfare and literary studies as a field of knowledge. 
What are the key characteristics of the language of war? Of gender 
in war? Which questions are central to the way we engage with war 
and trauma or war and sensation? In which ways were prominent 
twentieth-century theories such as critical theory, French postwar 
theory, and postcolonial theory shaped by war? How might emergent 
concepts such as “revolution,” “the Anthropocene,” or “capitalism” 
inflect the study of war and literature?

Anders Engberg-Pedersen  is Professor of Comparative 
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of two monographs, Empire of Chance: The Napoleonic Wars and the 
Disorder of Things (2015) and Martial Aesthetics: How War Became 
an Art Form (forthcoming 2023). He edits the book series Prisms: 
Humanities and War.

Neil R amsey  is a senior lecturer in English at the University of 
New South Wales, Canberra. He is author of two monographs, The 
Military Memoir and Romantic Literary Culture, 1780–1835 (2011) and 
Romanticism and the Biopolitics of Modern War Writing (forthcoming 
with Cambridge University Press, 2022).
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Cambridge Cr itical Concepts

Cambridge Critical Concepts focuses on the important ideas animating  twentieth- 
and twenty-first-century literary studies. Each concept addressed in the series has 
had a profound impact on literary studies, as well as on other disciplines, and 
already has a substantial critical bibliography surrounding it. This series  captures 
the dynamic critical energies transmitted across twentieth- and twenty-first- 
 century literary landscapes: the concepts critics bring to reading, interpretation 
and criticism. By addressing the origins, development and application of these 
ideas, the books collate and clarify how these particular concepts have developed, 

while also featuring fresh insights and establishing new lines of enquiry.

Cambridge Critical Concepts shifts the focus from period- or genre-based liter-
ary studies of key terms to the history and development of the terms themselves. 
Broad and detailed contributions cumulatively identify and investigate the various 
historical and cultural catalysts that made these critical concepts emerge as estab-
lished twenty-first-century landmarks in the discipline. The level will be suitable 
for advanced undergraduates, graduates and specialists, as well as for those teach-
ing outside their own research areas, and will have cross-disciplinary relevance for 

subjects such as history and philosophy.
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The idea for this book was conceived before anyone had an inkling that a 
pandemic might up-end lives around the globe. The essays, however, were 
written in the midst of all the tribulations and ordeals that followed on the 
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the individual authors for taking the time to write the essays that together 
comprise this volume. In the same breath, we would like to extend our 
gratitude to Ray Ryan and Edgar Mendez at Cambridge University Press 
for their enthusiasm for the project, and for their enduring patience and 
strong support throughout the process. A special thanks is owed Christine 
Strandmose Toft for her superhuman efforts in bringing the manuscript 
into shape. The project has been generously supported by the Carlsberg 
Foundation and the Velux Foundations.
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